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Has day were published, 

IN ONE VOLUME, ^ 

CRIMINAL TRIALS, 

ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE TALE E19TITLED " THE HEAET 

or MID-LOTHIAN." 



'< A thoiuand heads, 



A tlkWMapd hands, ten thousand tongues and voices 
Employ*d at <Hioe in several acts of malice I 
<Hd men not staid with age, viigins with shame. 
Late wives with loss of husbands,' mdthen of diildrca, 
Loeing'an grief in joy of his sad fidl. 
Run quite transported with thei^ crudty V* 

. Ben JoyMV* 
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Hear, I^md o* Cakes and brfther Sculr, * 
Frae Maideakirk to Jonny Groats', 
If there's a hole in a' your coats, 

I rede ye tent it, 
A duel's amang yoa ta^* notes, •. 

An' finth hell pient it. 

BVBKI^ 
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Mora hien, ttiao el Cura, ittbedme, tenor hnUeped, aque^^s 
Ubros, que las quiero f)er. Que me place, respondid el, y en- 
iraiidoy en su aposento, sac6 dSl una maletilla vieja cerrada 
mm WW, cadenilla, y abri^ndola, haU^ en ella ires Ubros grands 
y unos papeles de may buena letrH; eeeriios de mano. — ^Doi^ 
Quixote; Part I. €H>itttlo Si% 

It is m%hty vreXl, said the priest ; pray^ laiid]|ard; bring me 
those books^ for I have a mind, to see them* With all my 
hearty ai^wered l^e host; and, going to -his chamber^ he 
brought out a Httle o]^ doke-bag^ with a padlock and chain to 
it^ and opening it, he took out three large volumes, and some 
manuscript papers written in a fine character. — Jarvis's 
'Translation* ■» ; 
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70 THE BEST OP FATftOKS, 

A PLEASED AND INDULGENT READER^ 
JEDEDIAH CLEISHBOTHAM 

WISHES HEALTH^ ARD INCRXASK^ AND CONTSNTMKJIT* 
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Courteous Reader, 

If ingratitude comprehendeth every 
vice, surely so foul a stain worst of all 
beseemeth him whose life has been de- 
voted to instructing youth in virtue 
and in humane letters. Therefore 
have I chosen^ in this prolegomena to 



2 

unload my burden of thanks at thy 
feet, for the favour with- which' thou 
hast kindly entertained the Tales of 
my Landlord. Certes, if thou hast 
chuckled over their facetious and fes- 
tivous descriptions, or hast had thy 
mijad fulfilled with pleasure at the 
strange and pleasant turns of fortune 
which they record, verily, I have also 
simpered when I beheld a secoiui story 
with atticks, that has arisen on tlie 
basis of my small domicile at Gander- 
cleugh, the walls having been aforer 
hand pronounced by Deacon Barrow 
to be capable of enduring such an ele- 
vation. Nor has it been without de- 
lectatton, that I have endued a new 
coat, (snuff-brown, and with metal 
buttons), having all nether garments 
corresponding thereto. We do there- 

« 

ibre lie, in respect of each other, un- 
der a reciprocation of benefits, where* 
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of tliGse received by me being the 
most solid, (in respect that a new 
house and a new coat are better tliau 
a new tale and an old song,) it is meet 
that my gratitude should be expressed 
with the louder voice and more pre-» 
ponderating vehemence. And how 
should it be so expressed ? — Certainly 
not in words only, but in act and deed. 
It is with this sole purpose, and dis- 
claiming all intention of purchasing 
< . ■« , • 

that pendicle 61' pofle of land called 
the Cariinescroft, lying adjacent to my 
garden, and measuring seven acres, 
three roods, and four perches, that I 
have committed to the eyes of .those 
who thought well of the former tomes, 
these four additional volumes of the 
Tales of my Landlord. Not the less^ 
if Peter Prayfbrt be minded to sell the 
said pofle, it is at his own choice to 
«ay SO; and, peradventure, he may 
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meet with a purchaser : unless (gentle 
reader) the pleasing ppurtraictures of 
Peter Fattieson, now given unto thee 
in particular, and unto the public in 
general, shall have lost their favour in 
thine eyes, whereof I am no way dis- 
trustful. And so much confidence do 
I repose in thy continued favour, that 
should thy lawful occasions call thee 
to the town of Gandercleugh, a place 
frequented by . most at one time or 
other in their lives, I will enrich thine 
eyes with a sight of those precious ma- 
nuscripts whence thou hast derived so 
mudi delectation, thy nose with a snuff 
from my mull, and thy palate with a 
dram from my bottle of strong waters, 
called by the learned of Gandercleugh, 
the Dominie's dribble of drink. 

It is therct O highly esteemed and be* 
loved reader, thou wilt be able to bear 
testimony, thyough the medium of 



thine own senses, against the children 
of vanity, who have sought to identify 
thy friend and servant with I know not 
what inditer of vain fables ; who hath 
cumbered the world with his devices, 
but shrunken from the responsibility 
thereof. Truly, this hath been well 
termed u generation hard of faith; 
since what can a man dp to assert his 
property in a printed tome, saving to 
put his name in the title-page therefof, 
with his description, or designation as 
the lawyers term it, and place of abode? 
Truly, I would have such sceptics re« 
member how they themselves would 
brook to have their works ascribed to 
others, their names and professions im* 
puted as forgeries, and their very ex- 
istence brought into question; even 
although, peradventure, it may be it 
is of little consequence to any but 
themselves, not only whether they ar© 
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living or dead. But even whether they 
ever lived or no. Yet have my malig'n- 
ers carried their uncharitable cehsur^s^ 
yet farther. 

These cavillers have nof only doubt- 
ed mine identity, although thus plain* 
ly proved^ but they have impeached 
my veracity and the authenticity of my 
historical narratives ! Truly,, I can only 
say in answer, that I have been cauteU 
ous in quoting mine authorities. It is 
true, indeed, that if I bad heairkened 
with only one ear, I m%ht have re* 
hearsed my tale with more acceptation 
from thbse who love to hear but half 
the truth. It Is, it may hap, not alto^ 
gether to the discredit of our kindly 
nation of Scotland, diat we are apt to 
take an interest, warm, yea partial, in 
the deeds atid. sentiments of bur fore- 
fathers. Hfe whom his adversaries de- 
scribe as a peijured pi elatist, is desirous 



that his predecessors should be ^Id 
moderate ui their power, ftnd just in 
4heir execution of its privileges, when, 
truly, the ummpassioned peruser of 
the Annals of these times shall deem 
them sanguinary, violent, and tyranni- 
cal. Again, the repres^itatives of the 
sufiering non^K^onformists desire that 
their ancestors^ the Cameronians, shall 
be represented not simply as honest 
enthusiasts, <^>pre5sed for conscience^ 
Mke, but persons of fine breeding and 
valiant heroes^ Truly, the historian can- 
not gratify these predilections. He 
must needs describe the cavaliers as 
proud and high-spirited,cruel, remorse* 
less, and vindictive ; ^the suffering par- 
ty" as honourably tenacious of their opi- 
nions 'under persecution ; their own 
tempers being, however, sullen, fierce, 
and rude; their opinions absurd and 
oxtravagant^ and their whole course of 
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conduct that of persons whom helle^ 
bore would better have suited than pro- 
secutions unto death for high-treason. 
Natheless^ while such suid so prepos- 
terous were the opinions on either 
side, there were, it cannot be doubted, 
men of virtue and worth on both, to 
entitle either party to claim merit from 
its martyrs. It has been demanded of 
me, Jedediah Cleishbotham, by what 
right I am entitled to constitute myself 
an impartial judge of their descrepan* 
cies of opinions, seeing (as it is stated) 
that I must necessarily have descended 
from one or other of the contending 
parties, andbe, of course, wedded for 
better or for worse, according to the 
reasonable practice of Scotland, to its 
dogmata or opinions, and bound, as it 
were, by the tie matrimonial, or, to 
speak without metaphor, ex jure sath 
guinisy to maintain them in preference 
to all others. 



' But^ nothing denying the rationality 
of the rule, which calls on all now li- 
ving to rule their political and religious 
opinions by those of their great-grand- 
fathers, and inevitable as seems the 
one or the other horn of the dilemma 
betwixt which my adversaries conteivd 
they have pinned me to the wall, I yet 
spy some means of refuge, and claim a 
privilege to write and speak of both 
parties with impartiality. For, O ye 
powers of logic ! when the prelatists 
and presbyterians of old times went 
together by the ears in this unlucky 
country, my ancestor (venerated be his 
memory !) was one of the people called 
Quakers, and suffered severe handling 
from either side, even to the extenua- 
tion of his purse and the incarceration i 
of his person. 

Craving thy pardon, gentle Reader,, 



10 
tor these few words concerning me and 

I 

mine, I rest, as above expressed^ thy 
sure and obligated friend^ 

J. C. 

GANDSRCtXUCH^ 7 

this Ut ofApnl, 1818. 5 
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CHAPTER I; 



Being Lttroduetoiy. 



So, down ihy hill, loroantic Ashbourn, glides 
- The Derby dilly^ carrying six insides. 

F&ZBS. 

The times have changed in nothing more 
(we follow as we were wont the manuscript 
of Beter Fattieson,) than in the rapid con- 
veyance of inteUigence and communication 
betwixt one part of ScoUand and another. 
It is not abov,e twenty or thirty years, ac- 
cording to the evidence of many creditable 
witnesses now alive, since a little miserable 
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horse-cart, performing with difficultj a jour- 
ney of thirty xDHeBperdiemf carried our mails 
from the capital of Scotland to its extremi- 
ty. Nor was Scotland much more deficient 
in these i^eeomfnedatiottSy than our richer 
sister had been about eighty years before. 
Fielding, in his Tom Jones, and Farquhar, 
in a little farce called the Stage-Coach, 
have ridiculed :tte slowness of these vehi- 
cles of public accommodation. According 
to the latter authority, the highest bribe 
could only induce the coachman to pro- 
mise to anticipate by half an hour the 
usual time of his arrival at the Bull and 
Moutlu 

But in both countries these ancient, slow, 
and sure modes of conveyance are now 
alike unknown; mail-coach races against 
mail-coach, and high^flyer against higb- 
Jyer, through the most remote districts cff 
Britain, And in our village alone, three 
post-coaches, and four coaches with men 
armed, and in scarlet cassocks, thunder 
through the streets each day, and rival in 
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brilliancy and noiie the inireiitioh of idie 
celebrated ty rant, 

Demem, qui nmbo9 ei tim imiaUkJtilmen, 
JEre et comipedum puUu^ sinnUarat, ^quanmu 

Now ahd then, to complete the raiein* 
blance, and to correct the presumptioa of 
the venturous charioteers, it does happen 
that the career of these dashing rivals of 8al« 
moneus meets with as undesirable and vio* 
l^at a termination as that of their proto* 
type. It is upon such odcasions^ that the 
Insides and Outsides, to use the appro^ 
pliate vehicular phrases, have reason to 
rue the exchange of the slow and safe mo^ 
tion of the ancient Fly^coaches, which, 
compared with the chariots of Mr Palmer, 
so ill deserve the name. The ancient ve^ 
hide used to settle quietly down, likc^ a 
ship scuttled and left to sink by the gra- 
dual influx of the waters, while the modem 
fs smashed to pieces with the velocity of 
the ^same vessel hurled against breakers, or 
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rather with the fury of. a bomb bursting at 
the conclusion of its career through the 
air. The late ingenious Mr Pennant, whose 
humour it was to set his face in stern op- 
position to these speedy conveyances, had 
collected, I have heard, a formidable list, 
of such casualties, which, joined to the im- 
positidn of innkeepers, whose charges the 
passenger has no time to dispute ; the sau* 
ciriess of the coachman, and the unconr 
trouled. and despotic authority of the ty- 
rant called the Guard, held forth a picture 
of horror, to which murder, theft, frauds 
and peculation lent all their dark colourr 
ing. But that which gratifies the impa-r 
tience of the human disposition will be 
practised in the teeth of danger, and in de? 
fiance of admonition ; and, in despite of 
the Cambrian Antiquary, Mail-coaches not 
only roll their thunders round the base of 
Fenmen-Maur and Cader-Edris, but 

Frighted Skiddaw hears afar 
The rattling of the unscythed car. 
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And perhaps the echoes of Ben-Nevis may 
soon be awakened by the bugle, not of a 
warlike chieftain, but of the guard of a 
mail-coach. 

It was a fine summer day, and our little 
school had obtained a half holiday by the 
intercession of a good-humoured visitor.* 
I expected by the coach a new number of 
an interesting periodical publication, and 
walked forward on the highway to meet it, 
with the impatience which Cowper has de- 
scribed as actuating the resident in th« 
country when longing for intelligence from 
the mart of news ; 



** The grand debate^ 



The popular haranguey — the tart reply,-^ 
The logic, and the wisdom, and the wit. 
And the loud laugh,-— I long to know them bU ;— 
1 burn to set the imprisoned wranglers fre^j 
And give them voice and utterance again/' 

It was with such feelings that I eyed the 



♦ His Honour Gilbert Goslinn of. Gander cleugh ; for 
1 love to be precise in matters of importance.— J. C. 






approach of the new coach, late^ establish- 
ed OQ our roady and known by the v&m^ 
of the Somerset, which, to say truth; po&. 
sesses some interest for me, even when it 
conveys no such important informadon* 
The distant tremulous sound of its wheels 
vias heard just as I gained the summit of 
the gentle ascent^ called 'the Goslin-brae^ 
from whicb you command an extensive view 
down the valley of thC: river Gander. The 
{>ublic roadf which comes up the s^de ofdiat 
stream, and crosses it at a bridge about a 
•quarter of a mile from the place where I- 
was standing, runs partly th^roijigh enclo- 
sures and plantations, and partly through - 
open pasture land. It is a childish amuse« 
ment perhaps, — but my life has been spent 
with children, m^ why should not my plea- 
sures ^e like theirs ?-«*-childish as it is then, 
I. must own I have had great pleasure in 
watching the approach of the carriage, 
where the openings of the road permit it to 
be seen. The gay glancing of the equi- 
page, its diminished and toy-like appear* 
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ande at .a distance, coiltrast6d with the 
rapidity of its motion^ its appearance and 
disappearance at iiitervals, aad tbe pro* 
gressivelj mcreasing sounds that announce 
its nearer approach, have all^to the idle 
and listless spectator, who has nothing 
luore important to attend to, something 
of awalcening interest. The ridtcule may 
attach to me^ whieh is flung upon many 
an honest citizen, who watches &0m the 
windi)w of his villa the passage of the 
sts^e-coaeh ; but it is a very natural source 
of amusement liot withstanding, and many 
of those who join in the laugh are perbapa 
not unused to practise it in secret. 

On the present occasion^ however, fate 
had decreed that I should not enjoy the 
consummation of the amusement, by see- 
ing the coach rattle past me as I sat on the 
turf, and hearing thp hoarse grating voice 
of the guard as be skimmed forth for my 
grasp the expected packieft, without the 
carriage checking its course for an instant. 
I had seen the vehicle thunder down the 
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hill th^t leads to the bridge with more thaa 
its usual impetuosity, glittering all the while 
by flashes from a cloudy tabei*nacle of the 
dust which it had raised, and leaving a train 
behind it on the road resembling a wreath 
of summer mist. But it did not appear on 
the top of the nearer bank within the usual 
space of three minutes, which frequent ob- 
servation had enabled me to ascertain was 
the medium time for crossing the bridge 
and mounting the ascent. When double 
that space had elapsed, I became alarmed, 
and walked hastily forward. As I came in 
sight of the bridge, the cause of delay was 
too manifest, for the Somerset had made 
a summerset in good earnest, and over- 
turned so completely, that it was literally 
resting upon the ground, with the roof un- 
dermost, and the four wheels iu the air. 
The " exertions of the guard and coach- 
man," both of whom were gratefully com- 
memorated in the newspapers, having suc- 
ceeded in disentangling the horses by cut- 
ting the harness, were now proceeding to 
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extricate the insides by a sort of smn- 
mary and Csesarean process of delivery, for- 
cing the hinges from one of the doors which 
they could not open otherwise. In this man« 
ner were two disconsolate damsels set at 
liberty from the womb of the leathern con- 
veniency. • As they immediately began to 
settle their clothes, which were a little de- 
ranged, as may be presumed, I concluded 
they bad received no injury, and, did not 
venture to obtrude my services at their 
toilette, for which, I understand, I have 
since been reflected upon by the fair suffer* 
ers. The autsides^ who must have been 
discharged from their elevated situation by 
a shock resembling the springing^ of a mine^ 
escaped, nevertheless, with the usual allow- 
ance of scratches and bruises, excepting 
three, who, having been pitched into the 
river Gander, were dimly seen contending 
with the tide, like the reliques of iESneas's 
shipwreck, — 

Rari apparent nantcs in gurgtie vasto. 
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' I applied my poor exertions where they 
seemed to be most needed, and, with the 
assistance of one or two of the company 
who had escaped unhurt, easily succeieded 
in fishing out t\<^aof the unfortunate pas* 
sengers, wha were stout active young fel- 
lows ; and but for the prepoisterous length' 
of theirgreat coats, and the equally fashion* 
able latitude and longitude of their Wel- 
lington trowsers, would have required- little 
assistance from any one. The third was 
sickly and elderly, and might have perished 
but for the efforts used to preserve him. 

When the two greatcoated gentlemen 
ha^' extricated themseFves from the river; 
and shaken their ears like huge water -dogs^' 
a violent altercation ensued betwixt them 
and the coachman and guard, concerning 
the cause of their overthrow. In the course 
of the squabble, I observed that both my 
new acquaintances belonged to the law, 
and that their professional sharpness was 
like to prove an overmatch for the surly 
and official tone of the guardians of the 



THC iKABT or MTD-LOTHZAH: 2S 

vehicle* The disfMite cfuded in the guard 
assuruig the« passengers that they should 
have seats in a heavy coaoh which would 
pass thai spot in less than half an hour, pro- 
viding it was not fulL Chance seemed to fa- 
vourtbis ari:angement, for when the expect- 
ed vehicle arrived there wese only two placet 
occupied in a carnage which proftssed to 
carry j^x. The two ladies who had been dis« 
interred out of the fallen vehicle were readi* 
ly admitted) but pontive objections were 
stated by these previously in possession to 
the admittance of the two lawyers, whose 
wetted garments behig much of the nature 
of' well-soaked spunges^ there was every 
rieason to- believe they would refond a con*^ 
siderable ^art of the water they had coU 
lected, to the inconvenience of their fellow- 
passengers; On the other hand, the law* 
yers rejected a seat on the roof^ allegmg 
that they had only t^ken that station for 
pleasure for one stage, but were entitled 
in all respects to free egress and regress- 
from the interior, to which their contract 
positively referred*. After some alterca* 
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tion, in which something was said upon 
the edict NauUe caupmes stabulariij the 
coach went off, leaving the learned gentle- 
raen to abide by their action of damages. 

They immediately applied to me to guide 
them to the next village and the best inn ; 
and from the account I gave them of the 
Wallace-head, declared they were much 
better pleased to stxip there than to go for- 
ward upon the terms of that impudent 
scoundrel the guard of the Somerset, All 
that they now wanted was a lad to carry 
their travelling bags, who was easily pro- 
cured from an adjoining cottage j and they 
prepared to walk forward, when they found 
there was another passenger in the same 
deserted situation with themselves. This 
was the elderly and sickly-looking person, 
who had been precipitated into the river 
along with the two young lawyers. He, it 
seems, had been too modest to push his 
own plea against the coachman when he 
saw that of his betters rejected, and now 
remained behind with a look of timid an- 
xiety, plainly intimating that he was de« 
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ficient in those means of recommendation 
which are necesMury passpcurts to the hospi- 
tality of an inn. 

. I ventured to call the attention of the 
two dashing young blades, for such they 
seemed, to the desolate condition of their 
fellow-travellen They took the hint with 
ready good-nature. 

<< O true, Mr Duaover," said one of the 
youngsters, ^* you must not remain on the 
pav6 here ) you must go and have some 
dinner with us->-HaIkit and I must have 
^ post-chaise to ^o on, at all events, and 
we will set you down wherever suits you 
hestr 

The poor man, far such his dress, as well 
as his diffidence, bespoke him, made the 
sort of acknowledging bow by which says 
a Scotchman, ^* It's too much honour for 
the like of me ^'' and followed humbly be- 
hind his gay patrons, ail three besprinkling 
the dusty road as they walked alorfg witli 
the moisture of their drenched garments, 
and exhibiting the singular and somewhat 

VOL. !• B 






ridiciil0t» appearanoe (xf three. persoiifl Buf- 
feriDg from the oppoute cafcreme of hujnidi. 
ty, while the summer sun was at its height^ 
eiid every tiiiBgelse aroundtbem had the ex- 
pression of beat and drougbt TheridiGnle 
^id not escape the young gentleiiien them*' 
selves^ and they had miadte whatimight foe re- 
ceived as one or two tolerable jests on the 
subject before they had advanced far* on 
their per^inatiea. 

, ^* We cannot, complain, like Cowley/' 
said one* of them» *y that Gideon's fleece 
i^emains dry, while all around ia nunst ; 
this is the:]?ei^rse^of the miracle/' 

<< We ought to be received with gratitude 
in^his.goed town:; we brii^^a supply of 
what they seem to need most^^'iaid Halkil;. 

<' And distiibfite it with nnpataUeled; ge- 
xuerostty^" replied his companion {^^pecfiirna- 
ing t&e part of three iwatef-^ots.fbi;) Ihe be- 
nefit of their dusty cQads^" 

^ We come before them itoo/' said Hal- 
kity <^ in full professional foirce-««o»uiiael 
and agent"—? 

*^ And clientf" said the young ads'ocate. 
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l^oldng behind hiek. And ihen idded^ 
laweriog hi» voilee, ** that looka as if he had 
k^t sttcb dai^rouB oompany toa long.** 

It was, indeed, too trae, that the humble 
follower of f^ g$j youBg. men had the 
thread«-bare appearance of a wom^oat Jiti* 
gant, and I could* not but smile at the con* 
ceit, though anifiious to conceal my mirth 
from tibe Object of it. 

When we atrived at the Wallace Inn, the 
e^er of the Edinbttrgh gentlemen, and 
whom I understood to. be a barrister, in- 
sisted 'that I sliouid Demain^aiid take part 
of theit dtnuer ; and their enquiries and 
defflnnds speedily psit my landlord and his 
whcde family in motion to produce the 
best cheer wfhidi the larder and cellar af- 
forded, smd pmceed to cook it to the best 
advantage, a acience in which our enter* 
tmnei^ seemed to be adminbly skilled. In 
other respects^ they were Mvety young men 
in the h^-day of youth and good spirits, 
plwidg the part which is common to the 
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higher classes of the law at Edinburgh, actl 
which nearly resembles that of the yodigg 
templars in the^ays of Steele and Addison. 
An, air of giddy gaiety mingled with the 
good sense, taste, and information which 
their conversation ^exbibited^ and it i^eem* 
ed to be their object to unite the charac- 
ter 'of men of fashion and lovers t>f the po- 
lite arts. A ^ne gentleman, bred up in 
^he thorough idleness and inanity of pur- 
suit, which I understand is absolutely ne- 
cessary to the character in perfection, might 
in all probability have traced a tinge of pro- 
fessional pedantry whiqh marked the barri- 
ster in spite of his efforts, and something of 
active bustle in his companion, and wOukl 
certainly have detected more than a fa- 
shionable mixture of information and ani« 
mated interest in the language of both. 
But to me, who had no pretensions to 
be so critical, my companions seemed to 
form a very happy mixture of good breed- 
^ing .and liberal information, with a 4i)isposi- 
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tion to lively rattle, pun, and jest, amusing 
to a griave man, because it is what he him* 
self can least easily command. 

The thin pale-fiiced man, whom their 
good nature had brought into their society^ 
looked out of place, as well as out of spi-^ 
rits ; sate on the edge of his seat, and kept 
the chair at two £set distance from the ta- 
ble ; thus incommoding himself consider* . 
ably, in conveying the victuals to hb mouth, 
as if by way of penance for partaking o£ : 
them in the company of his superiors. A. 
short time after dinner, declining all en* 
treaty to partake of the wipe, which circu^ i 
lated. freely round, he informed himself of 
the hour when the chaise had been ordered 
to attend ; and saying, he would be in rea« 
diness, modestly withdrew from the aoart-- 

ment. 

^* Jack," said the barrister to his com- 
panion, ** I remember that poor fellow's. 
face ; you spoke more truly than you were 
aware of; he really is. one, of wy clients, 
poor man." 
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^ Poor maa f' echoed Halkit--** I fettp- 
poae you mean he is your ooe and only 
client/' • ; 

«^ Thaft not my fauk, Jack," FeplSed the 
other, whose name I discovered was Har- 
dier ** You are to give me all your busi- 
ness, yon know ; and if you have none, the 
learned gentBemam here knows nothing can 
come of nothing." 

'^ You seem to have brought something 
to nothing though, in tbe case of that ho* 
ntfst manu He looks as if he wiere just 
about to honour with his residence the 
Heart of Mid-Lothiak." 
' ^ You are mistakeh^he is Just delivered 
from it«*^-our fHend here looks for an ex- 
planation. Pray, Mr Fattieson, have you 

ifiEnJnJEkiinburgh ?" 

I answered in the alfirnmtW^ 

^ Then yoiu must have passed, occasion- 

aHy at li3ast, though pfobably not so fikfth* 

fully as I am doomed to do, through a nar* 

row intricate passage, leading out of the 

north-west comer of the Parliament-square, 
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and pttaiiig by a bigh and antique buUdingt 
with turrets and iron gratesi 

Making good tha saying odd, 

Near Che diureh and far from God"— 

Mr Halkit broke in upon hig learned 
counsel, to contribute his moiety to the tid* 
die-—'* Having at the door the sign of the 
Red Man*'-*^ 

<< And being on the whole,** resumed the 
counsellor, interrupting his friend in his 
turn, ^* a sort of place where misfortune is 
happily confounded with guilt, where all 
who are in wish to get out* * 

^ And where none who have the good 
luck to be out wish to get in," added his 
companion,. 

** 1 conceive you, gentlemen,'* replied I $ 
^ you mean the prison/' 

" The prison,*' added the young lawyer^— 
«* Ycai have hit it — the very reverend Td* 
booth itself; and let me tell you, you are 
obliged to us for describing it with aoi much 
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modesty and brevity; for with whatev^ am* 
pUfications we might have chosen to deco- 
rate the subject, you lay entirely at our mer- 
cy, since the Fathers Conscript of our city 
have decreed, that the venerable edifice it« 
self shall not remai^ in existence to confirm 

or tb confute us." 

> 

•« Then the Tolbooth of Edinburgh is. 
called the Heart of Mid-Lothian f^ said L 

** So termed and reputed, I assure you^". 

*^ I think," said I, with tjie bashful diffi- 
dence with which a roan lets slip a pun in 
presence of his superiors, «* the metropoji* 
tan county may, in that case, be said to 
have a sad heart.'' 

" Right as my glove, Mr Paltieson,'' add- 
ed Mr Hardie j ** and a close heart, and 
a hard heart — Keep it up. Jack/' 

<< And a wicked heart, and a poor heart," 
answered Halkit, doing bis best 

** And yet it may be called in some sort 
a strong heart, and a high heart," rejoined 
the advocate. ^< You see I can put you 
both out of heart" 
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«^ I )iave played all my hearts/ said the 
younger gentleinan. 

«« Then we'll have another lead,'" answer* 
ed his companion. — ^^ And as to the old 
and condemned Tolbooth, what pity the 
same honour cannot be done to it as lias 
been done to many of its inmates* Why 
should not the Tolbooth have its * Last 
Speech, Confession, and Dying Words? 
The old stones would be just as conscious 
of the honour, as many a poor devil who has 
dangled like a tassel at the w6st end of it, 
while the hawkers were shouting a confes* 
sion the culprit had never heard of." 

*^ I am afraid/' said I, <* if I might pre«' 
sume to give my opinion, it would be a talo: 
of unvaried sorrow and guilt." 

" Not entirely, my' friend," said Hardie ; . 
<< a prison 19 a world within itself, and has 
its own business, griefs, and joys peculiar . 
to its circle* Its inmates are sometimes 
short-lived, but so are soldiers on service i 
they are poor relatively to the world with^ 
out, but there are degrees of wealth andi 
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poverty among them, and so some are re- 
latively rich also. They canned stir abroad, 
bat neither can the garrison of a besieged 
fort, or the crew of a ship at sea ; and they 
are not under a dispensation quite so des- 
perate as either, for they may have as much 
food as they have money to buy, and are 
not obliged to work whether they have 
food or not'' 

^* But what vsuiety of incident," said I, 
(not without a secret view to my present 
task), ** could possibly be derived from 
such, a work as you are pleased to talk of?"' 

«* Infinite," replied the young advocate. 
"Whatever of guilt, crime, imposture, folly, 
unheard-of misfortunes, and unlooked-for 
change of fortune, can be found to chequer 
life, my Last Speech of the Tolbooth should 
illustrate with examples sufiicient to gorge 
even the public's all-4evouring appetite for 
the wonderful and horrible. The inventor 
€i fictitious narratives has to rack his brains 
; £>r means to diversify his tale, and after all 
can hardiy hit upon characters or incidents 
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v;bich have not btofe lited agaia waA, agam, 
until they ate fkmiHar to the eye of the read- 
er, so that the developement, enlevement^ the 
desperate i^ound of which the hero never 
dies, the burning fever from which the he- 
roine is sure to recover, become a mere 
matter of course. I* join with my honest 
friend Crabbe, and have an unlucky pro- 
pensity to hope when hope is lost, and to 
rely upon the cork-jacket, which carries the 
heroes of romance safe through all the bil 
lows of affliction.'* fie then declaimed the 
Mhf^p«^e. rather wHh too much 
than too little emphasis : 



^ Much have I fear'd, but am no more afraid, 

When some chaste beauty, by some wretch betrayM^ 

Is drawn away with such distracted speed. 

That she anticipates a dreadful deed. 

Not BO do L^Let solid walls impound 

The oaptive fair* and dig a moat around ; 

Let there be brazen locks and bars of steely 

And keepers cruel, such as never feel ; 

With not a single note the purse suppl}'* . 

And when she begs, let men and matde 
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Be windows there from which she dares not fSiU^ 
And help so distantt 'tis in ¥sin to eall ; 
Still means of freedom #ill some Power demise, 
And from the baffled ruflian snatch his prize« 
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'^ The end of uncertainty ^'^ he conclu* 
ded| ^< is the death of interest, and hence it 
happens that no one now reads novels." 

^^ Hear him, ye gods !" returned his com- 
panion. ^' I assure you, Mr Pattieson, you 
will hardly visit this learned gentleman, but 
you are likely to find the new novel most 
in repute lying on his table, snugly intrench- 
ed, however, beneath Stair's Institutes^ or 
an open volume of Morrison's Decisions." 

" Do I deny it ?" said the hopeful juris- 
consult, ^< or wherefore should I, since it is 
well known these Dalilahs seduce my wisers 
and my betters ? May thgy not be found 
lurking amidst the multiplied memorials of 
our most distinguished counsel, and even 
peeping from under the cushion of a judge's 
arm-chair ? Our seniors at the bar, withia 
Ae bar, and even on the bench, read no- 
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velS) and) if not belled, aom6,of them have 
written ft^vels ifito the bargain. I only say, 
that I read from habit and from indolence, 
mH; from real interest } that, like Ancient 
FistoJ devouring his leek, I read and swear 
till I get to the end of the narrative. But 
not so in the real tecwd^ of human vaga* 
ries— not 90 in the State-trials, or in the 
Books of Adjournal, where every now and 
then you read new pagies of the. human 
heart, and turns of fortune far beyond 
what the boldest novelist ever attempted 
to produce from the coinage of his brain." 
- ^< And for such narratives," I asked> 
^* you suppose the History of the Prison c^ 
Edinburgh might afford appropriate mate- 
rials?' 

<< In a degree unusually ample, my dear 
sir," said Hardie — ** fill your glass, how- 
ever, in the meanwhile. Was it not for 
many years the place in which the Scottish 
parliament met ? Was it not James's place 
of refuge, when the mob, inflamed by a se- 
ditious preacher, broke forth on him with 
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thecriiftAof ^ The tfwor^l^f tb^^ IbrdatidoF 
Gideon^i^lbriBg ft>rth 4Jie' wkk^d Hattulo f^ 
Since that time how many hearts have thpob^ 
bed within these wallA, ^ t^ tolling of ti«^ 
neighboBring Ijeil AMtoanced 40 them how 
fast the sands of their life "Vt^ere ebbitig j 
bow many must have simk at the sound— ^ 
bow many' were supported by. stiibbofrti 
pride and dogged resol«rtidii-Tr-how maoy- 
by the coi^oktion 4^!religion ? H^e.there 
not b^n some, who, looking back on the 
motives of their crimes, were sc€U*ce able to 
understand how they should ha ve^ had such 
temptation as to seduce them from virtue ? 
and have there not, perhaps, been other^^ 
who, sensible of their innocencei were di- 
vided between indignation at the unde- 
served doom which they were to undergo^ 
consciousness > that they bad not deserved 
it, and racking anxiety to discover some way - 
in which they might yet vindicate them- 
selves ? Do you suppose any of these deep, 
powerful, and agitating feelings can be re-> 
corded and perused without exciting a cor- 
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responding deptK of Akep^ powerfuly andt; 
agitating interest? — O! do but 'wait tilM' 
publish the Cane* CMnre^ of Caieddiiia^ 
and you will find na want of a novel or a 
tragedy for soojie time to cotne. The true 
thing will triumph over the brightest in- 
ventions of the most ardent imaginatioru 
Magna est Veritas etpraevakbit.* 

" I "have understood," said I, encouraged 
by the affkbiHty of my rattling entertainer, 
<< that lecls of this interest must sKtaeh to 
Scottish jurisprudence than to that of any 
other country* The general morality of 
our people, their sober and prudent ha- 
bits"— 

" Secure them," saidthebarrister, " against 
anygreatincrease of professional thievesand 
depredators, but not against wild and way- 
ward starts of fancy and pase^oii, producing 
crimes of an extraordinary description, 
which are precisely those to the detail of 
which we listen with thrilling interest. Eng- 
lanii has been much longer a highly civi- 
lized country ; her subjects haVe been very 
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sixictly amenable to laws administered with« 
out fear or favour, a complete division of - 
labour has taken place among her subjects, ; 
and the very thieves and robbers fonh a^ 
distinct class in society, subdivided among ' 
themselves according to the subject of their ' 
depredations, and the mode in which they 
carry them on, acting upon regular habits v 
and principles, which can be calculated 
aod anticipated at Bow-Street, Hatton-Gar« . 
den, or- the 01d»Bailey« Our sister king- 
dom is like a cultivated field,--*the farmer 
expects that, in spite of all his care^ a cer- ^ 
tain number of weeds will rise with the 
com, and can tell you before hand their, 
names and appearance. But Scotland is 
likie one of her own Highland glens, and ^ 
Ihe moralist who reads the records of her 
criminal jurisprudence, will find as many 
curious anomalous facts in the. history, of 
mind, as the botanist will detect rare^ specie- 
mens among her dingles and cli£&." 

"And that's all the good you have 
obtained from three perusals of the Com*- 



mentariea oa Scotch Criminal Jurispru* 
dence ?" said his companion. ^^ I suppose, 
the learned author very little thinks that 
the facts which his erudition andacutenesa. 
haye accumulated fm the illustration of le* 
gal doctrines, might b& so arranged as ta 
form a sort of appendix to the half-bound 
and slip-shod volumes of the circulating li- 
hrarjc,** 

*^\% bet you: a pint of claret,** isaid the 
elder lawyer, << that be will not feel sore at 
the comparison. JB^t as we say at the .bar». 
• I beg I may not be interrupted ;* I hav,e 
much more to say upon. my Scottish collec- 
tion of Cables Celebres, You will please . 
recollect the scope and motive given for. 
the contrivance and execution of mapy exr . 
traordipary and daring crimes, by the long 
civil disaentions of Scotland— by the here- , 
ditaryjur4s^ctions, whicb, until 1748, vest-, 
od the investigation of crimen in judges, igr. 
norantj partial, or interested~by thehabits 
of the gentry, i^ut up in their distant and 
solitary mansion^bouses, nur^iug their re? 
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vQi^fal passions just to Jcteep their idood 
jfrom stagfmtiiig~-not to mention that 
amiable national qualification, called the 
perjbrmdmn tngenium SaOarum, which oov 
li^wyers join in alledging a& a reason for the 
-severity of some of our enactments. Whea 
I come to treat of matters so mysterious^ 
deep, and dangerous, as these cireumstaneei 
have given rise to, the blood of each reader 
shall be curdled, and his epidermis crisped 
into goose skin.-^But> 'sb^he];e comes the 
landlord, with tidings, I sujqpose, that the 
chaise is ready," 

It was no such thing-«-«tfae' tidings bor^^ 
that no chaise could be had this evening,, 
fbr Sir Peter Plyem had ca^rried forward my 
landlord's two pair of horses that morning 
to the ancient royal borough of Bubble>* 
burgh, to look after his interest there. But 
as Bubbleburgh is only one of a set of :five 
boroughs which club thehr shares fot «. 
member of parliament. Sir Peter's adrersa* 
ry bad judiciously watched his departure^ 
in order to comiKKQce a canvass in the no 



lesa royal boisoiigh of Bitem, whieh^ m all 
the world knows, Iksat' the reiy termioa-^ 
tion of Sir Peter's avemie, and has been 
held in leading strings by him and his ances* 
tors ibr time imaiemoriaL ' Now Sir Peter 
was thus placed in the idtuation of an am- 
bitiou9 monarchy who, after having com- 
menced a daring inroad into his enemies 
territories^ is suddenly recidled by an inva- 
sion of bis own hereditary dominions. He 
was obliged in consequence to return from 
the hal£won borough Qf Bubbleburgh^ to 
look after the half-lost borough o£ Bitem^ 
and the two pair «f horses which had caf« 
ried him that morning to Bubbleburgh, 
were now fon^ibly^ detained to transport 
htm, his agentt his valet, his jester, and 
his hard^drinker, across the country to Bt- 
tern. The cause of this detention, which to 
me was of as little consequence as it may 
be to the reader^ was important enough to 
my companions to reconcile them with the 
delay. Like eagles, they smelled tiie battle 
afar off, m'dered a magnum of claret and 
beds at thie Wallace« and entered at full ca^ 
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reer ifitp the Bubbleburgh and Bitem poU^^ 
tiQS^ witb' all the probable ^^ petitkms and 
complaints" to which they were likely to* 
give rise. 

. In the midst of an anxious^, animated^ 
and| to mei most unintelligible discussioov 
coc&cerning provosts, baillies, deacons, sets^^ 
of boroughs, teets, town-clerks, bui'gesses- 
resident and non-resident, all of a sudden- 
the lawyer recollected himself. ^* Fooc 
Dunover, we must not foiEgQt him;;!'' aad 
the landlord was dispatched in quest of the 
p(mvre honteux, with an earnestly civil in* 
vitation to him for the re^ of the evening.. 
I could npt help asking the young gentle* 
meh if they knew the history of this* poor-^ 
man, and the counsellor applied himself to ^ 
his pocket to recover the memorial or brief 
fwin which he had stated his cause. . 

<' He has been a candidate for our reme^ 
dimn mherabUe^' said Mr Hardie, '< com- 
monly called a cessio bon&rum. : As there 
are divines who have doubted the eternity, 
of ftfture punishments, so the Scotch law. 
yers seem, to have thought that tlie crime. 



^'of poverty might be atoned for by some- 
thing short of perpetual imprisonmeat. Af* 
ter a month^s confinement^ you must know, 
he is entitled, on a suflScient statement to 
our supreme courti setting forth the amount 
of his funds, and the nature of his misfor* 
tunes, and surrendering all his effects to 
<fais creditors, toclaim to be discharged from 
prison.'' 

^* I had heard," I replied, " of such a 
-humane regulation.^' 

<' Yes," said Halkit,'' and the beaiity of it 
His, as the foreign fellow said, you may get 
the cessio when thehmorufM are all spent 
^^But what, are you puzzling in your 
pockets to seek your only memorial among 
tdd play bills, letters requesting a meeting 
'of the Faculty^ rules of the Speculative So- 
ciety, syllabus' of lectures— aH the mis- 
cellaneous contents of a young lawyer's 
>pocket, which contains every thing but 
brieves and bank-notes ? Can you not state 
^ case of cemo without your memorial ? 
Why it is done every iSaturday. The events 



foUow each otihcir m regul9rly as dock- 
Work, and one fbrm of condescendence 
might suit every one of them*" 

«« This is very unlike the vatklty of ctisti^s 
which this gentlemao stated to fall under 
the consideration of y<Hir judges/' said L 

« True,'' replied Halkit ; ** but Harfie 
spoke of criminal jurisprudeiicey and this bu- 
siness is purely civil. I could plead .a ceMio 
myself without the inspiring honours of a 
gown and three-tailed peiriwig-^Liaten^^^ 
My olient wds bred a jcitirttsynian w£ftver— 
niade some little mpney-^-4«Mik a lariii»^(&r 
jeo^dncti^g afaim^ Kke^ driving a gig^ monies 
by nature)»r43ate swereHme^^^^dvkcbd to 
sign biUs wil^ a friend, for Which he had no 
value-*-laBdloFd sequestrates-^^^editoribc- 
cept a composition^^puJisuer sets up a pub- 
lic'houae-^fails a second time-^s incavce- 
nated for a debt of ten pounds, seven shil- 
Ihigs and sixpene&*--his debts amount to 
blank-— his losses to blaAk— his funds to 
blank-cleaving a balance of blank in his 
favour. There is m exposition ; your lord- 
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ahips will ptea6ej9m9& a>9mii8«i(m; to take 
his oath." 

Hardie now reaouticed this m^ffectual 
seatcht in which there was perhi^s a little 
afTectation, and told us thie tale tif poor Dim- 
over's distrcisaes^ with a tone in whioh a 
decree, of leeling^ which he seemed asfaa- 
jnedof aa unfffofessional, mingled with bia^ 
attempts at wit, and did him more honour. 
It was one of tfaode tales which seem to 
acgne a sort of ill luck or fatality attached 
to the herob A well in&rmedi itidustrious, 
and blameless^,, but poof and baahful man, 
bad. in Vain e(sa»x^'^U *^ usml mf^imsibjr 
.vhicb t)tfaers ^eqiiire independence, jet 
had neieer -teiceeftiled beyond &e attain- 
ment of bare subsistence.' During a^brief 
gleam of hope^ ratber than of actual pros- 
perity^ be bad! added -a wife and &mfly to 
bis ea^es^ hut tbe dawn was speedily, over- 
, cast Every thing retrograded with him 
Jtowairds the verge of the miry Slough of 
Despofid^ which yawns for insolvent debt- 
ors ; and after catching at each twi^ and 
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experiencing the protracted agony of feeL 
ing them one hy one elude his grasps be 
actuall^r suiik into the miry pit whence he 
had been extricated by the prc^essional ex« 
ertions cff Httdie. 

" And, I suppose, now you have dragged 
this poor devil ashore, you will leave him 
half naked on the beach to provide for 
himself r said Halkit. « Hark ye,"— and he 
whispered something in his ear^ of whidi 
the penetrating and insihuating words, *^ In- 
terest with my Lord,^' alone reached mine. 

^ It is pessimi exen^pU^'^ said Hardie, 
laughing, ** to provide for a rumed client j 
but* I was thinking of what you mention, 
providing it can be inanaged— But hush ! 
here he comes.'* * 

The recent relation of the poor man^l 
misfortunes had given him, I was pleased to 
observe, a claim to the attention and re* 
«pect of the young men, who treated him 
with great civility, and gradually engaged 
him in a conversation, which, much to my 
satisfaction, again turned up on the Camts 

2 
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Celehres of Scotland. Emboldened by the 
kindness "with which he was treated, Mr 
Dunover began to contribute his share to 
the amusement of the evening. Jails, like 
other places, have their ancient traditions, 
known only to the inhabitants, and handed 
down from one set of the melancholy lod- 
gers to the next who occupy their cells* 
Some of these, which Dunover mentioned, 
were interesting, and served to illustrate 
the narratives of remarkable trials, which 
Hardie had at his finger-ends, and which 
his companion was also well skilled in. 
This sort of conversation passed away the 
evening till the early hour when Mr Dun- 
over chose tq retire to rest, and I also re- 
treated to take down memorandums of what 
I had learned, in order to add another nar- 
rative to those which it had been my chief 
amusemekit to collect, and to write out in 
detail. The two young men ordered a broiU 
ed bone, Madeira negus, atfd a pack ofcards, 
and 'Coraihenoed a game at picquet 
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Next morning the travellers lefl Oan« 
dercleugh. I afterwards learned from the 
papers that both have been since engaged 
in the great political cause of Bubble^ 
bvirgh and Bitem^ a suminary case, and 
entitled to particular dispatch ; but which, 
it. is thought, nevertheless, may outlast 
the duration of the parliament to which 
the contest reiers. Mr Halkit, as the 
newspapers informed me, acts as agent 
or solicitor ; and Mr Hardie opened for 
Sir Peter Plyem with singular ability, and 
to such purpose, that I understand he 
has since had fewer play-bills and more 
briefs in his ppcket. And both the young 
gentlemen deserve their good fortune i for 
I learned from Dunover, who called on me 
some wedcs afterwai*ds, and communicated 
the inteUigence with tears in his ^es, that 
their interest had availed to dt>tajn him a 
small office for the decent maintenance of 
his fiatmily ; and that, after a train of con<^ 
stantand uninterrupted misifortupe^becopld 
trace a dawn of prosperity to his havjfig the 
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good fortune to be flung from the top of a 
mail-coach into the river Gander, in com- 
pany with an advocate and a writer to the 
signet The reader will not perhaps deem 
himself equally obliged to the accident 
since it brings upon him the following nar- 
rative, founded upon the conversation of 
the evening. 
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CHAPTER U 

Whoe'er's been at Paris roust needs Inow the Greve, 
The fatal retreat of the vnfortunate^brave. 
Where honour and justice most oddly contribute. 
To ease heroes' pains by an halter and gibbet. 

There death breaks the shackles which force had put on. 
And the hangman completes what the judge but began'; 
There the squire of the poet» and knight of the post* 
Find their pains no more baulked, and their hopes no more 
crossVL 

In former tknes^ England had her Ty- 
burn, to which the devoted victims of jus- 
tice were conducted in solemn procession, 
up what is now called Oxford-Road. In 
Edinburgh, a large open street, or rather 
oblong square, surrounded by high houses, 
called the-Orassmarket, was used fm* the 
same melancholy purpose. It was not ill 
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dioaen fow Htch A^scene, b^ing 
able extent^ and thereiidre fit to aocommo- 
date a great number of spectators, sueh as 
are usually assembled by this melancholy 
spectacle. On the other hand^ Sew of tlie 
houses which surround it were, even in early 
times, inhabited by persons of fashion ; so 
tliat those likely to be ofiended or over deep* 
ly affected by. such unpleasant exhibitions, 
were not in the way of having their quiet 
disturbed by them. Th% houses in the 
Grassmarket are, generally speaking, of a 
mean description ; yet the place is not with* 
out some features of grandeur, being over- 
hung by the southern side of the huge rock 
on .which the castle stands,, and by the moss- 
grown battlements and turretted. walls of 
that aneient fortress. 

It was the custom, until within these five- 
and-twenty years^ or thereabouts, to use 
this esplanade for the scene of public execu* 
tions. The fatal d^y was announced to thQ 
public, by the appearance of a huge black 
gallows-tree towards the eastern end of the 
Grassmarket. This, ill-omened apparition 
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was of great height, with a scaflbld surround- 
ing it, and a double ladder placed against 
it, for the ascent of the unhappy crimi- 
nal and the executioner. As this appatatuft 
was always arranged before dawn, it seemed 
as if the gallows had grown out of the earth 
in the course of one night, like the produc- 
tion of some foul demon ; and I well re- 
member the fright with wtiich the schodt 
boy?, when I was one of their number, used 
to regard these ominous signs of deadly pre- 
paration. On the night after the execution 
the gallows again disappeared, and was con- 
veyed in silence and darkness to the place 
where it was usually deposited, which was 
one of the vaults under the Parliament- 
house, or courts of justice. This mode of 
execution is now exchanged for one simi- 
lar to that in front of Newgate,— with what 
beneficial effect is uncertain* The mentis! 
sufferings of the pannel are indeed shorten- 
ed* He no longer walks between the at- 
tendant clergymen, dressed in his graves- 
clothes, through a considerable part of the 
city, looking like a moving and walking 



corpse, while yet an mfaabitant of this world ; 
but, as the ultimate parpose of punishtnent 
has in view the prevention of crioies, it may 
at least be dDubtecl, whether, in abridging 
the melancholy ceremony, we have not in 
part diminished that appalling effect upon 
the spectators which is the useful end of all 
such inflictions, and in consideration of 
which alone, unless in very particular cases, 
capital sentences can be altogether justified. 
Upon the 7th day of September, 1736, 
these ominous preparations for execution 
were descried in the place we have descri- 
bed, and at an early hour the space around 
began to be occupied by several groupes, 
ivho gazed on the scaffi>Id and gibbet with 
a stern and vindictive shew of satisfac- 
tion very seldom testified by the populace, 
whose good^nature, in most cases, forgets 
the crime of the condemned person, and 
dwells only on his misery. But the act of 
which the expected culprit had been con- 
victed was of a description calculated near- 
ly and closely to awaken and irritate the re- 
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sentful feelings of t!ie multitode. The idle 
is well known ; yet it is necessary to re- 
capitulate it$ leading cif cumstances^ for the 
better understanding w^hat is to follow ; aQd 
the narrative may prove long, but I trust 
not uninteresting, even to those who have 
heard its general issue. At any rate^ some 
detail is necessary, in order to render in- 
telligible the subsequent events of our nar- 
rative. 

Contraband trade, though ft strikes at 
the root of legitimate government, by en- 
croaching Off its revenues, — though it in- 
jures the fair trader, and debauches the 
minds of those engaged with it,— is not 
usually looked upon^ either by the vulgar 
or by their betters, in a very heinou3 point 
of view. On the contrary^ in those coun- 
ties whero it prevails, the cleverest, bold- 
est, and most intelligent of the peasantr}% 
are uniformly engaged in illieit transactions, 
and very often with the sanction of the farm- 
ers and inferior gentry. Smuggling was 
almost universal in Scotland ia the reigns 
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of George L and II« ; for the people^ u^ 
accustomed to imposts, and regarding them 
as an unjust aggression upon their ancient 
liberties!, made no scruple to elude them 
whenever it was -possible to do so* 

The county of Fife, bounded by two 
friths on the south and north, and by the 
sea on the east, and having a number of 
small sea^ports, was long famed for main* 
tsnuing successfully a contraband trade;, 
and, as there were many seafaring men r^' 
siding there, who had been, pirates and 
buccaneers in their youth, there were not 
wanting a sufficient number .of daring men ^ 
to carry it on. Among these, .a fellow, call- 
ed Andrew Wilson, .orginally a baker in the 
village of Fathhead, was particularly ob- 
noxious to the revenue officers. He wss 
possessed of. great personal strength, cou- 
rage, and cunning, — ^was perfectly acquaint- 
ed with the coast, and capable of conducting 
^e most desperate enterprizes* On seve- 
ral occasions he succeeded in baffling the 
pursuit and researches of the king's officers i. 
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bot ht became so maeh the object of*their 
suflpicicuB and watchful atteotid), that at 
length be was totally ruined by )*epeated set*- 
zar^. The man became desperate. Heconv 
sidered himself as robbed and plundered ; 
-and took it into his head, that he had a right 
to make reprisals, as he could fidd opportu- 
nity. Where the heart is prepared for evil, 
opportunity is seldom loi^ wanting. This 
Wilson learned, that the Collector of the 
customs at Kirkaldy bad come to Pitteti- 
weem, in the course of his official round of 
duty, with a considerable sum of public 
money in his custody. As the amount waft 
greatly within the vblue of the goods which 
had been seised from him, he felt no scru* 
pie of conscience in resolving to reimburse 
himself for his losses, at the expence of the 
Collector and the revenue. He associated 
with himself one Robertson, and other two 
idle young men, whom, having been con« 
cerned in the same illicit trade, he persua- 
ded to view the transaction in the same 
justifiable light in whi<^h he himself consi* 
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ttdered it* They watched the motiom of 
the Collector ; they broke forcibly into the 
house where he lodged,*--*Wilsoni witli two 
of his assodates, entering the Collector's 
apartment, while Robertson^ the fourth^ 
kept watch at the door with a drawn cutlass 
in bis hand. The officer of the customs, 
conceiving his life in danger, escaped out 
of his bed-room window, and $ed in his 
shirt, BO that the plunderers, with much 
tose, possessed themselves of about fwo 
hundred pounds of public money. This 
robbery was committed in a very auda- 
cious manner, for several persons were 
passing tn the street at the time. But Ro- 
bertson, representiflg the noise they heard 
as a dispute or fray betwixt the Collector 
and the people of the house, the worthy ci- 
tizens of Pittenweem felt the;mselves no 
way calied on to interfere in behalf of the 
obnoxious revenue officer; so, satisfying 
themselves with this very superficial ac- 
count of the matter, like the Levite in the 
parable, they passed on the opposite side of 
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the way. An alarm was at length giveoi mi* 
fitaiy were called in, the depredators were 
pursued, the booty recovered, and Wilson 
and Robertson tried and condemned to 
death, chiefly on the evidence of an accom- 
plice^ 

Many thought, that in consideration* of 
the men's erroneous opinion of the nature 
of the action they had committed, justice 
might have been satisfied with a legs for- 
feiture than that of two lives. On the 
other hand, from the audacity of the faet, 
a severe example was judged necessary, 
and such was the opinion of the govern- 
ment. When it became apparent that the 
sentence of death was to be executed, files 
and other implements necessary for their 
escape, were transmitted secretly to the 
culprits by a friend from without. By 
these means tliey sawed a bar out of one 
of the prison-windows, and might have 
made their escape, but for the obstinacy of 
Wilson, who, as he was daringly resolute^ 
was doggedly pertinacious of his opinioh» 
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His comrade Robertson^ a joung and slea- 
der man, proposed to make the experiment 
of passing the foremost through the gap 
they had made, and enlarging it from the 
outside^ if necessary, to alio^ Wilson free 
passage. WilsoUi however, insisted^ on ma- 
king the first eKpertment, and betng a ro- 
bust and lusty m^Uy he not only found it 
impossible to get dirougb betwixt the bars, 
but, by his struggles, he jammed himself 
so fast, that he was unable to draw Ihs 
body back again. In these circumstances 
discovery became unavoidable, and suffi- 
cient precautions were taken by the gaol- 
er to prevent any repetition of the same 
attempt. Robertson uttered not a wo/d 
of reflection on his companion for the con- 
sequences of his obstinacy ; but it appeared 
from the sequel, that Wilson's mind was 
deeply impressed with the recollection, 
that, but for him, bis comrade, over whose 
mind he exercised considerable influence,, 
would not have engaged in the criminal 
enterprise which had terminated thus §^ 
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taliy ; and that •now he bad become his de- 
stroyer a second time^ since» but for his ob- 
8tinacy» Robertson mTghthave effected his 
escape. Minds like Wilson's^ even when ex* 
ercised in evil practices^ sometimes retain 
the po]ver {^thinking and resolving with 
enthusiastic, generosity* His whole mind 
was now bent on the possibility of saving 
Robertson's life, without the least respect 
to his own* The resdution which he ado{A- 
ed, and the manner in which he carried it 
" into effect, were striking and unusuaL 
Adjacent to the tolbooth or city gaol: of 
Edinburgh, is one of three cliurches into 
which the cathedral of St Giles is now di- 
vided, called, from its vicinity, . the Tol- 
booth Church. It was the custom, that 
criminals under sentence of death were 
brought to this church, with a sufficient 
. guard, to hear and join in public worship 
0n the Sabbath before execution^ It was 
supposed that the hearts of these unfortu- 
nate persons, however hardened before 
i^ainst ieelings of devotion, could not but 
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be accessible to them upon uniting their 
thoughts and voides, for the last time, along 
with their fellow-mortals, in addressing their 
Creator, And to the rest of the congrega- 
tion^ it wad thought it could not but be im« 
pressive and affecting, to find their devo- 
tions mingling with those, who, sent by the 
doom of an earthly tribunal to appear where 
the whole earth is judged, might be consi- 
dered as beings trembling on the verge of 
eternity. The practice, however edifying, 
has been discontinued since the incident 
we are about to detail. 

The clergyman, whose duty it was to 
officiate in the Tolbooth Church, had con- 
cluded an affecting discourse, part of which 
was particularly directed to the unfortu- 
nate men^ Wilson and Robertson, who 
were in the pew set apart for the persons 
in their unhappy situation, each secured 
betwixt two soldiers of the city guard. 
The clergyman had reminded them, that 
the next congregation they must join would 
be th^t of the just, or of the unjust: that 
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the psalms they now heard nmst be ex- 
changed, in the space of two brief days,' 
&r eternal hallelujahs, or eternal lamenta^ 
tions;. and that this fearful alternative 
must depend upon the state to which 
they might be able to bring their minds 
before the moment of awful preparation : 
that they should not despair on account of 
the suddenness of the summons, but rather 
to feel this comfort in their misery, that, 
though all who now lifted the voice,,, pr 
bent the knee in conjunction with them, 
lay under the same sentence of certa^i 
death, they only had the advantage of 
.knowing the precise moment at which it 
should. be executed upon them. << There* 
fore," urged the good man, his voice trem- 
bling with emotion, << redeem, th^ time, 
my unhappy brethren, wliich. is yet left, 
and remember, that,., with the. grace of 
Him to whom space and time are but as 
nothing, salvation may ye( be assured, 
even in the pittance of delay which the 
laws of your country afford you^*' 
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. Kobertsob was observed to wee}} at these 
words ; but Wilson seemed as one whose 
braio' had not entirely received their mean- 
ing, or whose thoughts were deeply- im- 
pressed with some different subject ;.-*an 
expression so natural to a person in his si- 
tuation, that it excited neither suspicion nor 
surprise.^ 

The benediction was pronounced as usu- 
al, and the congregation was dismissed, 
:many lingering to indulge their curiosity 
with a more fixed look at the two crimi* 
nah, who now, as well as their guards, roae 
up, as if to deps^rt when the crowd should 
permit them. A murmur of compassion 
was heard to pervade the spectators, the 
more genera^ perhaps, on account oi the 
alleviating circumstances of the case; when 
all at once, Wilson, who, we have noticed, 
was a very strong man, seized two of the 
soldier3, one with each hand, and calling 
at the same time to his companion, ** JS^un, 
Geordie, run !" threw himself on a third, 
and ^stened his teeth on the collar of his 
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coat. Robertson stood for a secOTid As if 
tfaunderstrucky and unable to avail himself 
of the opportunity of escape ; but the cry 
of " Run, run," being echoed from many 
around, whose fieelings »urpri<;ed them into 
a very natural interest in his behalf, he 
shook off the grasp of the remaining sol- 
dier, threw himself over the pew, mixed 
with the dispersing congregation, none of 
whom felt inclined to stop a poor wretch 
taking this last chance for bis life, gained 
the door of the church, and was lost to all 
pursuit. 

The generous intrepidity which Wilsota 
had displayed on this oc^sion augmented 
the feeling of compassion which attended 
his fate. The public, where their own pre- 
judices are not concerned, are easily en- 
gaged on the side of disinterestjedness and 
humanity, admired Wilson's behaviour, and 
rejoiced in Robertson's escape. This ge- 
neral feeling was so great, that it excited a 
vague report that Wilson would be rescued 
at the place of execution, either by the 
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mob or by some of his old associates, or 
by some second extraordinary and unex« 
pected exertion of strength and courage 
on his own part. The magistrates thought 
it their duty to provide against the possibi- 
lity of disturbance. They ordered out, for 
protection of the execution of the sentence, 
the greater part of their own City Guard, 
under the command of Captain Porteous, a 
man whose name became too memorable 
from the melancholy circumstances of the 
day and subsequent events. It may be ne- 
cessary to say a word about this person, and 
the corps which he commanded. But the 
subject is of importance sufficient to d9« 
serve another chapter. 
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CHAPTER III;- 

* 

And tiioui great god of aqua-vitse ! 
Wha sways the empire of this city, 
(When fou we're sometimes capernoity,) 

Be thou prepared* 
To save us frae Chat bladL banditti. 

The City Guard ! 

Ferguson's Daft Dfys. 

Captain John PohteodSj a name mc- 
mofable in the traditions of Edinburgh, as 
well as in the records of criminal jurispru- 
dence, was the son of a citizen c^ £din- 
burghy who endeavoured jto breed him up 
to his own mechanical trade. The youth, 
however, had a wild and irreclaimable pro- 
pensity to dissipation, which finally sent 
him to serve in the corps long maintained 
in the service of the States of Holland, and 
called the Scotch-Dutch. Here he learned 
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military discipliae; and, returning afler- 
wards, in the course of an idle and wan* 
dering life, to his native city, his services 
were required by the magistrates of £din« 
burgh in the disturbed year 1715, for dis- 
ciplining their City Guard, in which he 
shortly afterwards received a captain's com- 
mission* It was only by his military skill, 
and an alert and resolute trharacter, that 
he merited this promotion, for he is said to 
have been a man of profligate habits, am 
unnatural son, and a brutal husband. He 
was, however, useful in his station, and his 
harsh and fierce habits rendered him for- 
midable to rioters or disturbers of the pub- 
lic peace. 

. The corps in which he held4iis command 
is, or perhaps we should rather say was^ a 
body of about one hundred and twenty sol- 
diers, divided into three compames, and re- 
gularly armed, clothed, and embodied. It 
was chiefly veterans who enlisted in this 
corps, having the benefit of woi^ing at their 
trades when they w<ereoff duty. These men 
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had Uie charge of preserving public order, 
repressing riots and street robberiesi and at* 
tending on all public occasions where con* 
fusion or popular disturbance might be ex* 
pected. Poor Ferguson, whose irregulari- 
ties sometimes led him into unpleasant rep« 
contres with these military conservators of 
public order, and who mentions them so 
often that he may be termed their poet lau- 
reatCf thus admonishes his readersi warned 
doubtless by his own experience : 

'' Gude fblk, as ye come frae the fairi 

Bide yont frae this black squad ; 
There's nae sic savages elsewhere 

Allowed to wear cockad/' 

In fact, the soldiers ^f the City Guard, 
being, as we have said, in general discharged 
veterans, w^ho had strength enough remain* 
ing for this municipal duty, and being, 
moreover, in general Highlanders, were 
neither by birth, edacatioti, or former ha- 
bits, tr^ned fa endure with much pa- 
tience the iiisults of the rabble^ or the 
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provoking petalMce of truant MhoolbQjSt 
and idle debauoh^fea of all descriptions, 
with whom their occupation brought them 
into cootact On the contrary, the tern* 
pers of the poor old fellows were soured 
by the indignities with which the mob dis-* 
tinguishjed them on many occasions, and 
frequently might have required the soothe 
iqg strains pf the poet we have just quoted^w 

'' O ftoldisrt I for your aia dear sakei. 
For Scotland's love, the Land o' Caket, 
Gie not her bairnH sic deadly paiks. 

Nor be sae rude, 
Wi' fireloek or Lochaber axe, 

As apiU distr bluid I* 

On all occasions when holiday licenses 
some riQt and irr(^u)arityj a skirmish with 
these yeitefan^ was a favourite riecreatioiEi 
widii tha rAWe. of Edinburgh. These 
pfi^es .n)ay p^rtiaps scf? the j^gbt when 
many have in fr^si^ r/^eolkotion sqeh on-. 
^ffi» af we j^llq4^ to. , 3»it the ve^jerable- 
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01^ now be conisider^d as totally extinct^* 
Of late the gradual diminution -of th^se ci- 
vic soldiers reminds one of the abatement 
of King Lear'i3 hundred 'knights. The 
edicts of each succeeding set of magis-' 
trates have, like thos6 of Goneril and 
Regan; diminished this venerable band 
with the similar question, •* What need we 
five-'and- twenty ? — ten ? — or five ?" And it 
is now nearly come to, «* What need one ?*• 
A spectre may indeed liere arid there still 
be seen of an old grey-headed and grey- 
bearded Highlander, with war-worn fea- 
tures, but 4)ent double by age^ drQS$e4 in 
an old-fashioned cod^ed-hat, bound with 
white tape instead of silver lace ; and in 
coat waistcoat and breeches of ^ muddy- 
coloured red, bearing in his withered hand 
an ancient weapon, caHed a Lochaber-axe,' 
a long pole namely, with- an ^xe at tb^ 
extremity and a hook at llie 'back of the 
hatchet* Such a phantotii of JTOTmec days 
still creeps, I have been informed, round 
the statue of Charles theSeoondi in the' 
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Fatliament-Square, as if the image of a 
Stuart were the last refuge for any me- 
morial of our ancient manners ; and one 
or two others are supposed to glide around 
the door of the guard-house assigned to 
them in the Luckenbooths, when their 
ancient refuge in the High-street was laid 
low. But the fate of manuscripts bequeath- 
ed to friends and executors is so uncer- 
tain » that the narrative containing these 
frail memorials of the old Town*Guard 
of Edinburgh, who, with their grim and 
valiant corporal, John Dhu, (the fiercest 
looking fellow I ever saw,) were, in my 
boyhood, the alternate terror and derision 
of the petulant brood of the High School, 
may perhaps only come to light when all 
memory of the institution has faded away, 
and then serve as an illustration of Kay's 
caricatures, who hasi preserved the features 
of some of their heroes. In the preceding 
generation, when there was a perpetual 
alarm for the plots and activity of the Ja- 
cobites, some pains was taken by the ma- 
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gistrates of Edinburgli to keep this corps, 
though composed always of such mat^riais 
as we have noticed, in a mwe effective state 
than was after wards judged necessa-ry, when 
their most dangerous service was toskirmish 
with the rabble on the king's birth-day. 
They were, therefore, more the objects of 
hatred, and less that of seorn, than they 
were afterwards accounted. 

To Captain John Porteous, the honour 
of his command and of bis corps seems to 
have been a matter of high interest and im- 
portance. He was e^^ceedingly incensed 
against Wilson for the affront which he con- 
strued him to have put upon his soldiers, 
in the effort he made for the liberation of 
his companion, and expressed himself most 
ardently on the subject. He was no less 
indignant at the report, that there was an 
intention to rescue Wilson himself from the 
gallows, and uttered many threats and im- 
precations upon that subject,- which were 
afterwards remembered to his disadvantage. 
In fact, if a good deal of determination and 
promptitude rendered Porteous, in one 
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spect» fit to command guards designed to 
suppress popular commotion, he seems» on 
the other, to have been disqualified for a 
charge so delicate, by a hot and surly tem- 
per, always too ready to come to blows 
and violence ; a character void of principle ; 
and a disposition to regard the rabble, who 
seldom failed to regale him and his soldiers 
with some marks of their displeasure, as 
declared enemies^ upon whom it was na- 
tural and justifiable that he should seek op- 
portunities of vengeance. Being, however, 
the most active and trust-worthy among 
the captains of the City Guard, he was 
the person to whom the magistrates entrust- 
ed the command of the soldiers appointed- 
to keep the peace at the time of Wilson's 
execution. He was ordered to guard the 
gallows and scafTold, with about eighty 
mea, all the disposable force that could be 
spared for that duty. 

But the magistrates took farther precau- 
tions, which affected Porteous's pride very 
deeply* They requested the assistance of 
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part of a regular infantry regiment^ not to 
attend upon the execution, but to remain 
drawn up upon the principal street of the 
city, during the time that it went forward,, 
in order to intimidate the multitude, ia 
case they should be disposed to be unruly, 
with a display of force which could not be 
resisted without desperation. It may sound 
ridiculous in our ears, considering the fallen 
state of this ancient civic corps, that its of- 
ficer should have felt punctiliously jealous 
of its honour. Yet so it was. Captain Por- 
teous resented, as an indignity, the fetching 
the Welsh fusileers within the city, and into 
a street where no drums but his own were al- 
lowed to be struck, without the special com- 
mand or permission of the magistrates. As 
be could not show his ill humour to his pa- 
trons the magistrates, it increased his in* 
digns^tion and his desire to be revenged on 
the unfortunate criminal Wilson, and all 
who favoured him. These internal emo- 
tions of jealousy and rage wrought a change 
on the man's mien and bearing, visible to all 
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who saw him on the fatal morning when* 
Wilson was appointed to suffer. Fbrteoua's 
ordinary appearance was rather favourable. 
H^e was about the middle size, stout, and 
well made, having a military air, and yet 
rather a gentle and mild countenance. Uia 
complexion was brown, his face somewhat 
fretted with the scars of the small-pox, his 
eyes rather languid than keen or fierce. 
On the present occasion, however, it seem* 
ed to those who saw him as if he were agi- 
tated by some evil demon. His step was 
irregular, hi^ voice hollow and broken, his 
countenance pale, his eyes staring and wild, 
his speech imperfect and confused, and his 
whole appearance so disordered, that many 
remarked he seemed to be,^, a Scottish 
expression, meaning the state of those who 
are driven on to their impending fate by the 
strong impulse of some irresistible necessity. 
One part of his conduct was truly diabo- 
lical, if, indeed, it has not been exaggerated 
by the general prejudice entertained against 
bis memory. When Wilson, the unhappy 
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criminal, was delivered to him by the keeper 
of the prison, in order that he might be 
conducted to the place oF execution, Por- 
teous, not satisfied with the usual precau- 
tions to prevent escape, ordered him to be 
manacled. This might be justifiable from 
the character and bodily strength of the 
malefactor, as well as from the apprehen- 
sions so generally entertained of an expect- 
ed rescue^ But the handcuffs which were 
produced being found* too small for the 
wrists of a man so big-boned as Wilson^ 
Porteous proceeded with his own 'hands, 
and by great exertion of strength, to force 
them till they clasped together, to the ex- 
quisite torture of the unhappy criminal/ 
Wilson remonstrated against such barba- 
rous usage, declaring that the pain distract- 
ed his thoughts from the subjects of medi- 
tation proper to his unhappy condition. 

" It signifies little," replied Captain Por/- 
teous ; " your pain will be soon at an end." 

" Your crueky is great," answered the 
sufferer. " You know not how soon you 



THE H£ART OF MID-LOTBIAN. 79 

yourself may have occasion to ask tl>e mer« 
cy, which you are now refusing to a fellow 
creature; May God forgive you." 

. These words, long afterwards quoted and 
remembered, were all that passed between 
Forteous and bis prisoner ; but as they 
took air, and became known to the people, 
they greatly increased the popular compas« 
sion for Wilson, and excited a proportion- 
ate degree of indignation against For- 
teous ; against whom, as strict, and even 
violent in the discharge of his impopular 
office, the common people had .some real, 
and many imaginary causes of complaint. 

When the painful procession was comple* 
ted, and Wilson, with the escort, had arri* 
ved at the scaffold in the Grassmarket, there 
appeared no signs of that attempt to rescue 
bim which had occasioned such precautions. 
The multitude, in general, looked on with 
deeper interest than at ordinary execu- 
tionsj and there might be seen, ©n the 
countenances of many, a stern and indig- 
nant expression, like that with which the 
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ancient Cameronians might be supposed to 
witness the execution of their brethren, who 
glorified the covenant upon the same occa* 
sion» and at the same spot But there was 
no attempt at violence. Wilson himself 
seemed disposed to hasten over the space 
that divided time from eternity. The de^ 
votions proper and usual on such occasions 
were no sooner finished than he submitted 
to his fate, and the sentence of the law was 
executed. 

He had been suspended on the gibbet so 
long as to be totally deprived of life, when 
at once, as if occasioned by some newly« 
received impulse, there arose a tumult 
among the multitude. Many stones were 
thrown at Porteous and his guards ; some, 
mischief was done ; and the mob continu- 
ed to press forward with whoops, shrieks, 
howls, and exclamations. A young fellow, 
with a s&ilor's cap slouched over his face, 
sprung on the scaffold, and cut the Tope 
by which the criminal was suspended. 
Others approached to carry off the body. 
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either to secure for it a decent grave, or to 
try» perhaps, some means of resuscitation. 
Captain I^orteous was wrought by this ap- 
pearance of insurrection against his autho- 
rity into a rage so headlong as made him 
forget, that, the sentence having been fully 
executed, it was his duty not to engage in 
hostilities with the misguided multitude, 
but to draw off his men as fast as possible. 
He sprung from the scaffold, snatched a 
musket from one of his soldiers, command- 
ed the party to give 6re, and, as several eye- 
witnesses concurred in swearing, set them 
the example by discharging his piece, and 
#hooting a m^n dead on the spot. Several 
soldiers obeyed his command or followed 
his example ; six or seven people were slaio, 
and a great many were hurt and wounded. 
Ailer this ^ct of violence, the Captain 
proceeded to withdraw his men towards 
their guard-house in the High.street. The 
mob were not so much intimidated as in- 
censed by what had been done. They pur* 
sued the soldiers with execrations, accpm- 
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pianied by vollies of stones. As they pressed 
on them, the rear-most soldiers turned, and 
again fired with fatal aim and execution. It 
is not accurately known whether Porteous 
commanded this second act of violence j 
but of course the odium of the whole tran^ 
sactions of the fatal day attached to him^ 
and to him alone. He arrived at the guard- 
house^ dismissed his soldiers, and went to 
make his report to the magistrates eoncern- 
ing the unfortunate- events of the day. . 

Apparently by this time Captain Pon- 
teous had begun to doubt tlie propriety of 
his own conduct, and the reception he met 
with from the magistrates was such as to 
make him still more anxious to gloss it over. 
He denied that he had given orders to fire j 
he denied he had fired with his own hand ; 
he even produced the fusee which he carried 
as an 'officer for examination ; it was found 
still loaded. Of three cartridges whichhe 
wa^ seen to put in his pouch that morntngt 
two were still there ; a white handkerchief 

m 

was thrust into the muzzle of the piece, and 
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returaed unsoiled or blackened. To this it 
was answered, that he had not used his own 
piece, but had been seen to take one from 
a soldier* Among the many who had been 
killed and wounded by the unhappy fife^ 
there were several of better rank ; for 
even the humanity of such soldiers as fired 
over the heads of the mere rabble around 
the scaffold, proved in some instances fa* 
tal to persons who were stationed in win- 
dows, or observed the melancholy scene 
from a distance. The voice of public in- 
digns^tion was loud and general; and, ere 
men's temper had time to cooV the trial of 
Captain Porteous took place before the 
High Court of Justiciary. After a long and 
patient hearing, the jury had the difficult 
duty of balancing the positive evidence of 
many persons, and those of respectability, 
who deposed positively to the prisoner's 
commanding his soldiers to fire, and him- 
self firing his piece, of which some swore 
that they saw the smoke and flash,^ and 
beheld a man drop at whom it was pointed^. 
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with the negative testimony of others, who^ 
though well stationed^ for seeing what had 
passed, neither heard Porteous give orders 
to fire, nor saw him fire himself; but, on 
the contrary, averred that the first shot was 
fired by a soldier who stood close by him. 
A great part of his defence was also found- 
ed, on the turbulence of the mob, which 
witnesses, according to their feelings, their 
predilections, and their opportunities of ob- 
servation, represented difierently ; some de- 
scribing as a formidable riot, what others 
represented as a trifling disturbance, such 
as always used to take place on the like oc- 
casions, when the executioner of, the law, 
and the men commissioned to protect him 
in his task, were generally exposed to some 
indignities. The verdict of the jury suflS- 
ciently shews how the evidence preponde- 
rated in their minds. It declared that John 
Porteous fired a gun among the people as- 
sembled at the execution ; that he gave 
orders to his soldiers to fire, by which many 
persons were killed and wounded ; but, ^t 
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the same time, that the prisoner and his 
guard had been wounded and beaten, by 
stones thrown at them by the multitude. 
Upon this verdict, the Lords of Justiciary 
passed sentence of death against Captain 
John Porteoufc adjudging him^ in the com- 
mon form, to be hanged on a gibbet at the 
common place of execution, on Wednes- 
day, 8th September, 1736, and all his move- 
able property to be forfeited to the king's 
use, according to the Scottish law in cases 
of wilful murder. 
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CHAPTER HE 

^ Tlie hour'i come, but not the man." 

Kelpie* 

On the day when the unhappy Pdrteous^ 
was expected to suffer the sentence of the 
law, the place of execution, extensive as- it 
is, was crowded almost to suffocation... 
There was not a window in all the lofty 
tenements around it, or in the steep and 
crooked street called the Bow, by whicli 
the fatal procession was to descend from 
the High-Street, whick was not absolutely 
filled with spectators. The uncommon 
height and antique appearance of these 
houses, some of which were formerly the 
property of the Knights Templars, and the 
Knights of St John, and still exhibit on 
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their fronts and gables the iron cross of 
these orders, gave additional effect to a 
scene in itself so striking. The area of (he 
Grassoiarket resembled a huge dark lake 
or sea of human heads, in the centre of 
\s^hich arose^the fatal tree, tall, black, and 
ominous, from which, dangled the deadly 
halten Every object takes interest from its 
uses and associations, and the erect beam 
and empty noose, things so simple in them- 
selves, became objects, on such an occasion, 
of terror and of solemn interest. 

Amid so numerous an assembly there was 
scarce a word spoken, save in whispers. The 
thirst of vengeance was in some degree al« 
layed by its supposed! certainty ; and even 
the populace, with deeper feeling than they 
are wont to entertain, suppressed all cla« 
inoTOus exultation, and prepared to enjoy 
the scene of retaliation in triumph, silent 
and decent, though stem and relentless. It 
seemed as if the depth of their hatred to the 
unfortunate criminal despised to display it* 
self in any thing resembling the more noisy 
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current of their ordinary feelings. Had a 
stranger ONisulted only the evidence of his 
ears, he might have supposed that so vast a 
multitude were assembled for some purpose 
which affected them with €he deepest sor- 
row, and stilled those noises which, upon all 
ordinary occasions, arise from such a con« 
course ; but if* he gazed upon their faces, 
he would have been ii^stantly undeceived. 
The compressed lip, the bent brow, the 
stern and flashing eye of almost every one 
on whom he gazed, conveyed the expre&u 
sion of men come to glut their sight with 
triumphant revenge. It is probable that 
the appearance of the criminal might have 
somewhat changed the temper of the popu* 
lace in his favour, and that they might in 
the moment of death have forgiven the 
man- against whom their resentment had 
been so fiercely hekted* It had, however^ 
been destined, that the mutability of their 
sentiments was not to be exposed io this 
trial. 
The usual hour for producing the crimi* 
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nal had been past for many minute^ yet 
the spectators observed no symptom of his 
appearance. *^ Would they venture to de* 
fraud public justice V was the question 
which men began anxiously to ask at eacl) 
other. The first answer in every case was 
bold and positive. '< They dare not." But 
when the point was farther canvassed » other 
opinionc were entertained, and various cau^ 
ses of doubt were, suggested. Porteous had. 
been a favourite officer of the magistracy of 
the city, which, being a numerous and iBuc* 
tuating body, requires for its support a 
d^ree of energy in its functionafiesi 
which the individuals who compose it can* 
not at all times alike be supposed to pos* 
sess in their own persons* It was remem- 
bered, that in the Information for For- 
teous, (the paper, namely, in which his 
case was stated to the judges of the criminal 
court), he had been described by his coun- 
sel as the person on whom the magistrates 
chiefly relied in all emergencies of uncom- 
mon difficulty. It was argued too, that his 
conduct upon the unhappy occasion of 
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Wilson's^ execution, wa* capable of being 
attributed to an imprudent excess of zeal 
in the execution of his duty, a motive for 
which those under whose authority he act- 
ed might be supposed to^ have great syni« 
pathy. And as these considerations mtglK 
move the magistrates to make a favourable 
represetitation of Porteous's case, ther« 
were not wanting others in the higher de« 
partments of government, which would 
make such suggestions favourably listened 

tOv 

The mob oflBdinburgh, whren thoroufgh* 
ly excited, had been at all times one of the 
fiercest which could be found in Europe ; 
and of late years they had risen repeatedly 
against the government, . and sometimes 
not without success. They were conscious^ 
therefore, that they were no favourites with 
the rulers of the period, and that if Captain 
Porteous's violence was not altogether re- 
garded as good service, it might certainly 
be thought^ that to visit it with a capital 
punishment would render it both delicate 
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and dangerous for future officersi in the 
same circumstances, to act with effect in 
repressing tumults. There is also a natu« 
ral feeling, on the part of all members of 
government, for the general maintenance 
of authority ; and it seemed not unlikely, 
that what to the relatives o( the sufferers 
appeared a wanton and unprovoked mas* 
sacre, should be otherwise viewed in the 
cabinet of St James's. It might be there 
supposed, that, upon the whole matter. 
Captain Porteous was in the exercise of a 
trust delegated to him by the lawful civil 
authority ; that he had been assaulted by 
the populace, and several of his men hurt j 
and that, in finally repelling force by force, 
his conduct could be fairly imputed to no 
other motive than self-defence in the dis« 
charge of his duty. ' ^^ - 

These considerations, of themselves very 
powerful, induced the spectators to appre- 
jhend the possibility of a reprieve j and to the 
various causes which might interest the ru- 
lers in his favour, the lower part of the rabble 
added one which was peculiarly well adapt*- 
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ed to their comprehension. It was averred^ 
in order to increase the odium against For* 
teous, that while he repressed with the ut- 
most severity the slightest excesses of the 
poor, he not only overlooked the licence 
of the -young nobles and gentry^ but was 
very willing to lend them the countenance 
pf his official authority » in execution of such 
loose pranks as it was chiefly his duty to 
have restrained* This suspicion, which was 
perhaps much exaggerated, made a deep 
impression pn the minds of the populace } 
and when several of the higher rank joined 
in a petition, recommending Porteous to 
the mercy of the crown, it was generally 
supposed he owed their favour not to any 
conviction of the hardship of his case, but 
to the fear of losing a convenient accom- 
plice in their debaucheries. It is scarce 
necessary to say how much this suspicion 
augmented the people's detestation of this 
obnoxious criming, as well as their fear 
of his escaping the sentence pronounced 
against him. 
While these arguments were stated and 



T^Z HEART OF MCD-LOTHIAH. 9^ 

»' 

replied to, and canvassed and supported, 
the hitherto silent expectation of the peo- 
ple became changed into that deep and 
agitating murmur^ which is sent forth by 
the ocean before the tempest begins to 
howl. The crowded populace, as if the 
motions had corresponded with the unset- 
tled state of their minds, fluctuated to and 
fro without any visible cause of impulse, 
like the agitation of the waters, called by 
sailors the ground-swell. The news, which 
the magistrates had almost hesitated to 
communicate to them, were at length an- 
nounced, and spread among the spectators 
with a rapidity like lightning. A reprieve 
from the Secretary of State's office, undter 
the hand of his Grace the Duke of New- 
castle, had arrived, intimating the pleasure 
of Queen Caroline, (regent of the king- 
dom during the absence of George II. on 
the eontinent,) that the execution of the 
sentence of death pronounced against John 
Porteous, late Captain4ieutehant of the 
City Gruard of Edinburgh; present prisoner 
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I 

in the tolbobth of that city, be respited for 
six weeks from the time appointed for his 
execution. 

The assembled spectators, of almost all 
degrees, whose minds had been wound up 
to the pitch which we have described, ut- 
tered a groan, or rather a roar of indigna- 
tion andr disappointed revenge, similar to 
that of a tyger from whom his meal has 
been rent by his keeper when he was just 

about to devour it. This fierce exclama* 

* 

tion seemed to forebode some immediate 
explosion of popular resentment, and, in- 
fact, such had been expected by the ma- 
gistrates, and the necessary measures had 
been taken' to repress it. But the shout 
was not repeated ; nor did any sudden tu- 
mult ensue, such as it seemed to announce. 
The populace seemed to be ashamed of ha- 
ving expressed their disappointment in a 
Tain clamour^ and the sound changed, not 
into the silence which had preceded the 
arrival of these stunning news, but into 
stifled mutteringS) which each groupe rnain^ 
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tained among tbemsekes, and which were 
blended into one deep and hoarse murmur 
which floated above the assembly. Yet stilli 
though all expectation of the execution 
was over, the mob remained assembledi 
stationary, as it were, through very resent- 
ment, gazing on the preparations for death, 
which had now been made in yain, and 
stimulating their feelings, by recalling the 
-various claims which Wilson might have 
liad on royal mercy, from the mistaken 
motives on which be acted, as well as from 
the generosity he had displayed tov^ards 
his accomplice. ^^ This man,** they said,-^ 
** the brave, the resolute, the generowi, was 
executed to death without mercy for steaU 
ingJBt purse of gold, which in «eme sense he 
might consider as a fair reprisal ; while the 
profligate satellite, who took advantage of a 
trifling tumult, inseparable from such oc- 
casion, to shed the blood of twenty of his 
fellow-citizens, is deemed a fitting object 
.for the exercise of the royal prerogative of 
mercy* Is this to be borne ?-— would our 

4 
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I 

fathers hare borne it ? Are not we, like 
them, Scotsmen and burghers of Edin- 
burgh ?*' 

The officers of justice began now to re- 
move the scaffold, and other preparatioxis 
which had been made for the execution, in 
hopes, by doing so, to accelerate the dis- 
persion of the multitude. The measure 
had the desired e£fect ; for no sooner had 
the fatal tree been unfixed from the large 
itone pedestal or socket in which it was 
secured, and sunk slowly down upon the 
wain intended to remove it to the place 
where it was usually deposited, than the 
populace, after giving vent to their feel- 
ings in a second shbut of rage and mortifi- 
cation, began slowly to disperse to their 
usual abodes and occupations* 

The windows were in like manner gra- 
dually deserted, and groupes of the more 
decent class of citizens formed themselves, 
as if waiting to return homewards when 
the streets should be cleared of the rabble- 
Contrary to what is frequently the case. 
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this deseriptkm of persons agreed in gene- 
ral with the sentiments of their inferiors, 
and considered the cause as common to all 
ranks. Indeed, as we have already noti- 
oed, it was by no means amongst the low- 
est class of the spectators, or those most 
likely to be engaged in the riot at Wil. 
son's execution, that the faUl fire of Por- 
tecms^ soldiers had taken effect. Several 
persons w«re killed who were looking 
out at windows at the scene, who could 
not of course belong to the rioten, and 
were persons of decent rank and condi- - 
tion. The burghers, therefore, resenting 
the loss which had fallen on their own 
body, and proud and tenacious of their 
rights, as the citiaens of Edinburgh have 
at afl times been, were greatly exasperated 

at the unenpeoted respite of Captain Por- 
teous. 

It was noticed at the time, and after- 
wards more particularly remembered, that, 
while the mob were in the act of disper- 
sing, several individuals were seen busily 
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passing from one place and one groupe of 
people to another, remaining long with 
Done, but whispering for a little tiate with 
those who appeared to be declaiming most 
violently against the conduct of govern- 
ment. These active agents had the. ap- 
pearance of men from the country, and 
were generally supposed to be old friends 
and confederates of Wilson, whose minds 
were of course highly excited against For- 
teous. 

If, however, it was the intentioA of these 
men to stir the multitude to any sudden 
act of mutiny, it seemed for the time to be 
fruitless. The rabble, as well as the more 
decent part of the assembly, dispersed, and 
went home peaceably ; and it was only by 
observing the moody discontent on their 
brows, or catching the. tenor of the con- 
versation they held with each other, that a 
stranger could estimate the state of their 
minds. We will give the reader this ad* 
vantage, by associating ourselves with owe 
of ii\fi numerous groupes who were pam- 
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Ailly ascending the steep declivity of the 
West Bow to return to their dwellings in 
the Lawn-Market. 

<< An unco thing this, Mrs Howden," said 
old Peter Plumdamas to his neighbour the 
rouping-wife^ or saleswoman, as he offered 
her his arm to assist her in the toilsome as- 
cent, ^< to see the grit folk at Lunnon set 
their face against law and ^gospel9 and let 
loose sic a reprobate aa Forteous upon a 
peaceable town." 

<< And to think o' the weary walk they 
hae gi'en us/' answered Mrs Howden, witli 
a groan ; ^' and rsic a comfortable win- 
dow as I had gotten, too, just within a 
pienny-stane-x^ast of the scaffold — I could 
hae heard every word the minister said — 
and to pay twalpenuies ibr my stand, and 
a' for naething !" 

** I am judging," said Mr Plumdamas, 
f« that this reprieve wadna stand gude in 
the auld Scots law, when the kingdom was 
a kingdom." 

^' I dinna ken muckle about the la>v,-* 



100 TALES OF MT LANDLORD. 

answered Mrs Howden ; ^* but I kesi wfaeit 
we had a king» and a chancellor, and par- 
liament-men o' our ain, we could aye pee- 
hke them wi' stanes when they were na gude 
bairns-^But naebody's nails can reach the 
length & Lminon." 

^< Weary on LunnoD, and a' that e'er 
came out o*t T' said Miss Griaseli Damaboy, 
an ancient seamstress; ^* they faae ta'en 
awa' our parliameifit^ and they hae oppress* 
ed our trade. Our gentles will hardly al- 
low that a Scots needle can sew ruffles on a 
safk, or Usee on an owerlay." 

*^ Ye may say that->-Miss Damaboy and 
I ken o' them that hae gotten raisins £rae 
LunnoB by forpits at ance," re^onded 
Plumdamas ; ^ and then sic an host of idle 
English gangers' and excisemen as hae come 
down to vex and torment us, that an honest 
man canna fetch sae muckle as a bit anker 
o' brandy frae Leith to the Lawn-Market, 
but he's Uke to be rubbit o' the very gudes 
he's bought and paid for. — Weel, I winna 
justify Andrew Wilson for pitting hands on 
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¥rfaat wasna his ; bat if he took nae mair 
tiian his aiOy there's an awfu' difference be* 
tiveen that aod the fact that this man stands 
for.- 

^^ If ye speak about the law,*^ said Mra 
Howden^ ** here comes Mr Saddletree, that 
caa settle it as weel as ony on the bench^" 

Hie party she mentioned, a grave elder- 
)y pefson, with a superb periwig, dressed in 
a decent suit of sad-coloured clothes, came 
up aa she spoke, and courteously gave his 
arm to Miss Grizell Damaboy* 

It may be necessary to mention, that Mr 
Burtoline Saddletree kept an excellent and 
highly-esteemed shop for harness, saddles, 
&c. &c« at the sign of the Golden Nag, 
at the head of Bess-Wynd. His genius, 
lK>wever, (as he himself and most of his 
neighbours conceived,) lay towards the 
liBeightier matters of the law, and he failed 
not to give frequent attendance upon the 
pleadings and arguments of the lawyers 
and judges in the neighbouring square, 
wl^€9!e, to say. the truth, he waa oftener to 
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be found than would have consisted with 
his own emolument ; but that his wife, an 
active pains-taking person, could, in his 
absence, make an admirable shift to please 
the customers and scold the journeymen. 
This good lady was in the habit of letting 
her husband take his way, and go on im« 
proving his stock of legal knowledge with- 
out interruption, but, as if in requital, 
she insisted upon having her own will in 
the domestic and commercial departments 
which he abandoned to her. Now, as Bar- 
toline Saddletree had a considerable gift 
of words, which he mistook for eloquence^ 
and conferred more liberally upon the 
society in which he lived than was at all 
times gracious and acceptabl^e, there went 
forth a saying, with which wags used 
sometimes to interrupt his rhetoric, that^ 
as he bad a golden nag at his door, so 
he had a grey mare in his shop. This re- 
proach induced Mr Saddletree, upon all 
occasions, to assume rather a haughty and 
stately tone towards his stood woman, a 
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circumstance by which she seemed very 
little affected, unless when he attempted t6 
exercise anj real authority, when she never 
failed to fly into open rebellion. But such 
extremes Bartoline seldom provoked; for, 
like the gentle King Jamie, he was fonder 
of talking of authority than really exerci- 
sing it. This turn of mind was, on the 
'whole, lucky for him ; since his substance 
was increased without any trouble on his 
part, or any interruption of his favourite 
studies. 

This word in explanation has been 
thirown in to the reader, while Saddletree 
was lajing down, with great precision, the 
law upon Porteous's case, by which he ar- 
rived' at this conclusion, that, if Porteous 
had fired five minutes sooner, before Wil- 
son was cut down, he would have been 
Tcrsans in licito^ engaged, that is, fn a law- 
ful act, and only lial:)le to be punished 
propter excessum, or for lack of discretion, 
which might have mitigated the punish* 
ment to jDO^Tm ardinaria. 
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*^ DiscretiOB. !'' echoed Mrs Howckn^ on 
whom it may well] be sapposed the fine*- 
nei» c^ tbis^ diMinetion was entirely thrown 
away,r— ^* whan had Jock Porteous either 
grace, discretion, or gude manners? — I 
fiilnd when his Mhcf'-—- 

<^ But, Mrs Howden^" said Saddletree*-*-^ 

<< And I/' said Miss Damahoyf <^ notind 
whmi his mother''-^— --^ 

** Miss Damahey^^ entreated the inter* 
rupted orator-4<^-^ 

^< And I/' said Plumdamas, ^ mind when 
his wife^ — ^ 

<< Mr Fluiiulainaeh*-*Mrs Hawden^^Miss 
DMnaliay,'' again inaplored the orator,---* 
<^ piind the distinction, as Counsellor Cross- 
myloof says— « 1/ says he, * take a distinc- 
tion' Now, the body of the criminal being 
put down, and the eacecution ended, Por- 
teous was no longer official ; the act which 
h&^ came to protect and guard being done 
and endedi he was no better than euim ex 

*^ Quivis-^uivis^ Mr Saddletree, craving 
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your pardon/' said (with a prolonged em^ 
phasis on the first syllable) Mr Butler, the 
deputy schoolmaster of a parish near Edin- 
bui^h, who at that moment came up be» 
hind them as the false Latm was uttered. 

<< What signifies intcrmpttng me, Mr 
Butler ? — but I am- glad to see ye notwith- 
standing—*! spesk after Counsellor Cross- 
myloof, and he said eumaJ" 

^ If Counsellor Crossmyloof used the 
dative for the nominative, I would have 
crossed bis loof with a tight leathern strap, 
Mr Saddletree ; there is not & boy on the 
booby form but should have been sooiifgcd^ 
for such a solecism in grammar*** 

*< I speak Latin like a lawyer, Mr But* 
ler, and not like a schoolmaster,'^ retorted; 
Saddletree. 

<« Scasce like a school-boy, 1 thtnki?* re*'^ 
joined, Butler. 

^ It matters Httle," said Birtoline; •^all 
I mean to say is, that Porteous has become 
liable to the pcefui eatrof ardinem^ or capital 
punishment i which is to say, in plain Scotch, , 
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the gallows, simply because he did not fire 
'when he was in office, but waited till the 
budy was cut down, the execution whilk 
he had in charge to guard implemented, 
and be himself exonered of the public 
trust imposed on him." 

<< But, Mr Saddletree,'' said Plumdamas, 
** do ye really think John Porteous's case 
wad hae been better if he had begun firing 
before ony stanes were flung at a* ?" 

« Indeed do I, neighbour Plumdamas," 
replied Bartoline, confidently, ** he being 
then in point of trust and in point of 
power, the execution being but inchoat, or, 
at least, not implemented, or finally ended ; 
but after Wilson was cut down it was a' 
ower«-4ie was clean exauctorate, and had 
nae mair ado but to get awa' wi' his guard 
up this West Bow as fast as if there had been 
a caption after him-— And this is law, for I 
he)w] it laid down by Lord Vincovincen- 
tem." 

'.^ Vincovincentem ?-— Is he a lord of state, 
or a lord of seat if" enquired Mm Howden. 
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" A lord of seat — a lord of session.— I 
fash mysell little wi' lords o* state; they 
vex me wi' a wheen idle questions about 
their saddles^ and curpels, and holsters, and 
horse-furniture, and what they'll cost, and 
whan they'll be readjr — ^a wheen gallopping 
geese — my wife may serve the like o' them.'* 

^< And so might she, in her day, hae 
served the best lord in the land, for as little 
as ye think o' her, Mr Saddletree," said Mrs 
Howden, somewhat indignant at the con- 
temptuous way in which her gossip was men- 

4 

ttoned \ *' when she and I were twa gilpies, 
we little thought to hae sitten doun wi' the 
like o'my auld Davie Howden, or you either, 
Mr Saddletree." 

While Saddletree, who was not bright at 
a reply, was cudgelling his brains for an 
answer to this home-thrust, Miss Damahoy 
broke in on hitn. 

'< And as for the lords of state,*' said Misft 
Damahoy, •• y^ suld mind the riding o* the 
parliament^ Mr Saddletree, in the guiie 
auld time before the Uolon,-- a year's rent 
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oT mooy a gjude estate gaed for horse-gi atth 
and harnessing^ forbje broidered robes and 
foptiftiaptlciSt that wad hae stude by their 
lane wi' gohi: brocade, and that were muc^ 
Ide ia my ain liiie." 

*^ Ay, and tl^ai the lusty banquetting, 
with sweet-meats and comfita wet and dry, 
aad dried fruits of diifera sorts," aaid Hum- 
damas. ^* But Scotland was Scotland in 
these days.'' 

*^ III tell ye what it isj ndg^hours/' said 
Mrs Hawikn, <^ I'll ne'er believe Scotland is 
Seotknd ony main, if otir kindly Scots ait 
doun with the affront tfaejr hae gi'en us this 
<ifiy.' It's not only tiie bhide that U skedf 
but the blude that might hae been shed, 
HmfB riaqniredat ooit hands ;tbete was my 
dft^gbter's wean^ little S^pie Daidle-^Bi7 
oe, ye ken, Miss GrkeU^had plaid the tru^ 
ant frae the school, as bairns wtU do, ye 
ke6t Mr Butler**^ 

^1 And /or which^" inteqected Mr Buder, 
'! they sh<mld bp.sQimdly scoui^od by their 
well«tw«bei?s," 
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^^ Apd had just cruppin to the gallows' 
foot to see the hanging, as was natural for a 
wean ; and what for might na she bae been 
shot as weel as the rest o* theni» and where 
wad we a' hae been then ? I wonder how 
Queen Carline (if ber name be Carline)^ 
wad hae liked to hae had ane o' her ain 
bairns in sic a venture ?*' 

** Report says," answered Butler, *< that 
such a circumstance would not have dis* 
tressed her ms^esty beyond endurance.'' 

*« Aweel/' said Mrs Howden, " the sum o' 
the matter is^ that, were I a man, I wad hae 
amends o'Jock Porteous, be the upshot 
what like o't, if a' the carles and cat*Hnes ia 
England had sworn to the n^y-sny.'' 

^^ I would daw dowD the tolbooth door 
wi' my naUs,'' said Mrs Grizel, •« but I wad 
be at him/' 

«• Ye may be very right, ladies," said 
Butler, ** but I would not advise you to 
speak so loud." 

" Speak !" exclaimed both the ladies to- 
gether, " there will be naething else spo- 
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ken about frac the Weigh-house to the Wa- 
ter.port, till this is either ended or mended.'* 
The females now departed to their respec- 
tive places of abode. Plumdamas joined 
the other two gentlemen in taking their 
meridian (a bumper-dram of brandy), as 
they passed the well-known low-browed 
shop in the Lawh-Market, where they were 
wont to take that refreshment. Mr Plum- 
damas then departed towards his shop, and 
Mr Butler^ who happened to have some par- 
ticular occasion for the rein of an old bridle, 
(the truants of that busy day could have an- 
ticipated its application,) walked down the 
Xiawn-market with Mr Saddletree, eadh talk- 
ing as he could get a word thrust in, the one 
on the laws of Scotland, the other on those 
of syntax, and neither listening to a wonl 
which his companion uttered. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Elswhair he oolde right weel lay down the IxWf 
But in his house was meke as is a daw. 

Davib Lindsay. 

<< There has been Jock Driver the car- 
rier here, speering about his new graith,'' 
said Mrs Saddletree to her husband, as he 
crossed his threshold, not with the purpose 
by any means of consulting him upon his 
own affairs, but merely to intimate, by a 
gentle recapitulation, how much duty she 
had gone through in his absence. 

*• Weel;' replied Bartoline, and deigned 
not a word more. 

** And the laird of Girdingburst has had 
his running footman here, and ca'd himseU 
(he's a civil pleasant young gentleman), to 
see when the broidered saddle* cloth for his 

2 



113 TAJLSS OF MT LANDLORD. 

sorrel horse will be ready, for he wapts it 
agane the Kelso races." 

" Weel, aweel," replied Bartoline, as la* 
conically as before. 

" Arid his lordship, the Earl of Blazon- 
bury, Lord Flash and Fkme, is like to be 
clean daft, that the harness for the six 
Flanders mares, wi' the crests, coronets, 
housings, and mountings conform, are no 
sent hame according to promise gi'en." 

•* Weel, weel, weel-^weel, weel^ gu^e- 
wife," said Saddletree, '* if be gangs daft^ 
we'll haje him cognosced — it's a' very weel." 

•* It's weel that ye think «ae, Mr Saddle- 
tree," answered his helpmate, rather net4led 
at the indiiference with, which her report 
was received j ** there's moay ane wad hae 
thought themselves airohted, ifsae mony 
customers had caad and naebody to answer 
them but women-.folk, for a' the lads were 
aff sae siine as your back was turned to see 
Fbrteous hanged, that might be counted 
upQi) ; and sae, you no being at haaie" 
^ Houts, Mrs Saddletree," said Bartoline^ 
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with an air of consequeace, ** dinna deave 
me wi' your iiMseme ; I wa» under the 
necessity of being elsewhere-^WMi amnia^^ 
as Mr Crossmyloof said, when he was call- 
ed hy two macers at once, non Mmia possu* 
mus--'-^ssimus — 'possimi^^ ken our law- 
latin o&nCis Mr Butler's ears» but it means 
naebody, an' it were the Lord President 
himselly can do twa turns at ance/' 

" Very right, Mr Saddletree," answered 
his careful helpmate, with a sarcastic smile, 
^ and nae doubt it's a decent thing to leave 
your wife to look afler young gentlemen's 
saddles and bridles, when ye gang to see 
a man^ that never did ye nae ill, raxing a 
halter/' 

^^ Woman/' said Saddletree, assuming an 
elevated tone, to which the meridian had 
slomewhat contributed^ " desist, — I say foiv 
bear from intromitting with afiairs thou 
can*st not understand. D'ye think I was 
bom to sit here brogging an elshia through 
bend leather, when sic men as Duncan For- 
bes, and that other Arniston chield there, 
without mnckle greater parts, if the close- 
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head speak true, than mysell, maun be pre- 
sidents and king's advocates nae doubt^ and 
wha but they ? Whereas, were favour equal- 
ly distribute, as in the days of- the wight 
Wallace'' 

<< I ken naething we wad hae gotten by 
the wight Wallace/' said Mrs Saddletree^ 
** unless, as I hae heard the auld folk tell, 
they fought in thae days wi' bend-leather 
guns, and then it's a chance but whatif he 
bought them, he might forget to pay for 
them. And as for the greatness of your 
partSji Bartley, the folk in the close-head 
maun ken mair about them than I do, if 
they make sic a report of them.'* 

" I tpU ye, woman,* said Saddletree, in 
high dudgeon, V that ye ken naething 
about these mattery. In Sir William Wal- 
lace's days, there was nae man pinned 
down to sic a slavish wark as a Sadler's, for 
they got ony leather graith that they had 
use for ready-made out of Holland." 

« Well," said Butler, who was, like many 
of his profession, something of an humour- 
ist and dry joker, << if t|iat be the casci 
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Mr Saddletree, I tliink we have changed 
for the better ; since we make our own har- 
ness, and only import our lawyers from 
Holland.^ 

" It's too true, Mr Butler/* answered 
Bartoline with a sigh ; '^ if I* had had the 
luck-— or rather, if my father had had the 
sense to send me to Ley den and Utrecht 
to learn the Substitutes and Pandex** 

^* Ypu mean the Institutes — Justinian's 
Institutes, Mr Saddletree," said Butler* 

** Institutes and substitutes are synony* 
mous words, Mr Butler, and used indiffe- 
rently as such in deeds of tailzie, as you 

ft 

may see in Balfour's Practiques, or Dallas 
of St Martini Stiles. I understand these 
things pretty weel, I thank God ; but I awn 
I should have studied in Holland*'* 

" To comfort you, you might not have 
been &rther forward than you now are, Mr 
Saddletree," replied Mr Butler } ** for our 
Scottish advocates are an aristocratic race 
—Their brass is of the right Corinthian qua- 
lity, and Non cuivU contigit adire C^ntkum 
-^aha, Mr Saddletree ?" 
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<< And aha, Mr hitler,'' r^^ined Bavto- 
Uoe, upon whom^ as may well be supposecly, 
Ab jest was lost, and all but the sound of 
the wordsy " ye said a gliff syne it was qni^ 
Ms» and now I heard ye say cuivid with 
mj ain ears^l» plain as ever I beard a wot d 
at the fore-ban** 

<« Give me your patiencey Mr Saddiei- 
tree, and 111 explain the discrepancy in 
three woirds^" said Butler, as pedantic in his 
own department, though with infinitely 
more judgment and learning, as Bartoiine 
was in his self-assumed profession of the 
law-*" Give me your patience for a mo* 
ment — Yoii^U grant* that the nominative, 
case is that by which a person or thing it 
nominated or. designed, and which may be 
called the primary case, aU others being 
formed from it by alterations of the termi* 
nation in the learned languages, and by 
prepositions in our modern Babylonian jar« 
gQsi&^ You'll gcamt me that, I suppose, Mr 
Saddletree ?^' 

^ I dinna ken. whether I wfll or no^^ad 
amandumt ye ken— i-naebody should be i» 
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a hurry to make admissioiiSy eitlier in point 
of law or in qpoint of ftct," said Saddletree^ 
looking, or end^atoaring to lock^ as if ke 
tinder&iood \^t was sasd« 

^ And the dative case,'' continued But-i 
ler 



** I ken what a tutor dative is,** siud Sad« 
dletree, •• readily enough.'* 

^ The dative case," resumed the gram* 
marian, ** is that in which any thing is given 
or assigned as firoperly belonging to a per- 
son ^ or tiiifi9*-^Y0u cannot deny that, I am 
9ure.'* 

f' I am sure 1*11 no grant it though," 
saiid Saddletree* 

'^< Theo» what the deml d'ye take the 
nominative add ibe dative cases to be ?" 
said Butler^ hastiiy, and surprised at once 
out of liis decency of expression and aocu< 
racy of prononncdation. 

<« I'll teU you that at leisure, Idjr Butler/ 
said Saddletree, with a very knowing look ^ 
^ I'll take a day to see and answer every 
articleaof your condescendence, and then I'll 
hold ye to confess o€ deny as acxords/' 
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. << Come, come, Mr Saddletree,'' said his 
wife, ^^ we^U have nae confessions and con? 
descendences here ; let them deal in thae 
sort o' wares that are paid for them—- thej 
snit the like o' us. as ill as a demipique sad* 
die would set a draught ox/' 

<' Aha !" said Mr Butler, '' Optat ephip- 
pia bos piger, nothing new under the sun— - 
But it was a fiur fait of Mrs Saddletree, 
however.^' 

^ And it wad far better become ye, Mr 
Saddletree,'' continued his helpmate, ^< since 
ye say ye hae skeel o' the law, to try if 
ye can do ony thing for Effie Deans, puir 
thing, that's lying up in the tolbooth yon- 
der, cauld and hungry and comfortless*-*- 
a servant lass of oui^, Mr Butler, and as 
innocent a lass to my thinking, and as 
usefu' in the chop— When Mr Saddletree 
gangs out, and ye're aware he's seldom at 
hame when there's ony o' the plea*houses 
open, poor Effie used to help me to tumble, 
the bundles o' barkened leather up and 
down, and range out the gudes, and suit 
a' body's humours— *And troth, she could 



THE H^ABT OF MlD-LOTHIAN. 119 

aye please tiie customers wi' ber answers, 
for she was aye civile . and a bonnier lass 
wasna in Auld Reekie. And when folk 
were hasty and unreasonable, she could 
serve them better than me, that am no sae 
young as I hae been, Mr Butler, and a wee 
bit short in the temper into the bargain. 
For when there's ower motiy folk crying on 
me at anes, and nane but ae tongue to an- 
swer them, folk maun speak hastily or the}^'U 
ne'er get through wark — Sae I miss Effie 
daily"— 

<^ De die in Aiemi' added Saddletree. 

'^ I think," said Butler, after a good deal 
of hesitation, ^' I have seen the girl in the 
shop*<*a modest-looking, black-haired girl ?" 

" Ay, ay, that's just puir Effie," said her 
'mistress. *^ How she was abandoned to her- 
sell, or whether she was sackless o* the sin- 
fu' deed, God in Heaven knows ; but if she's 
been guilty, she's been sair tempted, and I 
wad amaist take my bible-aitK she hasna 
been hersell at the time." 
.. Butler had by this time become much 
agitated ; he fidgetted up and down the 
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shop, and shewed the greatest agitation 
that a person of soch strict decoram could 
be supposed to give way to. •* Was not 
this girl," be said, '* the daughter of An* 
drew Deans, that had the parks at ISt 
Lrconard^s taken ? and has she not a sis^ 
ter ?• 

" In troth has she— puir Jeanie Deans^ 
ten years elder than hersel ; she ^as here 
greeting a wee while syne about her sister. 
And what could i say to her, but that she 
behoved to come and speak to Mr Saddle- 
tree when he was at hame ? It wasna that 
1 thought Mr Saddletree could do her or 
any other body muckle good or ill, but it 
wad ^ye serve to keep the puir thing's 
heart up for a wee while ; and let sorrow 
cooie when "sorrow maun." 

w Ye're mistaken though, gudewife,*' 
said Saddl^ree scornfully, " for I couH 
hae gien her great sattsfiiction^ I could 
hae proved to her that her sister was in- 
dicted upon the statute sixteen hundred 
and ninety, chapter one—For the mair 
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ready prevention of child*murder-*for con- 
cealing her pregnancy, and giving no ac- 
count of the ch]ld which she had borne." 

«• I hope,** said Butler,—" I trust in a 
gracious Oodf that she can clear herself.* 

^ And sae do I, Mr Butler,** replied Mm 
Saddletree. ^ I am sure I wad hae answer- 
ed for her as my ain daughter } but, waet 
my heart, I had been tender a^ the simmer^ 
and scarce ower the door o* n^y room fw 
twal weeks. And as for Mr Saddletree^ 
he might be in a lying-in hospital, and 
n^er find out what the women cam there 
for. Sae I could see little or naething o^ 
her, or I wad hae had the truth o' her situa- 
tion out o* her, Tse warrant ye— -But we a* 
think her sister maun be able to speak soihe* 
thing to clear her.** 

^ The haill Parliament-house,** said Sad^ 
dletree, ^ was speaking o* naething else, till 
this job o* Porteous*s put it out o* head-««» 
It's a beautiful point of presumptive mur- 
der, and there's been nane like it in the 
Justiciar Court since the case of Luckie 
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Smith the faowdie> thatt suffered in the year: 
saxteen hundred and seveuty-nioe/' 

« But what's the matter wi' you, Mr 
Butler/' said the good woman } " ye «re 
looking as white as a sheet ; will ye take a 
dram?*^ . 

• « By no means/' said Butler* compek, 
ling himself to speak* ^^ I walked in fron^ 
Dumfries yesterdayy and this is a waroi 
day/' . 

.« Sit down," said Mrs Saddletree, laying, 
hands on him kindly, ^^ond rest ye-^ye'U 
kill yourselly man, at that rate. — And are 
we to wish ye joy o' getting the scule, Mr 
Butler?'* 

« Yes-~no— I do not know.*^ 

" Ye dinna ken whether ye are to get 
the free scule o' Dumfries or no, after hing- 
ing on and teaching it a' the simmer ?" 

*< No, Mrs Saddletree— I am not to have 
it," replied Butler. « The Laird of Black-: 
atrthe-bane had a natural son bred to the 
kirk that the presbytery could not be pre* 
vailed on to licence j and so"- 
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** Ay, ye need say nae mailr about it j if 
there yfzs a laird that had a puir kinsman 
or a bastard that it wad suit, there's eneugh 
said* — And ye're e'en come back to Libber- 
ton to wait for dead men's sho(Hi ? — and^ 
for as frail as Mr Whackbairn is, he may 
live as lang as you, that are his assistant and 
successor." 

" Very Uke,*' replied Butler with a sigh ; 
<* I do not know if I should wish it other- 



wise.*' 



** Nae doubt it's a very vexing thing,'* 
continued the good lady, <^ to be in that 
dependent station } and you that hae right 
and title to sae muckle better, I wonder 
how ye bear these crosses." 

^* Quos diligit castigat/' answered Butler ; 
^* even the pagan Seneca could see an ad- 
vantage in affliction. The Heathens had 
their philosophy, and the Jews their reve- 
lation, Mrs Saddletree, and they endured 
{heir distresses in their day. Christians 
have a better dispensation than either*-^ 
but doubtless" 
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He stopped and sighed. 

<* I kpn what ye mean/' said Mrs Saddle- 
tree^ looking toward her husband ; ^' there's 
whiles we lose patien^qe in s^ite of baith 
book and Bible—But ye are no gaun awa^ 
and looking sae poorly— ye'll stay and take 
some kale wi' us ?" 

Mr Saddletree laid aside Balfour's Prac- 
tiguesi (bis favourite study, and much good 
may it do him,) to join in his. wife's hospi- 
table importunity. But the teacher de* 
elined all entreaty, and took bis leave up- 
on the spot* 

<< There's somtthixkg m a' tys," said Mrs 
Saddletree, locdcing after him as he walked 
up the street ; <* I wonder what makes Mr 
Butler sae distressed about Effie's misfor- 
tunes-there was nae acquaintance atw^en- 
them that ever I saw or heard, of; but 
they were neighbours when David Deans 
^as on the Laird of Dumbiedike's land« 
Mi^ Butler wad ken her father, or some o* 

4 

her folk.!— Get up/ Mr Saddletree-'-^-ye have 
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set yoursell down on the very brecham that 
wants stitching— And herels little Willie^ 
the prentice. — Ye little rin-there-out dell 
that ye are^ what takes you raking through 
tiie gutters to see fdk hangit ?-— how wad 
ye like when it cums to be your ain chance, 
as I winna ensure ye, if ye dinna mend your 
manners? — And vfhsA are ye maundering 
and greeting for, as if a word were breaking 
your banes ? gang in bye, and be a better 
bairn another time, and tell Peggy to gi'e 
ye a bicker o' broth, for ye'll be as gleg as 
a gled, I'se warrant ye.«*-It's a fatherless 
bairn, Mr Saddletree, and motherless, whilk 
in some cases may be waur, and ane wad 
take care o' him, if they could«-it's a Chris* 
tian duty.'* 

** Very true, good wife,'' said Saddletree 
in reply, <* we are in loco jparenfis to him 
during his yewi of pupillarity, smd I hae 
had thoughts of iq[>plying to the Court for 
a commission: as £u:tor loco tutoris, seeing 
there is nae tutor nominate, and the tutor- 
at-law declines to act j but only I fear the 
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expenc^ of the procedure wad not be in 
rem versam, for I am not aware if Willie 
has ony effects whereof to assume the ad- 
ministration." 

He concluded this sentence with a self- 
important cough, as one who has kid down 
the law in an indisputable manner* 

«* Effects !" said Mrs Saddletree, " what 
effects has the puir wean ? — he was in rags 
when his mother died ; and the blue polo- 
nie that Effie made for him out of an auld 
mantle of my ain, was the first decent dre^RB 
the bairn ever, had on. Poor Effie ! can ye 
tell me na really, wi' a' youi law, will her 
life be in danger, Mr Saddletree, when they 
are na able to prove that ever there was a 
bairn ava ?" 

" Whoy,** said Mr Saddletree, delighted 
at having tor once in his life seen his wife's 
attention arrested by a topic of legal dis- 
cussion—" Whoy, there are two sorts of 
murdrum or murdragium, or what you pa- 
pulariter et vulgariter call murther. I mean 
there are many sorts j for there's your mujc 
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thxuiti per vigilia^ el imidkUf aad your 
murthrum under trust." . . 

** I am sure that's Ae way the gentry 
murder us merchants, and whiles makes us 
shut the booth up — but that has naething 
tado wi' £ffie's misfortune.'' 

* ' The case of Efiie (pt Euphemia) Deans/* 
resumed Saddletree, *^is one of those cases 
of murder presumptive^ that isi a murder of 
the. law's inferring or construction; being 
derived from certain indidia pr grounds of 
suspicion •'' 

•• So that," said the good woman, " un- 
less poor EfBe has communicated her situ- 
ation, she'll be banged by the neck, if the 
bairn was still-born, or if it be alive at this 
moment ?" 

" Assuredly," said Saddletree, " it being 
a statute made by our sovereign Lord and. 
Lady, to prevent the horrid delict offering- 
ing forth children in secret— the crime is 
rather a favourite of the law, this species 
of murther being one of its ain creation*" 

^< Then, if the lav makes murders," said 



128 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

Mrs Saddletree^ ^< the law should be haldg- 
ad for them ; or if they wad hang a lawyer 
instead^ the country wad find nae faut.'' 
« A summons to their frugal dinner inter- 
Topted the further progress of the conver- 
sation, which was otherwise like to take a 
turn much less favourable to the science 
of jurii^rudence and its professors, than 
Mr BartoUne Saddletree, the fond admirer 
1^ both, had at its opening anticipated. 
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CHAPTER V. 

But up then mite all Edinbiirg^y 
They all rose up by thouaandB three, 

Johnttie Amutrang^s Ooodnigkt, 

BuTLBRi on his departure from the sign 
of the Gokleii Nag^ went in quest of % 
friend of his connected with the law, at 
whom he wished to make particular enqui* 
lies concerning the circumstances in which 
the unfortunate young woman mentioned 
in the last chapter was placed, having, as 
the reader has probably already conjectu- 
red I reasons much deepw than those dic- 
tate by mere humanity, for interesting 
himself in her fatCi^ lie found the person 
he sought absent from home, and was 
equally unfortunate in one or two other 
calls which he made upon acquaintances 
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whom he hoped to interest in her story. 
But every body was, for the moment, 
stark-mad on the subject of Porteous, and 
engaged busily in attacking or defending 
the measures of government in reprieving 
him ; and' the ardour of dispute had exci- 
ted such universal thirst, that half the young 
lawyers and writers, together with their 
. very clerks, the class whom Butler was 
looking after, had adjourned the debate to 
some fevourite tavern; It was computed 
by an experienced arithmetician, that there 
was as much twopenny ale consumed ofi 
the discussion as would have floated a first 
rate man of war* 

Butler wandered about until it was dusk, 
resolving to take that opportunity of vi* 
siting the unfortunate young woman, when 
his doing so might be least observed ; for 
he had his own reasons for avcHding the 
remarks of Mrs Saddletree, whose shop- 
door opened at no great distance from 
that of the gadi, though on the opposite qr 
south aide of the street, and a little higher 
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up^ He passed^ therefore, through the nar- 
row and partly covered passage leading 
from the north-west end of the Parliament 
Square* 

He stood now before the Gothic en<- 
trance of the ancient pusop, which, aa is 
well known to* atl* men, rears its ancient 
front in the vety middle of the High- 
street, forming, as it were, the terminal 
tion to a huge pile of buildings called the 
Luckenbooths, which, for some inconcei- 
vable reason, our ancestors have jammed 
inta the midst of the principal street of 
the town, leaving for passage a narrow 
street on the north, and on the south, into 
which the prisoa opens, a narrow- crooked 
lane, winding betwixt the high and sombre 
walls of the Tolbootb and the adjacent 
houses on the one side, and the buttresses 
and projections of the old Cathedral upon 
the other. To give some gaiety ta this 
sombre passage, (well known^by the name 
of the Krames,). a number of tittle booths, 
;Gr shops, after the fashion of coblers' stalls, 
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are plaistered, as it were^ against the Gothie 
projections and alKttiaeiitSy so that it seem- 
ed as if the traders had occupied with nests, 
bearing the same propwtion to the build- 
ing, every buttress and coign of vantage, as 
the martlett did in Macbeth's Castle. Of 
tater years these booths have degenera- 
«d into mere toy.shop% where the little 
foiterers chiefly interested in such wares 
tee tempted to Hnger, enchanted by the 
tich display of hobby-horses, babie«, and 
Putch toys, arranged in artful and gay 
confusion; yet half-scared by the cross- 
looks of the withered pantaloon, or spec-^ 
iacled old lady, by whom these tempting 
stores are watched and superintended. 
But, in the times we write of, the hosiers, 
tiie glovers, the hatters, the mercers, the 
milliners, and all who dealt in the tniscel- 
laneous wares now termed haberdashei^s 
goods^ were to be found in this narrow 
alley. 

To return from our digression. Butler 
found the outer turnkey, a tall thin dd 
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man, with long silver hair, in the act of 
locking the outward door of the jail. He 
addressed himself to this person, and asked 
admittance to Effie Deans, confined upon 
accusation of child-nmrden The turnkey 
looked at him earnestly, and, civilly touch- 
ing his hat out of respect to Butler's black 
coat and clerical appearance, replied, ^< It 
was impossible any one could be admitted 
at present** 

'^ You shut up earlier than usual, proba- 
bly on account of Captain Porteous's aiikir i^ 
said Butler. 

The turnkey, with the true mystery of a 
person in oflSce, gave two grave nods, and 
withdrawing from the wards a ponderous 
key of about two feet in length, he pro- 
ceeded to shut a strong plate of steel, which 
folded down above the key-hole, and was 
secured by a steel-spring and catch. But- 
ler stood still instinctively while the door 
was made fast, and then looking at his 
watch, walked briskly up the street, mut 
tering to himself almost unconsciously—- 
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' Porta adversaj ingens^ solidoque adamanke coluBmse ; 

Vis ut nulla virum^ non Ipsi ex^cindire ferro . 
Coelicolae valeant — Stat ferrea turris ad auras— &c.* 

Having wasted more time in a second 
fruitless attempt to seek out his legal friend 
and adviser, he thought it time to leave the 
city and return to bis place of residence^ in 
a small villagCi about two miles and a half to 
the southward of Edinburgh. The metro- 
polis was at this time surrounded( by a high 
wally with battlements and flanking projec- 
tions at some intervals, and the access was 
through gates, called in the Scottish lan- 
guage poTtSy which were regularly shut at 
night* A small fee to the keepers would 
indeed procure egress and ingress at any 
time, through a wicket left for that pur- 



^ Wide 18 the fronting gate» and raised on high. 
With adamantine columns threats the sky ; 
Vain is the force of man, and Heaven's as vain. 
To crush the/ pillars which the pile sustain ; 
Sublime on these a tower of steel is reared. 

Dryden's ^ir^fi^Bpok vi^. , 
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pose in the large gftte> but it was of some 
importance to a man so poor as Butler, 
to avoid even this slight pecuniary mulct; 
and fearing he might be near the hour of 
shutting the gates, he made for that to 
which he found himself nearest, although, 
by doing so, he somewhat lengthened his 
walk homewards. Bristo-port was that 
by which his direct road lay, but the West- 
port, which leads out of the Grass- market, 
was the nearest of the city gates to the 
place where he found himself, and to that, 
therefore, he directed his course* He reach* 
ed the port in ample tim^ to pass the cir- 
cuit of the walls, and enter a suburb called 
Fortsburgh, chiefly inhabited by the lower 
order of citizens and mechanics. Here he 
was unexpectedly interrupted. 

He had not gone far from the gate before 
he heard the sound of a drum, and, to his 
great surprise, met a number of persons, 
sufficient to occupy the whole front of the 
streeti and form a considerable mass behind, 
moving with great apeed towards the gatQ he 
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liad just come from, and having in (ront of 
them a drum beating to anns. While he 
considered how he should escape a party, 
assembled, as it might be presumed, for no 
lawful purpose, they came full oq him and 
stopped him. 

*• Are you a clergyman ?** one question- 
ed him. 

Butler replied that ^' he was in orders, 
but was not a placed minister/' 

♦* It's Mr Butler from Libbertori,* said a 
voice from behind j " hell discharge the 
duty as weel as ony man." 

/• You must turn back with us, sir," said 
the first speaker, in a tone civU bat pe- 
remptory., 

^ For what purpose, gentlemen f^ said 
Mr Butlen ^^ I live at some distance from, 
town— the roads are unsafe by night'^^you 
will do me a serious injury by stopping me.^ 

•« You shall be seen safely home— no man 
shall touch a hair of your head---^but you 
must, and shall come along with us." 

^ But to what purpose or ^nd» gentle* 
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men ?' said Butler. ^ 1 hope you will be 
'SO civil as to e^lain that to me f 

<* You shall know that in good time. 
Coice aloDg-^fiir ^owse yoo must, by force 
or fair means ; and I warn you to look nei- 
ther to the right haind nor the lefit» and to 
take no notice of any man's face, but con- 
sider all that is passing before you as a 
dream." 

« I would it were a dream I could awa- 
ken from,'' said Butler to himself} but, ha- 
ving no means to oppoee die violence with 
Tfhich he was threatened, he was compellied 
to turn round and march in front of the 
irioterst two men partly supporting and part- 
ly holding him. During this parley the 
insurgents had made themselves masters <^ 
the WaUpoiU rushing up(m the waitert 
(so the people were called who hsul the 
chaige of the gates), and possessing them- 
aelves of the keys. They bolted and barred 
the folding doors, and commanded the per- 
smiy whose duty it usually was, to secure 
the wicket) of which they did not under- 
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Stand the fastenings. The naaD» terrified 
at an incident so totally unexpected, was 
.unable to perform his usual office, and 
gave the matter up, after several attempts. 
The rioters, who seemed to have come 
prepared for every emergency, called for 
torches, by the light of* which they naited 
up the wicket with long nails, which, it 
seemed probable^ they had provided on 
purpose* 

' While this* was going on, Butler coidd 
not,' even if he had been willing, have avoid* 
«d making remarks on the individuals who 
seemed to lead this singular mob. The 
torch light, while it fell on their forms and 
left him in the shade, gave him an oppor- 
tunity to do so without their observing him. 
Several of those who seemed most active were 
Pressed in sailors jackets, trowsers, ami sea 
cap&i;othersinlargeloose-bodiedgreat-coats» 
and slouched hatsj and there were several, 
who, judging from their dress, should have 
been called women^whose rough deep voices^ 
uncommon size, and mascnline dejiiortment 
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and mode of walkings forbade them being 
ao interpreted. They moved as if by some 
well-concerted plan of arrangement. They 
hiad signals by which they knew, and nick- 
names by which they distinguished eadh 
other. Butler remarked^ that the name of 
l^iidfire was used among them, to whidi 
one stout Amazon seemed to reply. 

The rioters left a small party to observe 
the West Fort, and directed the waiters, as 
they valued their lives, to remain within their 
lodge, and make no attempt for that night 
ito repossess themselves of the gate. They 
then moved with rapidity along the low 
street called the Cowgate, the mob of the 
city every whete rising at the sound of 
their drum,' and joining them. When they 
arrived at the Cowgate Port, they seci>- 
red it with as little opposition to th^ foi:« 
mer, made it fast, and left a small party 
to observe it. It was afterwards remark- 
ed, as a singular instance of prudence and 
precaution, singularly combined with au- 
dacity, that the parties left to guard thpse 
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gates did not remain stationaiy oa theii 
posts, but flitted to and fro, keeping so 
near the gates ftt to see that no efforts 
were made to open them, yet not remain- 
ing so long as to have their persons obr 
served. The mob, at first only about one 
hundred strong, now amounted to thoun 
sands; and \vere increasing every moment. 
They divided themselves so as to ascend 
with more speed the various narrow lanes 
which lead up from the Cowgate to the 
High Street i and still beating to arms as 
they went, and calling on all true Scotsmen 
to join them, they now fiUed the principal 
street of the city* 

The Netherbow Port might be called the 
Teqiple-bar of Edinburgh, as, intersecting 
the High Street at its termination, it divided 
Edinburgh, properly so called, from the 
suburb called the Canongate, as Temple- 
bar divides Londpii fipm Westminster. It 
was of the utmost importance to the rioters 
to possess themselves of this pass, becsmse 
there w^s quartered in the Canongate at 
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that tune a regiment of infiurtrjr, command- 
ed by Colonel Moyle, which might have 
occupied the city by advancing throttgk 
this gate^ and totally defeated the pitrpose 
of the rioten^ llie leaders therefore hat- 
teoed to tibe Netbecbow Portt which tbej 
secured in the same manner, and vi& at 
little tirouhle» at the other gatet^ leaving a 
party tO watch it, strong in proportion to 
the importance of the post. 

The next object of these hardy insur- 
gents was at mice to disarm the City Gruard, 
and to procure tjrms for themsielves $ for 
scarce any weapons but staves and blud* 
geons had been yet seen among them. The 
Guard-house was a kmg, low, ug^y build- 
iogt (removed in I787>) which to a fanciful 
imagination might have suggested the idea 
of a long bkck snail crawling up the mid- 
dle of tke Hig^ Street and delbrming its 
beauti&I esplanade. This fbcihidable insure 
rection bad been so unexpected^ that there 
were no more than the ordinary serjeaht^t 
guard of tibe city-corps upon diily j ^veri 
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these were witliout any supply of powder 
and ball; and sensible enough what had 
rai^d the storm, and which way it was roll- 
ing, could hardly be supposed very desirous 
to expose themselves by a valiant defence 
to the^ animosity of so numerous and despe* ' 
sate a mob, to whom they were on the pre- * 
sent occasion much more than usually ob» 
noxious* 

There was a centinel upon guard, who 
(that one town-guard soldier might do his 
duty on that eventful evening,) presented 
hts piece; and desired the foremost of the 
rioters to stand off. The young amazon, 
whom Butler had observed particularly ac- 
tive, sprung upon the soldier, seized his 
musket, and after a struggle succeeded in 
wrenching it from him, and throwing him 
down on the causeway. One or two sol* ' 
diers who endeavoured to turn . out to the 
support of their centinel, were in Ithe same 
manner seized and disarmed, and the mob ! 
without difficulty possessed themselves of 
the Guard-house, disarming and turning 
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out the rest of the men on diity. It was 
remarked, that notwithstanding the city 
soldiers had been the instruments of the 
slaughter which this riot was designed^ to 
revenge, no ill usage or evea insult ^was of- 
fered to them. It seemed as if the ven« 
geance of the people disdained to stoop at 
any head meaner than that. which they con« 
sidered as the.source and origin of their in^ 

r 

juries. 

On possessing themsdves of the "guardv 
the first act was to destroy the drums by 
which they supposed an alarm might be 
conveyed to the garriscm in the castle ; 
for the same reason they now «iienced tbeii: 
own, which was beaten by a young fellow, 
son to the drummer of Portsburgh, whom 
they had forced upon that service. Their, 
next business was to distribute among the 
boldest of the rioters the guns, bayonets,: 
partizans, halberts, and battle or Lochaber 
axes. Until this period the principal rioters 
had preserved «iience on the ultimate ob- 
ject of their rising, as being that which all 
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knew^ but none expressed. Now, however, 
having accomplished aU the pri^limihary 
part9 of their design, they raised a tremen* 
dous shout of ^' Porteous ! Porteous ! To 
the Tolbooth ! To the Tolbooth !*' 

They proceeded with the same prudence 
when the oh^tct seemed to be neady in 
their grasp, as they had done hitherto when 
success was more dubious* A strong party, 
of the rioters, drawn up in front of the 
Luckenbooths, and facing down the street^ 
prevented all access from the eastward^ and 
the west end of the defile formed by the 
Luckenbooths was secured in the same man* 
ner ; so that the Tolbooth was cmnpletely 
surrounded, and those who undertook the 
task of breaking it open effectually secured 
against the risk of interruption. 

The magistrates, in the mean while, had 
taken the alarm, and assembled in a tavern^ 
with the purpose of raising some strength 
to subdue the riotdrs. The deacons, or 
presidents of the tra.des, were iqppHed to^ 
but declared there was little chante of 

8 
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their being useful where it was the object 
to save a man so obnoxious. Mr Lindsay^ 
member of parliament for the city, vo- 
;lunteered the perilous task of carrying a 
verbal message from the Lord Provost to 
•Colonel Moyky the commander of the re- 
giment lying in the Ganongate, requesting 
him to foree the Netberbow-Fort, and en- 
.ter the city to put down .the tumult. But 
.Mr Lindsay declined to charge himself with 
;any written order, which, if found on his 
.person by an enraged mob, might have 
cost him his life .; andthe issueof the appli- 
cation was, that Colonel MoyIe> having uo 
written requisition from the civil authori« 
ties, and having the fate of For teous. before 
his ey.e^ as an example of the severe con« 
:struGtion put by a jury on the proceedings 
of military men acting on their own respon- 
sibility, declined to encounter the risk to 
^.which the Frovost^s. measures invited him. 
More than on&messoiiger.was dispatched 
by different ways to the Castle, to require 

V0I-. I. iO. 
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the commatiding officer to inarch down his 
troops, to fire a few cannon-shot, or even 
to throw a shell among the mob, for the 
purpose of clearing the streets. But so 
strict and watchful were the various patroles 
whom the rioters had established in different 
parts of the street, that none of the emissa- 
ries of the magistrates could reach th^ gate 
of the Castle. They were, however, turn- 
ed back without either injury or insult, 
and with nothing more of menace than 
was necessary to deter them from again at- 
tempting to carry their errand* 

The same vigilance was used to prevent 
every body of the higher, and those which, 
in this case, might be deemed the more sus- 
picious orders of society, from appearing in 
the street, and observing the movements, or 
distinguishing the persons, of the rioters. 
Every person in the garb of a gentleman 
was stopped by small parties of two or three 
of the mob, who partly exhorted, partly re- 
quired of them, that they should return to 
the place from whence they came. Many 
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a quadrille table was spoiled ihat memora- 
ble evening ; for the sedan ehairs of ladies, 
and even of the highest rank, were inter- 
rupted in their passage from one point to 
.another, in despite of the laced footmen 
and blazing flambeaux. This was uniform- 
iy done with a deference and attention to 
the feelings of the ladies, which could hard- 
ly have been expected from the videttes of 
a mob so desperate. Those who stopped 
the chair usually made the excuse, that 
there was much disturbance on the streets, 
and that it was absolutely necessary for the 
lady's safety that the chair should turn back. 
They offered themselves to escort the chairs 
which they had thus interrupted in their 
progress, from the apprehension, probably, 
that some of those who had casually united 
themselves to the riot might disgrace their 
systematic and determined ^plan of ven« 
geance, by those acts of general insult and 
licence which are common on similar oc- 
casions. 

Persons are yet living who remember to 
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liave heard from the mouths of ladies thus 
interrupted on their journey in the manner 
we have described, that they were escorted 
to their lodgings by the young men who 
stopped them, and even handed out of then* 
chairs, with a polite attention fhr beyond 
Vhiat was consistent with their dress, which 
was apparently that of journeymen mecha- 
nics. It seemed as if the conspirators, like 
those who assassinated the Cardinal Bea^ 
toun in former days, had entertained the 
opinion, that the work about which they 
Went was a 'judgment of Heaven, which, 
though unsanctioned ' by the usual authori- 
'ti6s, otight to be proceeded in with order 
^iid gravity. 

While their outposts continued thus vi» 
'gilant, and suffered themselves neither from 
fear nor curiosity to neglect that part of the 
duty assigned to them, and while the toMo, 
guards to the east atad west secured th6m 
against interruption, a select body of the 
rioters thundered at the door of the jail, 
and demanded ihstatit ^ta^ission. No one 



answered^ for the outer keeper had pnj^ 
gently made his esq^pe with^ the keys at 
the commencement of the rioti and w«. 
nowhere to be found. The doora were in.-, 
stantly assailed with sledge-hammers, iron- 
crows^ ah4 the coulters of ploughs, ready 
provided for the purpose, with which they, 
prized, heaved, and battered for some time 
with little effect, the door bein^ of double 
oak planks, clenched both endJong and 
athwajBt wllih hrpad-heffded nails» and so 
bung aod soured as %q yield to 190 means, 
of forcing, without the ej^penjditure of 
much time. The rioter^ h^oweyer, seem^ 
ed determined to g«in admittance. Gs^ing. 
after g^jjig reUeyed eaqh oth^r z% the ej^- 
ercise, fojr, of course, only ^ few coul^, 
work at a tUi^e ; but g9iig after ga;pg i;e-. 
tired, exhausted with their violent exer-, 
tions, without makiii^g muqh prc^e^ in 
forcing the prison-door* Bi^tler had be^ 
led up pf ar to this the p^^cip^l scene of 
^tiou i sa near, indeed, tji^t he yras i^« 
vm deafened by liie unceajs^ig clang of 
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the heavy forehammers against. the iron- 
bound portals of the prison. ' He began to 
entertain hopes, as the task seemed pro- 
tracted, that the populace might give it 
oyer in despair, ^or that some rescue might 
arrive to di^^perse them. There was a mo- 
ment at which the latter seemed probable. 
The magistrates, having assembled their 
officers, and some of the citizens who were 
willing to hazard themselves for the public 
tranquillity, now sallied forth from the ta- 
vern where they held their sitting, and ap- 
proached the pbint of danger. Theii' offi- 
cers went before them with links and torches, 
with a herald to read the riot-act, if neces- 
sary. They easily drove before them the 
outposts and videttes of the rioters ; bat 
when they approached the Kne of giiard 
which the mob, or rather, we should say, 
the conspirators, had drawn across the 
street in the front of the Luckenbooths, 
they were received with an unintermitted 
volley of stones, and, on their nearer ap- 
proach, the pikes, bayonets, and Lochaber- 
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axes, of which the populace had possessed 
themselves, were presented against themi^ 
One of their ordinary officers, a strong re- 
solute feUowi went forward, seized a rioter, 
and took from him a musket ^ but, being 
unsupported,^ he was instantly thrown on 
his back in the street, and disarmed in his 
turn* The officer was too happy to be 
permitted to rise and run away without re- 
ceiving any.farther injury ; which afiorded 
another remarkable instance of the mode 
in. which these men had united a sort of 
moderation towards all others, with the 
most inflexible inveteracy against the ob- 
jjBct of their resentment The magistrates^ 
afler vain attempts to make themselves 
beard and obeyed, possessing no means of 
enforcing their authority, were constrained 
to abandon the field to the rioters, and re- 
treat in all speed from the showers of mis- 
siles that whistled around their ears. 

The passive resistance of the Tolbooth 
promised to do more to baffle the purpose 
of the mob than the active interference of 



the magistrates. The heavy sledge-ham^ 
mers contiBued to din against it without 
]DteFmissioD» and with a noise which, echoed^ 
from the lofty buildings around tiie spot, 
seemed enough to have alarmed the garri-^ 
son ift the Castle. It was circulated among' 
the riotersi that the troops would mareb 
down to disperse them, unless they eould 
execute their purpose without loss of time % 
or that, even without ^ttiiig the fortress,, 
the garrison might obtain the same end by 
throwing a bomb or two upon the street 

Urgied by such mottves^ for apprehen^ 
sion, thej eiE^perly relieved each other afr 
the labour of assailing the ToUbooth door ? 
yet stfch tf as its strength, that it still de*^ 
fied their e£Ebrts. At length, » voke was^ 
heard to pronounce the words, ** Try it 
with fire." The rioters^ with an unanimous 
shout, caUed for comlwstibles, and as all 
their wishes seemed to be instantly sup* 
pliedi th^y were soon in possession c£ two 
or three empty tar-barrels. A huge red 
glaring bonfire soon arose close to the door 
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Qf th^ prispiii sending up a tall column of 
smoke and fiapc^p against its antique tyrreto 
i^pd strongly grated windows, and illuiqinar 
ting the frrpciqus f^ces and wild gestures 
of the rioters who surrounded the place» 
as well as the pale and anxious groupes of 
those who, from windows in the vicinage, 
watched the progress of this alarming scene. 
The mob fed the fire with whatever they 
could find fit for the purpose* The flames 
roared and crackled among the heaps of 
nourishment piled on the fire, and a terri- 
ble shout soon announced that the door 
had kindled, and was in the act of being 
destroyed. The fire was sufiered to de- 
cay, but, long ere it was quite extinguish- 
ed, the most forward of the rioters rushed, 
in their impatience, one after another, over 
its yet smouldering remains. Thick show- 
ers of sparkles rose high in the air, as man 
after man bounded over the glowing embers 
and disturbed them in their passage. It was 
now obvious to Butler, and all others who 
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were present, that the rioters would be in- 
stantly in possession of their victim, and 
have it in their power to work their plea- 
sure upon hitn, whatever that might be^ 
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CHAPTER VI. 

^ Tlie evil you teach iu» we will execute; and it shall -jgft 
hard but we will better the inatruction. 

Merchant of Venice. 

. The unhappy object of this remarkable 
diftturbance had been that day delivered 
from the apprehension of a public execu- 
tion, and his joy was the greater, as he had 
some reason to q|ue8tion whether govern- 
ment wotdd have run the risk of unpopula- 
rity by interfering in his favour^ after he 
had been legally convicted by the verdict 
of a jury, of a crime so very obnoxious. 
Relieved from this doubtful state of mind, 
his heart was merry within him, and he 
thought, in the emphatic words of Scrip- 
tare on a similar occasion, that stirely the 
bitterness of death was past* Some of hrs 
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friendsy however^ who had watched the man- 
ner and behaviour of the crowd when they 
were made acquainted with the reprieve^ 
were of a different opinion. They augured^ 
from the unusual sternness and silence with 

* 

which they bore their disappointment, that 
the populace nourished some scheme of 
sudden and desperate rengeance, and they 
advised Porteous to lose no time in peti- 
tioning the proper authorities, that he might 
be conveyed tx> the Caa^e under a sufficient 
guard, to remaiti there in lecurky until his 
ultimate fate should be 4etermined« Ha» 
bituated, howev^, by his office^ to despise 
and overawe the rabble of the city, I^rte» 
ous could sot iQsqpect them of an attempt 
so audaciiMis as to storm a stoong and de* 
fensible prison ; and, despising the advice 
by whi<;h be might have been saved, he 
4ipent the afternoon of the eventful day in 
giving an entertainment to seme friends 
who visited htm in jail, several of whom, 
by the indulgence of the Captain of the 
Tolbooth, with wkem be iMid an old inti- 
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mtejf arising from their officiaL oonniaction, 
were even permitted to remain to supper 
with him, though contrary to the rules of 
the jail. 

It waa^ thtfefore, in the hour of unaUoy^ 
ed mirih, when thi$ unfortunate vretoh was 
^* full of bread,^ hot witii wine, and high in 
mlBtinied and iU*gnMtnded confidence, and 
alas ! with ail hia sins full blown, when the 
&rrt distant shouts of the rioters mingled 
with the song of merriment and intemp^ 
lance. The hurried call of the jailor to the 
guests, requiring them instantly to depart, 
and his yet* more hasty intimation that a 
dceadfiil and determined mcb had possess- 
ed themselves of the city gates and guard- 
bouse, wene the first explanation of these 
fearfbl clamours. 

Porteous might, however, have duded 
the fury from which the force of authority 
•could not protect him, had he thought c( 
slipping on some disguise, and leaving the 
furiaon along with bis guests. It is probable 
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that the jailor might have connived at bin 
escape, or even that in the faurry of this 
alarming contingency he might not have 
observed it. But Porteous and his^ friends 
alike wanted presence of mind to suggest 
or execute such a plan of escape. The 
/ormer hastily fled from a place where their 
own safety seemed compromised^ and the 
latter, in ac state resembling stupefaction, 
awaited in his apartment the termination of 
the enterprize of the rioters. The cessa^ 
tion of the clang of the instruments* with 
which they had at first attempted to force 
the door» gave him momentai^ relief. The 
flatteripg hope&, that the military had march- 
ed into the city, either from the Castle or 
from the suburbs, and that the rioters were 
intimidated and dispersing, were soon de^ 
)3troyed by the broad and glaring light of 
the flames, which, illuraiiiating through the 
grated window every corner of his apart- 
ment, plainly showed that the mob, deter- 
mined on their fatal ptirpose^ had adopted 
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a means of forcing entrance equally despe* 
rate and certain. 

The sudden glare of light suggested to 
the stupified and astonished object of popu- 
lar hatred the possibility of concealment or 
escape* To rush to the chimney, to ascend 
it at the risk of suffi^cation, was the only 
means which seem to have occurred to him ; 
but his progress was speedily stopped by 
one of those iron gratings, which are, for 
the sake of security, usually placed across 
the vents of buildings designed for impri« 
sonment The bars, however, which im« 
p eded his farther progress, served tO/ sup- 
port him in the situation which he had 
gained, and he seized them with the tena- 
cious grasp of one who esteemed himself 
clinging to his last hope of existence. The 
lurid light, which had filled the apartment, 
lowered^and died away ; the sound of shouts 
was heard within the walls, and on the nar- 
row and winding stair, which, cased withig 
one of the turrets , gave access to the upper 
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apwrtflQ^Qts of the prison. The hu2z^ of 
the rioters was answered by a shout wU4 
^94 despemte a9 th^ir pwo, the cry, Bfipie- 
ly^ cif the ipipriapned felons^ whQ» expect- 
Wg t^ h^ liberajted ii^ the gencF^} copfut 
piap» W9ilcpi9i^4 the mob as th^ir deliverers. 
1^ floo^p oi* these thie apartment pf Forteous 
WW pp»i>t94 P^t tp his f Bppaje?, Thi? ohr 
^9c)f^ ^ t;he k>pl^ and bolts wai$ ?pop pver^ 
?©pi6ii Wd from his hiding-pla^j^ tkt unforr 
jtpp^^ 0);aB heard hif enemies search every 
c^mtr ^ th* ijpartmpnt, mtk oft^hs ?^4 m^r 
l«dic^ipn9 wlfich ViPl^ld but slt^opk the r^i^i^er 
if we repgi^de^ theiUi hu^ whi^ ?pry,€id tp 
proive, pould H h^e a^iftitted of dpji^t, tJjie 
spttlf d pifffpse pf ^^ mtk vfl^ch tf^gjr 
ipugh^ his ^^^ti'ucl^ip^. 

A pl^pe of pwcealmetft ^ ff^viqii^ tq 
f^Bftmm ^nd i^utiny as \hfL\y whip^ Ppr- 
iiSm» l^d chpsepi could nq( lopg $i^^ffff 
hfffi &fm 4^^ction. He was ^r^gg^i^ frq^ 
hip lyrkiflg place, with a y^oL^jc^e whjc^ 
vee^Qpfed to ^rgi^ an injtentiqi^ (o |gu|t hita 
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to death on the spot More than obo wea« 
pon was directed towards him, when one 
of the rioters^ the same whose female dis- 
guise had been particularly noticed by 
Sutler^ interfered in an authopitativo tpnet 
<^ Are ye mad ?'' he said, *^ or would y^ 
execute an act of justice as if it were « 
crime and a cruelty? This sacritee wilt 
loee half its savour if we da not offer it at 
the very horns of the altar. We will have 
him <fie where a murderer shoiild die> on 
the common ^bbet— *We wil$ have him die 
where he spilled the blood of «> many in* 
nocentfr V 

A loud shout of applause firflowed the* 
proposal, and the cry, ^ To the gallows* 
with the murderer !-^To the Grass-market 
with him !'' echoed on all hands. 

^ Let no man hurt him," continued the 
weaker ; <* let him .make his peace with 
God, if he can ; we will not kill both his 
soul and body.*' 

^ What timQ did he gi*e better fblk f<nr 
preparing their account?* answered seve- 



iGi TALES OF MT LANDLORD. 

ral voices. ^ Let us mete to him with the 
same measuri be gi'ed to them.'^ 

But the opinion c^ the spokesman better 
suited the temper of those he addressed* a 
temper rather stubborn than impetuous^ 
and desirous of imposing u^on their crueF 
and revengeful action a shew of justice 
and moderation; 

For an instant this man quitted the pri- 
soner, whom he consigned to a selected 
guard, with iitstructions to permit him ta 
give his fnoney and property to whomso* 
ever he pleased. A person confined in^ 
the jail for debt received this last deposit 
from the trembling hand of the, victim, 
who was at the same time permitted to< 
make some other brief arrangementa to 
meet his approaching fate. The felons^ 
and all others who wished to leave the jail, 
were now at full liberty to do so ; not that 
their libemtion made any pact of the set- 
tled purpose of the rioters, but it followed 
as almost a necessary consequence of their 
forcing the jail doors« With wild cries of 
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jubilee they joined the mob, or disappear* 
ed among the narrow lanes to seek out the 
concealed receptacles of vice and infamy, 
where they were accustomed to lurk and 
conceal themselves from justice. Two per- 
sons, a man about fifly years old, and a girl 
about eighteen, were all who continued 
within the fatal walls, excepting two or 
three debtors, who probably saw no advan- 
tage in attempting their escape* The per- 
sons we have mentioned remained in the 
strong-rooni of the prison, now deserted by 
all others. One of their late companions in 
misfortune called out to the mau to make 
his escape, in the tone of an acquaintance. 
** Rin for it, Ratcliffe— the road*s clear.'*^ 

«• It may be sae, Willie," answered Rat- 
clifle, composedly, •« but I have ta'en a 
fancy to leave aff trade, and set up for an 
honest man.** 

^ Stay there, and be hanged for a don- 
nard auld deevil," said the other, and ran 
down the prison-stair* 
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The person vhom we have distiiiguiahe^ 
23 onq of the most active rioters, wa^s. about; 
the same time at the ear of the yoijiig won 
map. ^^ il^ee, £ffie» flee,'' was all he; ha4 
time to whisper. She turned towards him^ 
^a eye of mingled fear, s^ection, ^nd up- 
braiding all contending with a sort of atu* 
pified surprise. He ^ain repeated, ^* Flee^ 
£ffie, jBee» for the sake of a' that's good 
aQ4 dc;ar to ye." Again she gazed on him,^ 
\i^% was unable tq answer. 4 Ipud. noif^ 
was now he^j^d, and the na^e of MsmI^ 
WikJ&re was repeatedly ^allfd from the 
iM^tpm i>^ th^ stair-case* 
/^*l am con^ing,-^! am coqiing,'* ns^d 
the perapn who aiiawered to th^t appella- 
tive i and then reiterating hajstily, ^ Eor 
Qod's 8ake*-*for your ain sfke-^fbr my 
i^ke, flee, or they'll ta)^e your ^fe i". h^ l^ 
jhe strong-room. 

Tlie gi^l gaze4 after tiini for a moment, 
ajud; after i^v^Xly laputtcring, ^« B/etter tyi^e 
kTe, since tint is gude ffime,'' she «ink hf r 



head 'iip6n htor hatod> atid -f binfihled, i^m- 
ingly, unconscious as a ^tue of die notste 
dnd tumult which passed around hen 

^hat tumult "was how ^tueAsferred from 
the inside to the outside of the Tolbooth. 
The mob had brought 'their deiltita«d victim 
forth, and ^vere about to conduct him tb 
the common plac^e of execution, which 
they had fi^ed as the scene of his death* 
The leader, whom they distinguished by 
4he "name df Madge Wildfire, had beeft 
aumitiotied to assist &t the procession by 
the impatieiit'shoUtsttf his eotffederates. 

" I will tnsufe you- fiVe hundred pounds,^^ 
said the linhappy man, graijiping Wildfire^^ 
hand — ** five hundred pounds for -to save 
-toy life." 

Tlie other answered in the aatise under* 
tone, and returning bis grasp with > one 
equally convulsive, *' Fhre hundred-weight 
^^f eoined gold should not save you-^Re- 
•member Wilson." 

A deep {xause of a, mipute ensaed, when 
Wildfire added, iii a more composed tone^ 
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<< Make your peace with Heaven—- "Where 
IB the clergyman ?*• 

Butler, whoy in great terror and anxiety, 
^ad been detained within a few yards of 
the Tcdbopth door, to wait the event of the 
search after Portepus, was now brought 
forward, and commanded to walk by the 
prisoner's side, and to prepare him for im- 
mediate death. His answer was a suppli. 
cation that the rioters would consider what 
they did. ^< You are neither judges nor 
Jury,** said he. << You cannot have, by the 
laws of God or man, power to take away 
the life of a human creature, however de« 
serving he may be of death. If it is mur- 
der even in a lawful magistrate to execute 
an offender otherwise than in the place, 
.time, and manner which his sentence pre- 
scribes, what must it be in you, who have 
no warrant for your interference but your 
own wills ? In the name of Him who is all 
Mercy ! shew mercy to this unhappy man, 
Md do not dip your hands in his l)lood. 
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iior rash into the very crime which you are 
desirous of avenging." 

<• Cut your sermon short — ^you are not 
In your pulpit^" answered one; of the rioters. 

** If we hear more of your clavers," said 
another, <^ we. are like. to hang you up be« 
side him.'' 

« P?ace— hush !*• said Wildfire. «« Do 
the good man no skaith-*be discharges ht^ 
.conscience^and I like him the better.'* 

He then addressed Butler. << Now, sir, 
we have patiently heard you, and we just 
. wish you to understand, in the way of an* 
swer, that you may as well argue to the 
ashler- wark and iron-staunchels of the ToU 
booth as think to change our purposes- 
Blood must have blood. We have sworn 
to each other by the deepest oaths ever 
were pledged, that Porteous should die the 
death he deserves sae richly j therefore, 
speak no more to us, but prepare him for 
death as well as the briefness of his change 
will permit," 

They had suffered the unfortunate For- 
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^woustoiputonhiBttii^ht-gown and slippers, 
as he bad thrown off his coat «nd shoes, in 
/order to facilitate his attempted, escape up 
•the ifhkmiey. In 'this garb be w^ oow 
^jOiounted^on tfie* hands of two of the rioters, 
clasped togBther,M304» to £drm What is call- 
ed in Scotland, " The King's Cu8hi<»i." 
Sutter was ^placed dose to Iks side, and re« 
<^2ttedly Brged to pepform a ^duty always 
the modt painful which '<»n b6 imposed on 
«a 'clergyman 'deserving of the name, «nd 
*5D(w^rendered more so bythe peculiar and 
horrid ccircumstances^ of the criminal's case. 
-Forteous at^fiFSt «ittered some supplicatioiis 
for mfercy, but iii^hen he found that there 
-iras no ^chance that -these would be atteiid- 
>ed to, his military* ^ucation, and the natu* 
ml stubbornness^ of his disposition, combi- 
ned' to support ^his 'Spirits. 

** Are you prepared for this dreadful 
'end?" said Butler, tin a faultering voice. 
<* O turn to Him, in whose eyes time- and 
space have no existence, and to whom a 
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iew minutes are i^s a life-time, and a life- 
time as a minute/^ 

^^ I believe I know what you would say/' 
said Porteous, sullenly. *< I was l)red a 
soklier; if they will murder me without 
time, let my sins as well as my blood lie at 
their doon** 

^< Who was it/' said the stern voice of 
Wildfire, *' that said to Wilson at this very 
spot, when he could not pray, owing to the 
galling agony of his fetters, that his pains 
-would soon be over ?*-I say to you to take 
your own tale home ; and if you cannot 
profit by the good man's lessons, blame not 
them that are still more merciful to you 
than you to others/'. 

The procession now moved forward with 
a slow and determined pace. It was en- 
lightened by many biasing links and torches ; 
for the actors of this work were so far from 
affecting any secrecy on the occasion^ that 
they seemed even to court observation. 
Their principal leaders kept close to the 
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person of the prisoner, whose pallid yet 
stubborn features were' seen distinctly by 
the torcb-ligfat, as his person, was raised 
considerably above the concourse .which 
thronged around hinu Those ^ who boee 
swordsy muskets, and battle-axes, march* 
ed on each sidci as if forming a regular 
guard to the prcK^ssion. The windows; as 
they went along, were filled with the inha- 
bitants, whose slumbers had been broken t^ 
this unusual disturbance. Some of the 
spectators mntt^ed accents of encourage- 
ment^ but in general they weare so much 
appalled by a «ight so strange and auda* 
cious, tikat they looked on with a sort of 
stupified astonishment. No one offered, by 
act or word, the slightest interruption* ^^ 

The rioters, on their part, contimeed to 
^act with the same air of deUberatc confi- 
^en^e and security whiich . had marked all 
their proceedings. . When the. object of 
«their ^resentment ^dropped one of his slip- 
pers^ they stopped, sought for it, and re- 
placed it upon his«foot with great*delilicra« 
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Uon. As tlu&y descended the Bdw towards 

the fatal spot where they designed to. cooiv 

plete their purpose, it was suggested that 

there should be a tope kept in readiness, ^oi 

tliis purpose the booth of a man who 'dealt 

in cordage was forced open» a coil of rope 

fit for their purpose was selected to sen*6 

as a h^l|»r, and: the dealer next morning: 

fbuiTd that a guinea had been left on; his^ 

counter in exchpfnge ; so anxidUs Ssftve tbd 

perpelratbfisi of ithis daring- action to shew 

that the j meditated noiilbe dligfajtest wrong. 

er infiactiod of law, excepting sa &r as/ 

Porfeeons was. himself coiiQemed« ' \ 

'.Leadings or cdrrj^ipgr alipg with Kbem, 

In this detetniinedand regular manner,, tbe^ 

object of-their veiigeance^ they; at length. 

vcacbcd liie place pf common exeeution,. 

the scene of his crime, and destined spot 

of;liiB siiferingSi ,Se\^eitil6fthe rioters (if 

they should not ratlter be described as cob-^ 

stpscators). endisaVouoed^ tei remove the stoae 

which filled up the socket in wbicbr the end 

10 
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of the fatal tree was sunk when it was erect* 
ed for its £ital purpose i others sought for 
the means of constructing a temporary gib- 
bett the place in which the giAows itself 
was ^deposited being reported too tsecure to 
be forced, widiout much loss of time. But* 
ler endeavourad to avail himself of the de» 
lay afforded by these circumstances, to turn 
the people from tfaeirdesperate design. ^<For 
God's sake," he exclsimed, ** remeoober it 
is the image of your Creator which you are 
about to cleface in the person of thi^ unfor« 
tunate man ! Wretched as he is, and wtck^- 
ed as he may be, he has a share in every 
promise of Scripture, and you cannot de- 
stroy him in impenitence without Uotting 
bis name from the Book of Life— *Do not 
destroy soul and body 9 give time for pr«s 
paration." . 

«« What time had they^,'' returned a stera 
voice, *^ whom he murdered on this vary 
spot ?"The laws both of Ood and man call 
for his death*'' 

9 
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*< But vfh$tj my friends," insisted But* 
ler, with a generous disregard; to his own 
safety— <* what bath constituted you his 
judges?^ 

<* We are not his judges,'' replied the 
same person } ^ he has been already judged 
and condemned by lawful authority. We 
ate those whom Heaven,' and our righteous 
anger, have 'Stirred up to execute judgment, 
when a corrupt government would have 
protected a murderer." 

^< I am none,", said the unfortunate Por« 
teous ; ^ diat wbich you charge upon me 
fell out in self-defence, in the lawful exer* 
ciseof my duty." 

^* Away with him**-away with him !" was 
the general cry. «• Why do you trifle away 
time in making, a gallows ?— that dyester's 
pole is good enough for the homicide." 

The unhappy man was forced to his fate 
with remorseless rapidity. Butler, separa^ 
ted from him by the press, escaped the last 
horrors of his struggles. Unnoticed by. 
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thoK ^ffbo had hitlierto detaittcii h^ as a 
primner, he fled fpoati the fatal ^ot» wijlK 
out ouYch caring in what direetion his 
course la}% A loud shout proclaitnied the 
8tern deligkt yrtth whieh'tto^agents of this 
deed regarded its completion. . Butler then^' 
at the. opening, into the Idw street caUed 
tiie Cowgate, cast bade a terrified glance». 
and, by the red and dusky light of the 
torches, he could discern a figure watverv 
ing and struggling as it hong suspended- 
above the bends t>f the iiUiHitttde« The 
ni^t mmff of a nature to double his hostoiy 
and to add. wings to hs8:flig^t. l%e street! 
down which he ran opens, to; one of the 
eflstefh ports or gates-^f :tfte city. Butler 
did not stop till he reached it^ bi£t foundb 
it stiU shut. He wdted ni^uJy an hour^ 
walking up and down' in inexpi^essiibte per^; 
tnrbation of nnnd. Afr length he ireatured 
to call out^ and ronse the attention of die^ 
t^Ttfied keepenr of tfae,g9le, wlio now ibubd 
themselves ^t Jiberty to vesuam their oibo^ 
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wittKWtiiltvriiption. Butler requeued tiiem.' 
to open the gate« They hesitated. He tdd 
them bisDftme aad occupatioo. 
. << He is a pfteac^er/' said one ; '^ I have 
beard him preach in Ha^o'skhole." 

^ A itte preaching has he iieen^ at the 
night," said anolJier ; ** but maybe least, 
sikid is sunest mended." 

Openidg then the wicket in one qF the 
leaves of the maio^gate^ the keepers stiSer-. 
edi Bader to depart, who faasebwed to carry 
bis hattm Biod fear from beyond the walls of 
£dt»bai]gh» Hb first purpose WM^ instafntlyr 
to take the »>ad bcMaMwaid ; but other fea» 
and tams» oommcted with Uie news he had- 
learned in lliat iieaiai:kableday, induced hist ) 
tolinger |a the ceighbowh^ood of Edinburgh* 
mntil daybreak. More tJum one groupe of^ 
pitesons passed him as he was whileing awaf > 
the Iimirs of darkaess that yrt remained/ 
vfhcmi icom the stifled tones of their dss^ 
course^ tibre unwonted hour when tbey tra^^ - 
^elled^ and the hasty pace at whidr^^ 
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imlked, he cojnjecf tired to have becA eu* 
gaged in the late fatal transacdon* 

Certain it was, that the sudden and total ' 
dispersion of the noters, when theijr vindic- 
tive purpoae was'accomplished, seemed noti 
the lebst remarkable feature of this ungithu: 
affair. In general^ whatever may be the im- 
pelling motive by which a mob is at first • 
raised, the attainment of their object has 
usually been only found to lead the way to 
farther . excesses. But not so in tlie present 
case* They seemed oompletely satiated with' 
the vengeance they iiad prosecuted with 
such staunch and sagacious activity. When 
they were fiiUy satisfied that life had sfban- 
doBed their victim, th^ dispersed in every 
direction, throwing down the weapons which 
they had only aasumed to enable them to 
cariy through tbeur purpose. At daybreak 
there remained not the least token of the 
events of the nightt excepting the corpse 
of Porteous» which remained suspended in > 
the place where he had sufferedi and tho' 
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arms of ¥arkms kinds which the rioters had 
taken frcnn die city gnard-house, and which 
reinatned sotttered about the streets as they 
had thrown them from their hands, when 
the purixme for which th^ had seized them 
was accomplished. 

The ordinary magistrates of the city re^ 
sniped their power, not without trembling 
at the late experience of the fragility of its 
tenure*. To. march troops into the city, and 
commence a severe enquiry into the trans* 
actions ei the preceding, night,' were the 
first marks of returning energy whicHLtbey 
displayed. Bat these events had been com 
ducted on so secure and welk calculated a 
plan of safety and secrecy^ that there' was 
little or- nothing kamed to throw light up« 
on theauthors or principal actora in a scheibe 
so midacious.. An jexpress was dispatched 
to London with the tidings, where they ex- 
cited great SndignatiDn. and surprise in the 
council of regency, and particularly in the 
bosom of Queent Cardine, who 

m 
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her own aiitfaority ar exposed ctbioontaspl 
by ilie siBccoss of this singukr conspiraey; 
NotfaMg ims spoke of Sot :8dn» lime wv^ 
Hie meaBiire of vengeance ii?hich «bwild be 
tabetic not only o^ thd actom 6f this trag^ 
dyi so soon as they should be diaeovend; 
bnt upon the magiatratea who Imd soffired 
it to take placei.aad upon the city \^€fa 
had been tte scene ivhere it was exh^ted«. 
Upon tbit occaaon^ it is sttU i^eocded in 
popular tradition, titait her Majesty^ in^ the 
height of her displeasarev told the' od^Kra-^ 
ted John, Xhike of Ai^yle^ ^that» soonet 
thUn sofomlt to such an lasult^ she would 
m^ke Slcdtlanil a .hunfii^^field*: *< In thail 
case,, m&dam,'* answered that lugh-spiFited 
nobteman,^ with a profound bow^ m I nviH 
take leave of yoot Majesty^ and go down 
to my own oomtiy to get my hoonda 

The iarport of the i^^dy liad mcfre than 
met the ear; and as most €Kf the Scottish 
iobiBty and gentty seeoiadaotuitted by the 
i$ame national spirit^ the royal displeasurie 
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was necessarily checked in mid-volley, and 
milder courses were recommended and 
adopted, to some of which we may hereaf- 
ter have occasion to advert 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Arthur's-Seat shall be my bed, 
The sheets shall never be press'd by me f 

fit Anton's well shall be my drink, 
8in' my true<love's forsttken me. 

OidSong. 

It I were to chuse a spot from which the 
rising or setting sun could be seen to the 
greatest possible advantage, it would be 
that wild walk winding around the foot of 
the high belt of semi-circular rocks, called 
Salisbury Crags, and marking the verge of 
the steep descent which slopes down into 
the glen on the south-eastern side of the 
city of Edinburgh. The prospect, in its 
general outline, commands a close-built 
high-piled city, stretching itself out be- 
neath in a form, which, to a romantic 
imagination, may be supposed to repre* 
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sent that of a dragon ; now, a noble arm 
of the sea^ with its rocks» isles, distant 
sfacMres, and boundary of mountains; and 
now a fiur and fertile champargn country^ 
varied with hill, dale, and rock, and skirted 
by the varied and picturesque ridge of the 
Fentland Mountains. Bat as the path gent- 
ly circles around the base of the clifiS^ the 
prospect, composed as it is of these en* 
chanting and sublime subjects, changes at 
every step, and presents tlicm blended with 
or divided from each other, in every possible 
variety which can gratify the eye and the 
imagination. When a piece of scenery so 
beautiful, yet so varied,— so exciting by its 
intricacy, and yet so sublime, is lighted up 
by the tints of morning or of e\^ening, and 
displays* all that variety of shadowy depths 
exchanged with partial brilliancy, which 
gives character even to the tamest of landt 
scapes, tlie effect approaches nearer to en*- 
chantment. This path used f o be my fa«. 
vourifce evening and morning resort, when 
engaged wdth a favdurite author^ or new 
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smbjeci of study. j[t is, I am informed, 
flow become totally iropassaiUe ; a circam^ 
stance whidi^ if true, reflects little credit 
on the taste of the Good Town ix its 
leaders. 

- It was from this fiisdiiating path^--M;he 
scene to me of so mcich deU^us musing, 
when life was yoimg aAd piomised to be 
bap{)y, that I bave beoi unable to' pass it 
over widioiit mi e^sodical descriptionl-it 
was, I say, from this'fomantic path that 
Butler saw the morning arise the day after 
the mnrder of Bc)rteiHi& It was possible 
for ht« with ease to have found a .much 
shorter road to the^bmise to which he was 
directing his course, and, in fisict, that which 
be chose was extremdy circuitous* But ta 
compose his own spirits, as weU as to wbtle 
away the time, until a. proper hour for vi* 
siting the family withont surprise en* dis^ 
turfoance, be was induced to extend his ch** 
cuit by the foot of the rocks, and to linger 
upon IxiB way until the morning should be 
considerably advanced. While^ now staoKU. 
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iiig liilii liil vkrms across, abd watting ^» 
slow progress of the suo aboveiJie hbr^n, 
MOW sittiog i^>oii ooe of tlie aiuneroas fra;^ 
menta wluch storms had detacbed from the 
focka above him^ ht' is meditating, alter* 
sately, vnpon the homble catestrophe wh^Ii 
he had witoessed, and uponthe inelaocho^ 
)y, aud to him most interesting, news whtch^ 
he had learaed at Saddletree^ we will give 
the reader to undersland wha Butler was,, 
and by what his fate was eonnected with 
diat of Effie Deans, the unfortunate hand- 
sdaiden of the careful Mrs Saddletree*^ 
. . Reuben Butler was of English extraction,, 
ihoiigh born m Sodlaod; His grand&ther 
was a trooper in Hank's army, and one of 
that party of ' dkm€Hiiited dtagoons^ whiob 
formed the forlorii-hope at the storm 06 
Pundee in 1651;. Stephen il^tler (called,: 
fromfaistaknt^in reading and expounding,. 
Scripture :S(tephen and Bible Butler,) was a 
staunch: iiidependent^ aad received in. it»: 
fifUest cjomprehension ti^e promise that the 
ttdftta shauid ii^rit. Uie earth. Ab hard 
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knocks wese what imd chiefly faDen to bi& 
share hitherto in the division of this com-^ 
mon fNX>perty, Ite lost not the opportuaitji 
vhicAi the storm and plunder of a coromefw 
cial place afforded him, to appropriate at 
large a share of the better things of this 
nvorld as he could possibly compass. It 
would seem that he had succeeded indiffer* 
ently well, for his exterior circumstancea 
appear^ in consequenoe ofthis.event, to 
liaye been much mended* 

The troop to which he belonged was qnar* 
tered. at the village of Dalkeith, as forming 
the body guard of Monk, who, in the capa- 
city of general for the Commonwealth, re- 
dded in the neighbouring castle. When, on 
the eve of the Restoration, the general com* 
menced his march from Scotland, a measure 
pregnant with such important consequences^ 
be new-modelled his troops, and more es* 
pecially those immediately about his perw 
0on, in order that dieymigh t consist entire- 
ly of individuals devoted to himself* Upon 
tliis occasion Scripture Stephen was weigh- 
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ed in th^ balance, and found wanting. It^ 
^was supposed he felt no call to any expedk 
tion which might endanger the reign of the 
military sainthood, and that he did not con* 
sider himself as free in conscience to joitt* 
with any party wh}ch^ might ultimately ao« 
knowledge the interest of Charles Stuart^' 
the son of <' the last roan,** as Charles L 
was fkmiliarly and irreverently termed by 
them in their common discourse, as well as 
in their more elaborate predications and 
harangues. As the time did not admit of 
eaihiering such dissidents, Stephen Buder 
was only advised in a friendly way to give 
up his horse and accoutrements to one of 
Middleton's old troopers, who possessed an^ 
accommodating conscience of a military 
stamp, and which squared itself chiefly up*, 
on those of the colonel and pay»ma8ter« 
As this hint came recommended by a e^r*. 
tain sum of arrears presently payable, Ste* 
phen had carnal wisdom enough to em- 
brace the proposal, and with gr^at incKfferw 
ence saw his old corps depart for Cold*^ 
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fitream, oo their route for the ^s^tK te 
establish the tottering goveinment erf* £og>» 
land ofi a new baais. 

. The ztme of the ex trocar, to use Ho- 
race's plirasei was weighty enough td pur* 
chase a cottage and two or three fields (still 
known by the name: of BefcrsbebaO witbin 
about a Scottish mile of Dalkeith ; and there 
did Steplien establish himbelf with a youth-* 
fill helpmate, choi^n out of tlie said viildge^ 
whose disposition to. a comfortable - settles 
Oient on this side of thegrave reconciled her 
to tlie. gruff oianaens^ serious temper, aad 
weather-beaten features 'Otf the martial en** 
tbuMast. Stephen did not long iurvitre the 
fafling on <^ e^il days and evil tongues,'^ 
of which Milton, m the same predicameata 
so mournfully eonOplains. At bis. d^ttii his 
consort remained an eady widow, with a 
male child of three years old^ which, m the 
sobriety wherewith it demeaned itaelf^ ia 
the old^ashiooed and even grim &at of ita 
features^ and in its 'senteotiottS'mode of exr 
pcesdjig itsdf, would sufficiently: have imu^i 



TH£ HEART Of MID*LOTUIAN. 18T 

cUcated the honour of tlie widow of Beer* 
sheba, bad any one thought proper to cfaaU> 
lenge the babe's descent from Bible Butler. 
Butler's principles had not descended to 
his family, or extended themselvm among 
his neighbours. The air of Scotland was* 
ahen to (he growth of independence, liow*' 
erer favourable to fanaticism under other 
ci^urs. But, nevertheless, they were not 
forgottec; and a certain neJghbotnrhiglaird»' 
who pf^(oed himself upon the Idyalty of faoa^ 
principles ^^ in: the worst of times^'' though^ 
I. mver heard they exposed him to mciro) 
peril than that of a broken faead^ or a: 
night's lodging in the main guaiid, whea^: 
winci'and catvdiecism predominated ia hia; 
i^per story^ had found it a convenient 
tMog to rake up all matter of accusation^ 
against the deceased Stephen « In thia- 
eoiimeratbii his religious principles made- 
no small figure, as, indeed, tbey mtmt ht,nre 
seemed of the most exaggerated- ehormtty 
to one whose own were so small and so? 
f^utljr traced, as to he weU siigh impev* 
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cepiible. In these circumstances, poor wr- 
dow Butler was supplied with bei* full pro- 
portion of fines for non^conformity, and all 
the other oppressions of the time, until 
Beersbeba was fairly wrenched out of her 
hands, and became the property of th& 
laird who had so wantonly, as it hjid hither* 
to appeared, persecuted this poor forlorn 
woman* When bis purpose was fairly achie- 
ved, he shewed some remorse or modera- 
tion, or whatever the reader may please to 
term it, in permitting her to occupy her 
husband's cottage, and cultivate, on no v^ 
heavy terms, a croft of land acQacent. Her 
son, Benjamin, in the meanwhile, grew up 
to man's estate, and, moved by that im- 
pulse which makes men seek marriage, 
even when its end ban only be the perpci* 
tuation of misery, he married and brought 
a wife, afid, eventually, a son, vReuben, to 
share the poverty of Beersbeba. 

The Laird of Dumbiedikes had hitherto 
been moderate in his exactions, perhapt 
because he was ashaikied to tax too higUj 
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the ^miserable means of support which re- 
mained to the widow Butler* But when a 
stout active j'oung feHow appeared as the 
labourer of Uie croft in qudstlon, Dumbie- 
dikes began to think so broad a pair of 
4ihouldera might bear an additional burthen* 
He tegulated, indeed, his management of 
hh dependents (who fortunately were but 
few in nuoiber,) much upon the principle 
of the cartel's whom he observed loading 
•their carts at a neighbouring coal bill, .and 
who never failed to clap an additional brace 
of hundred*weights on their burthen, so 
aoon as by any means they had compassed 
a new horse of somewhat superior strength 
to that which had broken down the day 
before. However reasonable this practice 
appeared to the Laird of Dumbiedikes, he 
ought to have observed, that it may be 
overdone, and that it infers, as a matter 
of course, the destruction and loss of both 
horse, cart, and loading. Even so it bo- 
fell when the additional ^^ prestations'^ 
came to be demanded of Benjamin Butler. 
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A man of few words, and ftw ideas, but 
attached to Beersheba with a feeling like 
that which a vegetable entertains to the 
qpot in which it chances to be planted, he 
neither remonstrated with the Laird, nor 
endeavoured to escape from him, battotl^ 
ipg night and day to accomplish the terms 
cf his task-master, fell into a burning fever 
and died. His wife did not long survive 
Irim, and, as if it had been the fate of this 
family to be left orphans, oar Reuben But^ 
ler was, about the year 17d4-«5, ieft in the 
same circumstances in which his £M^r had 
been placed, and under the same guardians 
ship, being that of his grand mo tiibr, the 
"f^idow of Monk^s old trooper. 

The same prospect of misery hung over 
tbeliead of another tenant of this hard* 
liearted l<H'd of the soil. This was a tough 
trae-Uue presbytevian, called Deans, wfao^ 
though most obnoxious to the Luird on ac^ 
count of principles in church and state, 
contrived to mamtain bisgroimd upon tbe^ 
•estate by reguliM* payment of - mail duties^ 
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kain, arriage, carriage, dry multure, lock, 
gowpen, and knavesbip, and all the various 
exactions now commuted for money» and 
iiummed up in the emphatic word rent. 
But the years 1700 and 1701, long remem- 
bered in Scotland for dearth and general 
distress^ subdned the siout heart of the 
agricultui^al whig. Citations by the ground^ 
officer, decreets of the Baron Court, seques- 
trations^ poindings of outsight and insight, 
flew.aboBt his ears as fast as ever the tory 
bullets whistled around those of the Cov-e- 
nanters-at Pentland, Both well Brigg, or 
Airdmoss. Struggle as he might, and he 
struggled gallantly, ^^ douce David Deans" 
was routed horse and foot, and lay at the 
mercy of his grasping landlord just at the 
time that Benjamin Butler died. The fate 
of each family was anticipated, but they 
who prophesied their expulsion to beggary 
and rain, were disappointed by an accident- 
al circumstance. 

On the very term^day when their ejec- 
tion should have taken place, when ail theil: 
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^neighbours were prepared to pity, and not 
one to assist them, the minister x)f the pa- 
rish^ as well as a doctor from Edinburgh, re- 
ceived a hasty summons to afttend the Laird 
of Dumbiedikes. Both were surprised, for 
his contempt for both faculties had been 
f>retty commonly his theme over an extra 
bottle^ that is to say» at least once every 
day* The leech for the soul and he for 
the body alighted in the court of the little 
old manor-house at abnosft the same time, 
and when they had gazed a moment at 
each other with some surprise, both in the 
same breath expressed their conviction that 
Dumbiedikes must needs be very iH indeed, 
since he summoned them both to his pre- 
sence at once. £re the servant could usher 
them to his apartment the party was aug- 
men ted by a man of law, Nichil Novit, wri- 
ting himself procurator before the Sheriff- 
court, for in those days there were no soli- 
citors. This latter personage was first sum- 
- jnoned to the apartment of the Laird, 
where, after some short space, the soul- 
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curer and the body-carer were invited to 
Join him. 

Dumbiedikes had been by this time trans« 
ported into the best bed-room, used only 
upon occasions of death and marriage, and 
called, from the former of these oceupa* 
tions^ the Dead-Room. There were in this 
apartment, besides the sick person himself 
and Mr Noyit, the son and heir of the pa* 
tient, a tall gawky silly-looking boy of four- 
teen or fifteen, and a house-keeper, a good 
buxom %ure of a woman, betwixt forty 
and fifty, who had kept the keys and, ma- 
naged matters at Dumbiedikes since the 
lady's death. It was to these attendants 
that Dumbiedikes addressed himself pretty 
nearly in these words y temporal and spiri* 
tual matters, the care of his health and his 
affairs, being strangely jumbled in a head 
which wad never one of the clearest. 

^< These are sair times wi' me» gentlemen 
and neighbours ! amaiBt as ill as at the 
dughty-nine, when I was rabbled by the 
coUegeaneFs««-*They mistook me muckle-^ 

VOL, I. I 
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they ca'd me a papist, but there was never ^ 
pafust bit about me, miuisten-^Jock, ye'U 
take warning — it's a debt we maun a' pay, 
and there stands Nichil Novit that will tell 
ye I was never gude at paying debts in my 
life.— Mr Novit, ye*ll no forget to draw .the 
annual rent that's due on the yerPs band— 
if I pay debt to other folk, I think they suld 
pay it to me — that equals aquals.— Jock, 
when ye hae naething else to do, ye may 
be aye sticking in a tree ; it will be grow- 
ing, Jock, when ye're sleeping. My father 
tauld me sae forty years sin', but I ne'er 
fand time to mind him— <Jock, ne'er drink 
brandy in the morning, it files the stamadi 
sair } gin ye take a morning's draught, let 
it be aqua mirabilis ; Jenny there makes it 
weeL~-Doctor, my breath is growing as 
scant as a broken- winded pipef s, when he 
has played for four-and-twenty hours at a 
penny* wedding— Jenny, pit the cod aneath 
my head— but it's a' needless 1 — Mass John, 
could ye think o' rattling ower some bit 
short prayer, it wad do me gude maybe. 
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and keep some queer thoughts out o' my 
h6ad. — Say som^ething, man." 

<• I cannot Use a prayer Kke a ratrhyme," 
answered the honest clergyman ; *« and if 
you would have your soul redeemed like a 
prey from the fowler. Laird, you must needs 
shew me your state of mind." 

«* And shoudoa ye ken that without my 
telling you f" answered the patient. "What 
have I been paying stipend and teind par* 
sonage and vicarage for, ever sin' the augh« 
ty-nine, an' I canna get a spdl of a prayer 
fof't, the only time I ever asked for ane in 
my life ? — Gang awa* wi* your whiggery^ if 
that's a' ye can do $ auld Curate Kiltstoup 
wad faae read half the Prayer-Book to me 
by this time^— Awa w*ye !— Doctor, let's see 
if ye can do ony thing better for me." 

The Doctor, who had obtained some in- 
formation in the meanwhile from the house- 
keeper on the state of his complaints, as- 
Bured him the medical art could not pro- 
long his life many hours. 
' ** Then damn Mass John and you baith K' 
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cried! the furious and untractable patienti 
<< Did ye come here for naethtng but to 
tell me that ye canna help me at the pinch ? 
Out wi' them, Jenny— out o' the house I 
and, Jock, my curse, and the curse of Crom* 
well go wi' ye, if ye gie them either fee or 
bountith, or sae muckl^ as a black psdr q' 
cheverons*" 

The clergyman and doctor made a speedy 
retreat out of the apartment, while Dumb^^ 
iedikes fell into one of those transports of 
violent and profane language, which had 
procured him the surname of Damn-me- 
dikes—" Bring me the brandy bottle, Jen^ 
ny, ye b— — ," he cried, with a voice in 
which passion contended with pain. ^< I 
can die as I have livedo without fashing 
ony o' them. But there's ae thing," he said, 
sinking his voice — ^^ there's ae fearful thing 
bings about my heart, and an anker of 
l)randy winna wash it away — ^The Deans at 
Woodend ! — I sequestrated them in the dear 
years, and now they are to flitt they'll starve 
-*-.and that Beersheba, and that auld troop- 
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er's wife and her .oe, they'll starve — ^they'll 
starve !*^Look out, Jock ; what night is^ ?" 

^< Onding o' snaw, father/' answered 
Jock, after having opened the window, and 
looked out with great composure. 

^ They'll perish in the drifts/' said the 
expiring sinner — *• they'll perish wi' cauld ! 
— ^but I'll be het aneugh, gin a* tales be 
true." 

This last observation was made under 
breath, and in a tone which made the very 
attorney shudder. He tried his hand at 
ghostly advice, probably for the first time 
in his life, and recommended, as an opiate 
for the agonized conscience of the laird, 
reparation of tlie injuries he had done to 
these distressed families, which, he obser- 
ved by the way, the civil law called resH^ 
tutio in integrum. But Mammon was strug- 
gling with Remorse for retaining his place 
in a bosom he had so long possessed ; and 
he partly succeeded, as an old tyrant proves 
often too strong for bis insurgent rebels. 

«« I canna do't," he answered, with a voice 
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of despair. ** It would kill me to do* 
how can ye bid me pay back siller, when ye 
ken bow> I want it ? or dispone Beersheba, 
when it Hes sae weet into my ain plaid« 
nuik? Nature made Dumbiedikes and 
Beersheba to be ae man's land— -She did 

by » Nichilt it wad kill me to part 

them.** 

*< But ye maun die whether or no. Laird/ 
said Mr Novit ; *^ and maybe ye wad die 
easier*-*it's but trying* I'll scroll the dis» 
position in nae tune."^ 

<* Diana speak o% sir, or Ml fling the 
stoup at your head.-— ^But, Jock, lad, ye see 
bow the warld wurstles wi^ me on my death* 
bed — Be kind to the puir creatures the 
Deanses and the Batters-~be kind to them, 
Jock/ Dinna let the warld get a grip of 
ye, Jock-^ut keep the gear thegither! 
and whate'er ye do, di^nme Beersheba at 
no rate. Let the creatures stay at a mo- 
derate mailing, and hae bite and soup ; it 
will maybe be the better wi* your father 
whare he's gaun, lad.^ 
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After these contradictory instructions^ 
the Laird felt his mind so much at ease 
that he drank three bumpers of brandy coai 
tinuously, and <* soughed awa,*' as Jenny 
expressed it» in an attempt to sing, <* De'il 
stick tKe minister.** 

His death made a revolution in favour of 
the distressed families. John Dumbie, now 
Pumbiedikes, in his own right, seemed to 
be close and selfish enough ; but wanted the 
grasping spirit and active mind of his fa* 
ther ; and his guardian happened to agree 
with him in opinion, that his father's dying 
recommendation should be attended to. 
The tenants, therefore, were not actually 
turned out of doors among the snow wreaths, 
and were allowed wherewith to procure 
butter-milk and pease bannocks, which they 
eat under the full force of the original 
malediction.. The cottage of Deans, called 
Woodend, was not very distant from that 
at Beersheba. Formerly there had been 
little intercourse between the families. 
Deans was a stondy Scotchnan, with all 
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sort of prejudices against the southern^ and 
tbe ^awn of the southern. Moreover, 
Deans was» as we have said, a staunch pres- 
byterian, 6f the most rigid and unbending 
adherence to what he conceived to be the 
only possible straight lihe, as he was wont 
to express himself, between right-hand 
heats and extremes, and left-hand defec* 
tions ; and, therefore, he heldJn high dread 
and horror all independents, and whomso^ 
ever be supposed allied to them. 

But, taotwithstanding these national pre- 
judices and religious professions, £>eails and 
the widow Butler were placed in such a si* 
tuation, as naturally created sotoie intimacy 
between the families. They had* shared a 
coQMBon danger and a niutual deliverance^ 
They needed each other^s assistance, like a 
company, who, crossing a mountain stream, 
tx^ compelled to cling close together, lest 
the current should be too powerful for any 
who are not thus supported. 

On n^rer acquaintance, too, Deansrabated 
some of his prejudices. He found Mrs But« 
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lpr» thowgh not thoroughly grouuded in the 
QXt^nt and bearing of the real testimony 
i^^inst the defections of the times, h^d na 
opiinions in favour of the independent party; 
neither was she an Englishwoman. There- 
ioxf^f. it W2^s to be hoped, that, though she 
WM the widow of an enthusiastic corporal 
QfCromw*eU's^ dragoons, it was possible her 
grandson might be neither schismatic . nor 
aati-national, two qualities concerning which 
Qoodman Deans had as wholesome, a terror 

as against papists. and malignaQts. Above 

^^ ♦ 

alli, (for Dojaee Davie Deans had his weak 
side,) he. perceived that widow Butler look- 
ed up. to him with reverence^ listened to 
his adyice, ^nd compounded for an occa* 
sional fling at the doctrines of her deceased 
husband, to which, as w.e have seen, she 
was by no means warmly attached, in con- 
sidefation of the valuable counsels which 
the presbyterian afforded her for the ma- 
nagement of her little farm. These usual- 
ly concluded with, ^' they may do otherwise 

18 
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m England, neighbour Butler, for augdt I 
ken j" or, «* it may be different in foreign 
parts ;** or, *• they wha think differently on 
the great foundation of our covenanted re- 
formation^ overturning aiid mishguggling 
the government and discipline of the kirk» 
and breaking down the carved work of our 
Zion, n^ight be for sawing the craft wi' aits ; 
but I .say pease, pease.'' And as his advice 
was shrewd and sensible^ though conceited- 
ly given, it was received with gratitude^ 
and followed with respect. 

The intercourse which took^place be- 
twixt the families at Beersheba and^Wood* 
end became strict and intimate, at a very 
early period, betwixt Reuben Butler, with 
whom the reader is already in some degree 
acquainted, and ' Jeanie Deans, the only 
child of Douce Davie Deans by his first 
wife, *< that singular Christian woman,*^'m8 
be wa^ wont to express himself, *• whose 
name was savoury to all that knew her for 
a desirable professor. Christian Menzies in 
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Hochmaagirdle*'' The manner of which ia- 
timacy,:and the consequences thereof^we 
now proceed to relate* 



yJ0 



-^-^■"■^-^ - - - ^-..^^— ~»..^ 



204 TALB0 OF WT LANDLORIW 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Reuben and Rachel, though as fond as doves. 
Were yet discreet and cautious in their loyes. 
Nor would attend to Cupid's wild commands^ 
Till cool reflection bade them join their hands. . 
When both were poor, they thought it ai^ued ill 
Of hasty love to make them poorer stiQ. 

Crabbs's Parish Beguter, 

While widow Butler and widower Deans 
struggled with poverty, and the hard and 
sterile soil of those " parts and portions" of 
the lands of Dumbiedikes which it was their 
lot to occupy, it became gradually apparent 
that Deans was to gain the strife, and his 
ally in the conflict was to lose it. The for- 
mer was a.man, and not much past the prime 
of life — Mrs Butler ^ woman, and declined 
into the vale of years. This, indeed, ought 
in time to have been balanced by the cir- 

6 
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cumstanc9i timt Reubea waft growisg up to 
assist his grandmother's laboursi and that 
Jqanie DeaSiSi as a girl, could be only sup- 
posed to add to her. father's burthens. But 
Douce Davie Deans knew better things^ and 
so schooled and trained the. young minion, 
as he called her» that from the time she 
could walk,, upwards^ she waa daily enu 
ployed in some task or. oiher suitable to 
her age And capacity, a drcumstance whidi, 
added to her Other's daily instructions and 
kctures» tended to give her mind^ even 
when a child, a grave, serious^ . firm, and 
reflecting cast. An uncommonly strong 
and healthy . temperament, free from all 
nervous ai^tioa and every othec irregula* 
xity, which, attacking the body in its more 
noble functions, so often influences the 
mind, tended greatly to establish this firm- 
ness» simplicity, and decision of character. 
On the other hand, R^ben was ;Meak in 
constitution, and^ though.not timid ia tem- 
per, might be safely pronounced: anxious, 
doubtful, and apprehensive* He partook 
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of the temperament of hi9 mother, who had 
died of a 'coQBumption in early age. He 
was a pale, thin, feeble, sickly boy, and 
somewhat lame, from an accident in early, 
yputh. He was, besides the child of a- do* 
ting grandmother, whose over-solicitous at> 
tention to him soon taught him a sort of 
diffidence in himself, with a disposition to 
over-rate his own importance, which is one 
of the very worst consequences that chil^ 
dren deduce from over-indulgence^ 

Still, however, the two children clung to 
each other's society, not more from habit 
than from taste. They herded together the 
handfril of sheep, with the two or three 
cows, which their parents* turned out ra- 
ther to seek food than actually to feed up- 
on the unindosed common of Dambiedikesb^ 
It was there that the two urchins might be 
seen seated beneath a blooming bush of 
whin, their little round faces laid close to- 
gether under the shadow of the same plaid 
drawn over both their beads, while the land* 
scape. around was embrowned by an over^ 
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shadowing cloudy big with the shower which 
had driven the children to shdlter. Upo» 
other occasions they went together toscbool, 
the boy receiring that encouragement and 
example from his companion, in crossing the 
little brooks which intersected their path^and 
encountering cattle, dogs, and other perilst 
upon their journeyt which the male sex ia 
aiich cases usually consider it as their prero- 
gatlve to extend to the weaken But when, 
seated on the benches of the schooUhous^ 
they b^an to con their lesson together, Reu* 
ben, who was as much superior to Jeanie 
Deans in acuteness of intellect, as inferior 
to her in firmness of constitution, and that 
insensibility to fktigue and danger which 
depends on the conformation of the nerves, 
was able fully ta requite the kindness and 
countenance with which, in other circum- 
stances^ she used to regard him. He was 
decidedfy the best scholar at the little pa« 
rish school, and so gentle was hi& temper 
and disposition, that he Was rather admired 
than envied by the little mob who occupied 



tmoBSSmm 



SN>8 TAI^9S OF VY LANBLOBD. 

the naisy mansion^ althoiigh be was the 
declared favourite, of the master. Several 
girls, in particular, (for in Scotland they 
are taught with the boys) longed to be kind 
to, and comfort t^e sickly lad, who was so 
much cleverer than his companions. The 
cha^TACter of Reuben Butler was sp calcula^ 
ted. as to offer scope bofh for their sympa-^ 
tl)y and their adn^iration, the feelings, per- 
haps, through which the female sex (the 
itt0fe deserving part of tb^m at least) is 
more easily attached. 

But Reuben, naturally reserved and dis- 
tantt improved none of these advantages ; 
and only became more attached tp Jeanie 
Beans, as the enthusiastic approbation of 
his master assured him of fair prospects in 
fiitiire life, and awakened his ambition^ In 
the mean time, every advance that Reuben 
made in learning (and, considering his op- 
portunities^ tihey were uncommonly great) . 
rmdered him . less capable of attendiing to 
the domestic duties of his grandmother's 
farm* While studying, the jfip^iim^KKri^i 
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Euclid, he suffered every cudURe upon the 
common to trespass upon a large field of 
pease belonging to the Laird» and nothing 
but. the active exertions of Jeanie Deans» 
ivith her little dog Dustiefoot, could have 
saved great loss and consequent punish* 
ment. Similar miscarriages marked his pro- 
gress in his classical studies. He read Vir- 
gil's Oeorgics till he did not know bear 
from barley ; and had nearly destrojned the 
crofts of Beersheba, while attempting to 
(Cultivate them according to the practice of 
Columella and Cato l^e Censor. 

These blunders occasioned grief to hi» 
grand-dame» and disconcerted the good 
opinion which her neighbour^ Davie Deans, 
had for some time entertained of Reuben. 

*< I see naething ye can make of that 
silly calknt, neighbour Butler/' said he to 
the old lady, <^ unless ye train him to the 
wark o* the ministry. And ne'er was there 
mair need of poorfu^ preachers than e'en 
now in these cauld Gallio days, when m($n's 



MlHHil 



2 10 TALES OF MT LAKDLOm. 

hearts are hardened like the nether milt- 
stone) till they eome to regard none of these 
things. It's evident this pair callant of your^g 
will never be. able to do an usefu' day's 
walk, unless it be as an ambassador from 
oar Master } and X will make it my business 
to procure a licence when, he is fit for the* 
same, trusting he will be & shaft cleanly 
polished, and meet to be used in the body 
of the kirk ; and that he shall not turn 
again, like the sow^ to waUow in the mirer 
of heretical extremes and defectioiis, but 
shall have the wings of a dove, though he 
hiath lain among the pots,'' 

The poor widow gulped down the af- 
front to her husband^s principled, implied 
in this caution, and hastened to take But* 
ler from the High-School and encourage 
him in the pursuit of maithematiQS and di. 
vinity^ the only physics and. ethica that^ 
chanced to be in fashion at the time. 

Jeanie Deans^ wasnow compelled to part 
ffom tbie compamoA of her labour, her stot- 
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dy, and her pastime^ and it war with more 
than childish feeling that both children tcj^ 
garded the separation. But they were youngs 
and hope was bigh». and they separated like 
those who hope to meet again at a more 
auspicious hour; 

WhiTe Reuben Butler was acquiring at 
the University of St Andrews- the know* 
ledge necessary for a clergyman, and ma* 
cerating his body with the privationls which 
were necessary in seeking food for his mind^ 
his grandame became daily less able to strug* 
gle with, her little farm, and was at length 
obliged to throw it lip to the new Laird of 
Dumbiedikes, That great personage was no 
absolute Jtew, and did not cheat her in mar- 
king the baigain more than was tolerable* 
He even gave her permission to tenant the 
house in which she had lived with her hu9h 
band, as long as it should be *< tenantable/* 
only he protested against paying for a far* 
thing of repmrs, any benevolence which he 
had being of the passive^ but by no meaii^ 
of the active mood. 
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In the meanwhile, from superior shrewd* 
nesst skill, and other circumstahces, some 
of theiD purely accidental Davie Deans 
gained a footing in the worlds the posses- 
sion of some wealth, the reputation of more, 
and a growing disposition to preserve and 
increase his storey for which, when he 
thought upon it seriously, he was inclined 
to blame himself. From his knowledge in 
agricult4jre, as it was then practised, he be* 
came a sort of favourite with the Laird, 
who had no pleasure either in active sports 
or in society, and was wont to end his daily 
saunter by calling at the cottage of Wood- 
end* 

Being a man himself of slow ideas and 
confused utterance, he used to sit or stand 
for half an hour with an old laced hat of 
his father's upon his head, and an empty 
tobacco-pipe in his mouth, with his eyes 
following Jeanie Deans, or " the lassie,** 
as he called her, through the course of her 
daily domestic labour, while her fether^ af- 
ter exhausting the subject of bfestial, of 
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ploughs, and of harrows, often took an op. 
portunitj of going full sail into controver- 
sial subjects, to which discussions the digni- 
tary listened with much seaming patience^ 
but without making any reply, or, indeed, 
as most people thought, without under- 
standing a single word of what the orator 
was sayings Deans^ indeed, denied this 
stoutly, as an insult at cmce to his own ta- 
lents for expounding hidden truths, of 
which he was a little vain, and to the 
Laird's 4»pacity of understanding them, 
He said, *^ Dumbiedikes was nane of the»; 
flashy gentles, wi' lace on their skirts and 
swords at their tails, that were rather for 
riding on horseback to hell than gaun bare* 
footed to Heaven. He wasna like his fiu 
ther-ruae profane company-keeper— nae 
swearcr-^nae drinker — nae frequenter of 
play-house, or music-house, or dancing- 
housen-nae SaU)ath-breaker----nae imposer 
of aiths, or bonds, or denyer of liberty to 
the flock. — He clave to the warld, and the 
warld's gear, a wee ower muckle, but th^n 
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there was some breathing bf a gate xxpen 
hi9 spirit," &c. &c. All this honest Davie 
said imd believed. 

It IS not to be sufiposed, that, as a father 
atid a man of sense and observations thecon* 
atant direction of the Laird's eyes towards 
Jeanie was altogether unnoticed. Hii^ cir- 
cumstance» however, made a much great* 
tr impression upon another member df his 
fiuniiy, a second help-mate, to wit, whmn 
he had V chosen to take to his bo&K>m ten 
years after the death of his first. Some 
people were t)f i^inion, that Douce Davie 
had been rather sQr|)rised into this step, 
for in general he was no friend totnarriages 
or giving in marriage, and seemed rather 
to r^ard that state of society as a neces- 
sary evil,«^a thing lawful, and to be tolera- 
ted in the imperfect state of our nature 
but which clipped the wings with which 
we ought to soar upwards, and tethered 
the soul to its mansion of clay, and the 
creature-comforts of wife and bairns. His 



rsCB HEART DP niD-I^'TBIAK* S15 

t>wn practice^ however^ had in this material 
point varied from his principles, since, as 
Vfe have seen, he twice kqitted for himself 
this dangerous and ensnaring entangle- 
meat. 

Rebecca,, his sponse, had by no means 
the same horror of matrimony, and as she 
made marriages in imagination for every 
neighbour ronnd/she faiied net to indicate 
a match betwixt Dumbiedikes and her stepi- 
tiaughter Jeanie« The goodman used re- 
gularly to frown and pshaw whenever this 
topic was touched upoft, but usaally ended 
by talcing his bonnet and walking out of 
the bouse to conceal a certain gleam of sa« 
tislaction, which, at such a suggestion^ in- 
voluntarily diffused itself over his austere 
features.' 

The more youthful pwt of my readers 
may naturally ask, whether Jeanie Deans 
was deserving of this mute attention of the 
Laird of Dumbiedikes y and the historian, 
with due regard to veracity, is compelled 
to answer, Uiat her personal attractions 
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were of no uncooiBion dedcriptioii. She 
was short, and rather too stoutly made fpr 
her size* had grey eyes, light- coloured hair, 
a tound good-humoured face, much tanned 
with the sun, and her only peculiar diarm 
was an air of inexpressible serenity, which 
a good conscience, kind feelings, content- 
ed temper^ and the regular discbarge of all 
her duties, spread over her features. There 
was nothing, it may be supposed, very ap« 
palling in the form or manners of this rus* 
tic heroine ; yet, whether from sheepish 
bashfulness, or from want of decision and 
imperfect knowledge of his own miod on 
the subject, the Laird of Dumbiedikes, with 
his old laced hat and empty tobacco-pipe, 
came and enjoyed the beatific vision of Jeanie 
Deans day after day, week-after week» year 
after year, without proposing to accomplish 
any of the prophesies, of the step*mother« 

This good lady began to grow doubly 
impatient on the mibject, when, after ha^ 
ving been some years married, she herself 
presented Douce Davie with another daugh- 
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ter» who was named Euphetnia, by comip* 
tion, Effie. It w^s then that Rebecca be- 
gan to turn impatient with the slow pace 
at which the Laird's wooing proceeded^- 
judiciously arguing, that, as Lady Dumbte» 
dikes would have but little occasion for 
tocher, the principal p«rt of her gudeman's 
substance would naturally descend to the 
ehild by the second marriage. Other step^ 
dames have tried less laiidable me&ns for 
clearing the way to the succession of their 
own children ; but Rebecca^ to do her jus- 
ticct only sought little Effie's advantage 
through the promotion, or which must have 
generally been accounted such^ of her elder 
sister. . She therefore tried every female art 
within the compass of her simple skill to 
bring the Laird to a point } but had the 
mortification to perceive that her efforts, 
like those of an unskilful angler, only scared 
the trout she meant to catch. Upon one 
occasion, in particular, when she Joked 
with the Laird on the propriety of giving a 

VOL. I. K 
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mistress to thq house of Dumbiedikes^ he 
was so effectually startled, that neither 
laced bat, tobacco-pipe, nor the intellir 
gent propri^or of these moveables, visit- 
ed Woodead ibf a fortnight. Rebecca was 
therefore compelled to leave the Laird to 
proceed at bis own snaiPf^ pace, convinced, 
by experience, of the giave-digger's apho^- 
rism, ^t your. duU ass will not n^end his 
pace 1w beating* 

Reuben, In the meantime, pursued his 
*i»tadie» at the university, supplying his 
^ants by teaching the younger lads the 
knowledge he himself acquired, and thus 
at once gaining the means of maintaining 
bknself at the seat of learning, and fixing 
in his mind the elements of what he had 
already obtained. In this manner, as is 
nsuid among the poorer students of divini- 
ty at Scottish universities, he contrived, 
not only to maintain himself according to 
his simple wants, but even to send consi- 
durable assistance to his sole remaining pa- 
rent, a sacred duty, of which the Scotch are 
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teldom negUgiePt Hit progress iii knovpn 
Ifidge of a general kind^ as well aa in thtf 
studies proper to his ptc^ession, was very 
considerable^ but less marked firom the re- 
tntid modesty cif his diflposition, which in 
90 reipeGt qualified him to set off his leaf n^ 
ing to the be^t advutoge. And thus, bad 
Bmtler bee^ a man given to make com* 
plaints, he had his tale to tell, like others, of 
unjust preferences, badluck^and hard usage* 
. He obtained his licence as a preach* 
ier of the gospel, with some compliments 
from the presbytery hy whom it was be« 
stowed ; but this did not lead to. any pre<» 
ferment, and he found it necessary to make 
the cottage at Beersheba his residence for 
some months, with no odier income, than 
was afforded by the precarious occupation 
^ teaching in one or two neighbouring 
families. Ailer having greeted his aged 
grandmother, Us first visit was to Wood*^ 
end, where he was received by J^nie with 
warm cordiality, arising from recoUectiimt 
which had never beea diamiss^ from her 
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mind, by Rebecca with good-homoured 
hospitality, and by old Davie in a mode 
peculiar to himself* 

Highly as Douce Deans honoured the 
clergy, it was not upon each individual of 
tiie cloth that he bestowed his approbation ; 
and, a little jealou)s, perhaps, at seeing his 
youthful acquaintance erected into the 
dignity of a teacher and preacher, he in* 
stantly atta,cked him upon various points 
of controversy, in order to discover whe- 
ther he might not have fallen into some of 
the snares, defections, and desertions of 
the time* Butler was not only a man of 
staunch presbyterian principles, but was 
also willing to avcnd giving pain to his old 
friend by disputing upon points of little im- 
portance } and therefore he might have ho- 
ped to have come like refined gold out of the 
furnace of Davie's interrogatories. But the 
result on the mind of that strict investigate: 
was not altogether so favourable as might 
tiave been hoped and anticipated. Old Ju- 
dith Butler, wbo had hobbled that eveniof 
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as far as Woodend, in order to enjoy thecon* 
gratulations of her neighbours upon Ren* 
ben's return^ and on his high attainments, 
of which she was herself not a little proud, 
WBs somewhat mortified to find that her 
old friend Deans did not enter into the 8iib« 
ject with the warmth she expected. At 
first, indeed, he seemed rather silent than 
dissatisfied ; and it was not till Judith had 
essayed the subject more than once that it 
led to the following dialogue. 

** Aweel, neibor Deans, I thought ye 
wad hae been glad to see Reuben amang 
us again, poor fallow.** 

** lam glad, Mrs Butler," was tlie neigh- 
bour's concise answer. 

^ Since he has lost his grandfather and 
bis father, (praised 1)e Him that giveth and 
takethl) I ken nae friend he has in the 
world that's been sae like a father to him * 
as the sell o* ye, neibor Deans.** 

" God is the only father of the father- 
less,'' said Deans, touching his bonnet and 
looking upwards. ** Give honour where it 
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19 due, gudewifby tod liot to ai> unworthy 
iastrument" 

" Aweel, that's your way o* tutning iti 
and Dae doubt ye ken best ; but I hae ken* 
ned ye, DaviCi send a forpet o^ meal* to 
Beersheba when there was na a bow left in 
the mbal-ark at Woodend i ay, and I hae 
kenned ye" 

*' Gudewife,'* said Davie; interrupting 
her, ^ these are but idle tales to tell me ; fit 
for naething but to puif up our inward mari 
wt' our ain vain acts* I scude betide btess« 
ed Alexander Feden, when I beard faim cidl 
the death and testimony <)foiir faappry mav* 
tyrs but drapa of blude add Scarts of ittk ; 
and what suld I think of ony thing the Woe 
ofmecaiidoP" 

«^ Weel, neibM Deans, ye Hen b^st;. 
but I maun say that, I am 6«re yiott atoe 
glad to see my bairn again-**^tho^1ialtf8 gwan 
now, unless he has to waik 'o\ter vmay 
miles at a stretch ; and he has a wee bit 
didour in his cheek} that glads my auid eeo 
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to dee it ; and be has as decent a black-coat 
as 'the minister, and"— «-» 

'^ I am very heartily glad he is wed and 
thriying," said Mr Deaiis^ with a gravity 
liiat seemed intended to cat iChort the subf 
ject; bat a woman who is bent upon a 
point is not Easily pushed aside from it. 
. '^ And/' continued Mrs Butler, **he can 
W^ his head in a pulpit now, netbor 
Deans, think but of that«»-43ciy ain oe--*and 
a^body maun sit still and listen to him, as 
if he yffert the Paip of Borne.'' ^ .i 

<< The what?-^be who ?^wovmn ?" said 
Peltns,with ASJtettioess fat beyond his usual 
gravity, as soon as these offensive .wordt 
bad strudc upon the tympamim of/ his ear«( 

*^ £h, guide us !" said the poor woman j^ 
'f I had forgot what an ill will ye had ayie> 
ait the Paip; and sae had my puir gudemao^ 
Stephen Butler. Mosy/an afternbon her 
wad sit and take up his testimony again the: 
Paip, and again bapti^iiig of bairns, and the: 
like.'' 



^ 
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*• Woman !*' reiterated Deans, " either 
speak about whatye ken something o% or 
be silent ; I saythat independency is a foul 
heresy, and anabaptism a damnable and de- 
eeiving error, whilk siild be rooted\out of 
the land wi' the fire o' the spiritual, and the 
sword o' the civil magistrate*'^ 

« Weel, weel, neibor, I'll no say that 
ye mayna be right. I am sure ye are right 
about the sawing and the mawing, the shees- 
ing and the leading, and what for suld ye 
no be right about kirk-wark, foo?-~But 
concerning my oe, Reuben BuUer " 

f* Reuben Butler, gudewife, is a lad i 
wish hes^rtily weel to, even as S he wer6 
Qiine ain son-^-^but I doubt there will be 
outs and ins in the tract of his walk. I 
muckle fear his gifls will get the heels of 
his grace^ He has ower muckle human 
wit and learning, and thinks as muckte 
idKHit the form of the bicker as he does 
about the healsbmeness of the food — he 
ttiaun broider the marriage-garment with 
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lace and passments, or its no gude aneugh 
for him. And its like he's something proud 
o^ his human gifts and learning, whilk ena- 
bles him to dress up his doctrine in that 
fine airy dress. But," added he, at seeing 
tiie old woman's uneasiness at his discourse^ 
^ affliction may gi*e him a jagg« and let the 
nind out o' him as out o' a cow that's eaten 
met clover, and the lad may do weel, and 
be a burningand a shining light ; and I 
trust it will be yours to see, and his to feel 
k, and that soon." 

Widow Butler was obliged to retire, un^ 
able to make any thing more of her neiglb* 
bour, whose discourse, though she did not 
comprehend it, filled her with undefined 
apprehensions on her grandson's account, 
asid greatly depressed 'the joy with which 
the had welcomed him on his return. And 
it must not be concealed, in justice to Mr 
Deans's discernment,, that Butler, in their 
conference, had made a greater display of 
his learning than the occasion called for, 
or than was like to be acceptable to the old 

%2 
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gentleman^ vcrho, aoeustotned to cossidet 
him&elf as a pers<fti pre-emirtenCly .entitled 
to dictate upon theological subfecta of coft« 
troversy, felt rather humbled and motttfiM 
ivhen learned authorities were placed in ar^ 
ray agaiiist him. In fact, Buder had ndt 
escaped the tiage of pedantry Mrhich ilata^i 
rally flowed from hk cdueatiobi and was 
apt, on many occasiolis, to make parade of 
his knov^ledge, when there was nO nefed q( 
^nich vanity. 

Jeanie Deans, however, found no fault; 
with this (display cf learning, but^ on the 
contrary, admired it ; perhaps on the saute 
score that her sex are said to admire meli 
of courage, on account of their o%n de& 
ciency in that qualificationr The circoio- 
stances of their families threw the young 
people constantly together ; their old' intb- 
macy was renewed, though upon aibottng 
better adapted to tlieir age > and it became 
at length understood betwixt them, that 
their union should be deferred ho longer 
than until Butler shoald obtaia mme atoady 



TUB iWAAT 09 VHVLOTHIAV* 3271 

mewi cxf support, however hoitihle. This,' 
however, was not a matter speedily to bo: 
i^oeomplfehed. Plan after plan was formed,: 
and plan after plan fiiiled. The ^gbod-hu^ 
moured cheek of Jeante lost the first flush; 
of juvonile /redness; Ileuben?s brow a8au«^< 
med the gravity of manhood, yet the means 
of attaining a setttement seemed remote Mt 
ever. Eortunajtely for the lovers, their pas^ 
sion was of no ardoit or enthusiastic cast,, 
and a sense of duty on both sides induced 
th^m to bear, with patient fortitude, the pro« 
tracted interval which divided them from^ 
each other. 

In the meanwhile, time did not roll oa 
without effecting his usual dianges. The* 
widow oi Stephen Butler, so long the prop 
of the &mily of Beersheba, was gatiiiered 
tO: her fathers ; and Rebecca, the careful 
spouse of our friend Davie Deans, was also. 
situBMnoned from her plans of matrimonial 
and domestic economy. The morning after 
her death, Reuben Butler went to offer his 
sdte of consolation to his old friend ^od be-i 
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nrfacton He witnesfled, on this oceuiofiy 
a remarkable struggle betwixt tbe force of 
natural affection, and the religious stoicisiD» 
which the sufferer thought it was incum- 
bent upon him to maintain under each rarth* 
ly dispensation, whether of weal or woe* 

On his arri vaj at the cottage, Jeanie, with 
her eyei overflowing with tears, pointed to- 
the little orchard, *^in which,'^ she whisper- 
ed with broken accents, ^^ my poor fiither 
has been since his misfortune." Somewhat 
alarmed at tliis account, Butler entered the 
onchard, and advanced slowly towards his 
old friend, who, seated in a small rude ar-i. 
boiir, appeared ta be sunk in the extremity 
of his affliction. He Hfted his eyes some- 
what sternly as Butler apprc^ched, as if 
offended at the interruption ; but as the 
young man hesitated whedier he ought to: 
refa'eat or advance, be arose, and came f<MV 
ward to meet him, with a self-possessed^, 
and even dignified ain 

^ Young man, lay it not to heart, thou^ 
the righteous perish aild the merd&l ara 
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I, seeing, it may well be said^ thai 
they are taken away ftomr the evils to come; 
Woe to me, were I to sheil a tear for the wife 
of my bosom, when I might weep ri vera of 
water for this afflicted Churchy cursed as 
it is with carnal seekers, and with the dead 
of heart*** 

^* I am happy,'^ said Butler, ** that you 
can forget your private affliction in your 
Mgard for public duty/' 

^ Forget, Reuben J^ said poor Deaasi 
putting his handkerchief to his eyes,««^ 
** She's not to be forgotten on this side of 
time ; but He that ^ives the wound can 
send the ointment. I declare there have 
been times during this night when my me* 
dilation has been so wrapt, that 1 knew not 
of my heavy loss. It has been with me as 
with the worthy John Semple> called Cartb 
pham John, upon a like trial)?— I have been 
this night on the banks of Ulai, plucking 
an apple here and there." 

Notwithstanding the assumed fortitude 
of Deans, which be conceived^ to be the 
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disehatrge of a great GfaristJan daty^ he heA 
too ^Dod a heart not to sufifer deqply: under 
this heavy lots* Woodend became altog6- 
tiier distqrteful fo bin y and as< he had ob« 
tataed . both subBtaiice and expenience bj 
bb maoageiBent of thiit IttUe fiiixn^ he re* 
solved to, employ them as a dairy fanner^ 
or cow-feeder, aa they ate called io Soot- 
huid. Tbe jsttuatioti he choae for hia mm 
settlement was at at place called Saint Leo» 
IMrdli Craga, lyii% betwixt Edinburgh and 
tbe mountain called Arthur's Seat, and ad** 
joining to the extensive ^ep pastufe still 
named the King's Fkrh» from its having been 
jKirmetly<ledicated to the preservndoii of tbe 
royal game» Here he rented a small lonely 
house, nearly half a mile distant from the 
nearest point of tbe city, but the . site of 
^tchf.witb aU the adjacent ground, is now 
occupied by the buiklings wbipb form tbe 
- noutb*ei^tpm .subiurb» An. extensive pas> 
ture-ground adjoining, which Deans rented 
from tbe Kecfier of the Royal F^ ena- 
Ued^hiaii to.fced hie milk-cows; and. the 
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uiideamg knluBtry' and ait^y of Jeittie, 
his eldest dsnghttt^ wfts exerted iii iDakiii|[ 
the iwst df theic produce. 

fiBie had new Jest frcqu6Db.oti{H>rtuii}tie8 
a£ seeirig Reubeii, wb& hadbieeii obliged^ 
idler various disappointinentSy to, accept the 
fitiboiiiiiiBte dtuationf of' assistant in a. paro- 
chial school of seme emineuce^ mt three or 
feisr miles dittance from the oi^ Hefe.he 
dBtinguisbed hsmselfi and became aequaot- 
ed with several respectable burgesaes, who^ 
maeootint of healthy or other reasons, chose 
that their children shoold commence their 
"edocalioh in this little village. His pros- 
pects were thus gradually brightening, and 
upon eaeb visit which he paid at Saint Leo- 
nardos he had an opportunity of gUding a hint 
to this purpose into Jeanie's ear. These visits 
"were necessarily very rare, on account of 
the demands which the duties of the school 
made upon Butler's time. Nor did he dare 
to make them even altogether so frequent 
« these avocations would permit* Deans 
j«ceivt4 bint wtthoivilit^intieed^and even 
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with ftindtiess ; kit Reuben, as is usnal in 
Buch cases, imagined that he read his pur^ 
pose in his eyes, and was afraid too prenuu 
tiire an e^prlanatipn on the subject would 
draw down his positive disapprovals Upon 
the whole, therefore, he judged it prtident 
to call at Saint Leonard's just so frequents 
fy as old acquaintance and neighbourhood 
leemedto authorise, and no oftener. Theie 
w«B another: person who was more r^'gniar 
in bis visits. 

When Davie Deans intimated to ikm 
Laird of Dumbied ikes his purpose of ** quit-, 
ting wi* the land and house at Woodeod,'' 
the Laird stared and said nothing. He 
made his usual . visits at the usual hcMir 
withoc|t rematJc, until the day before the 
term, when, observing the bustle of mo- 
ving furnituDC already commenced, the 
great east-country awmrie dragged out of 
Its nook, and standing with its shoulder to 
the company, like an awkwand booby about 
to leave the room, the Laird again stared 
mightily, and vm heard to ^^aciilate» 
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<< Heghy &irft !" Even after the day of de-^ 
parture waspaet and gone, the Laird of Diim-^ 
biedikes, at hi& usual hour, which was that 
at which Datid Deaiis was wont to ^^ loose 
the pteugh," presented himself before the 
dosed door of the cottage at Woodend, 
and seemed as much astonished at finding 
it shut against his approach as if it was not 
esEsutly what be had to expect. On this 
occasion he was heard to ejaculate, ** Gudo 
guide us !" which, by those who knew him, 
Has pbnsidered as a very unusual maf'k of - 
emotion. From thatmoment forward, Dunw 
biedikes became an altered man, and the 
regularity of his movements, hitherto so 
exemplary, was as totally cli^oncerte4 iui 
those of a boy's watch wl^en he has broken; 
tiie main.-8pring. Like the index of the 
said watch, did Dumbiedikes spin round the 
whole bounds of his Httle property, which 
may be likened unto the dial of the time- 
piece, with unwonted velocity. There was 
not a cottage into which he did not enter, 
nor scarce a miadeii on whoqi he did not 
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tbire^ But m it waab that dtthaugfa tbtre 
were better ilu^m-houses on the land tham 
Woodend, add certainly much prettier girla 
than Jeaoie Deans, ^ it did sotn^dw be- 
^ that the blank in the Laii'd's time was 
not to pleasantly filled up as* it had boea. 
There was no seat accommodated him sa 
well as the ** bunker" at Woodend, and no 
£Me he loved so much to ga^con as Jeante 
Pea&s'ta. iSkv after : Spinning oouttd and 
i:atf tfd Im ilitde wMU B,ti tlMtn riemaiaiDi^ 
stationary lor a weckt it seems to have oiv 
curred fo hm^ that he waa not pttmed dow^ 
to ;ciroi4late on a phrot^ like the bands <tf 
the waleh» but possessed the p6wer ^shift* 
iag bis oeotrai pomty aadejrtiradiiig his €ir«9 
de if he thought. proper. To realize wfati^ 
privilt^e of chailge of place> he bought a 
poney £rom a Highland dtover, and with 
its aatistance and company stepped^ or rsi,' 
ther stumbled* as far as Saint X^ooard's 
C^ag& 

/ Jeanie DeaaiSi thot^h so much accustom- 
ed to ibe X«ai|d's staring that she waa some-* 
times scarce conscious of his presence, had 
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iievlBi^heleM some occasional fears lest he 
49faoiiIdcaU in the oi^m of speech to back 
Jtit6$Q expressions of adaAtraitioo which he 
bestowed ton her through his^eyea^ Should 
Hm happen, farewell, she thought, to all 
chance of an union with Butler. Voi hef 
ikther, however stout-hearted and indepeiat^ 
Jdent in civil and religious principles, wm 
jiot without that.respect for tlie laird of 
ihe land so deejply imprinted on the jScftHh 
tkh tenantry of the period* Mdreoyet, if 
he did not positively dislike Butler, yi»t his 
Ibild of carfial IdamiAg was often the oli^Mt 
of sareasQis on David's part, which wei» 
{terliipB ^Minded in jpalousy, and which 
Cierteinly indieated no partisiit;^ for the 
party against Whom they were launched* 
And, lastly, the match with Dumbiei^ktfs 
would have pres^ted irresistible charins to 
one who used to complain that he felt hioib 
sdf apt to take ** ower grit an armfu' o' the 
warld." So that, upon the whole, the Lahrd's 
diurtial visits were disagreeable to Jeariie 
finAm apprehension of ^turecomequenceai 
and it served much to console her, upon 
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removing from the spot where she was bred 
«nd born, that she had seen the last of Dum- 
biedikes, his laced hat, and tobacco-pipe* 
The poor girl no more expected he could 
knuster courage to follow her to Saint 
I^onard's Crags, than that any of her ap^ 
ple*trees or cabbages which she had left 
rooted in the ^* yard^ at Woodend, would 
spontaneously, and unaided, have under- 
taken the same journey. It was, therefore, 
with much more surprise than pleasure that, 
on thp sixth day after their removal to 
Saint Leonard's, she beheld Dumbiedikes 
arrive, laced hat, tobacco-pipe, and all, 
and, with the self satne greeting of ^* how's 
a' wi' ye, Jeanie ? — Whare's the gudeman f^ 
assume as nearly ^s he could the same pop 
aition in the cottage at Saint Leonard's 
which he had so long and so regularly oc- 
cupied at Woddend. He was no sooner, 
however, seated, than with an iiixusual exier« 
tion of his powers of conversation, he add- 
ed, <* Jeanie — I say, Jeanie woman," here 
be extended his hand towards her slf oulder 



THX HEAUT OF HIO-rLOTHIAMr. Mf 

irifh all the fingers spread out as if toclarch 
ity but in so bashful and awkward a oianneri 
that when she whidced herself beyond its 
reach, the paw remained si^spended in the 
air with the palm open, like the daw of a 
heraldic griffin — ^* Jeanie," continued the 
swain^ in this moment of inspiration,— *< I 
say, Jeanie, it's a braw day out bye, and the 
roads are no that ill for boot^hose/' 

" The de^iPs in the daidlidg body,'* mut- 
tered Jeany between her teeth $ ** wha 
wad bae thought o' his daikering out this 
length r* And she afterwards confessed 
that she threw a little of this ungracious 
sentiment into her accent and manner, for 
her father being abroad, and the ^* body,"^ 
as she irreverently termed the landed pro 
prietor, •< looking unco gleg and canty, she 
didna ken what he might be coming out wi'' 
next.** 

Her frowns, however, acted as a com^ 
plete sedative, and the Laird relapsed from 
that day into his former taciturn habit% 
visiting the cow-feeder's cottage three or 
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fiwciiaies. eireoiy. week, when, the i/^eatber 
permitted, with apparently no other piu% 
.pose than to stave at Jeanie Deaii8» while 
Doucie Davie poured forth his eloqiieficet 
open the controversieB and testimonies of 
IhiB day. 
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CHAPTER IX, 



Her air, her iiuiiiiien» all lAio saw 
Courteous* ihooBh e<i7>.tnd gtiftle, thoagh retired i 
Tbe joy of youth and health her eyes djsplay'd. 
And ease of heart her every look ooovey'd* 

Crabbb. 

The visits of the Laird thus again sank 
into matters of oidinary course, from which 
nothing was to be expected or apprehend* 
ed* If a lover could have gained a Mi one 
as a snake is said to fascinate a bird, by 
pertinaciously gaaing on her with great 
stupid greenish eyes, which began now tb 
be occasionally aided by spectacles^ unques- 
tionably Dumbiedikes would have been the 
person to perform the feat* But the art of 
fascination seems among the artes perdita^ 
and I cannot learn that tiiia most pertinft^ 
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cious of starers produced any effect by hig 
attentions beyond an occasional yawn. 

In the meanwhile, the object of his gaze 
was gradually attaining the verge of youths 
and approaching to what is called in fe-^ 
males the middle age^ which is impolitely 
held to begin a few years earlier with their 
more fragile sex than with meOtf Many 
people would have been of opinion, that 
the Laird would have done bettet to have 
transferred his glances to an dbject possess- 
ed of* far superior charms to Jeanie's, even 
when Jeanie's wei*e in^ their bloom, who be- 
gaii nowto be distinguished by all who yi<^ 
sited the cottage at St Leonard's Crags. 

Effie Deans, under the tender and affec* 
tionate care of her sister, had now shot up 
into a beautiful and blooming girj. Her 
Grecian-shaped head was profusely rich ia 
waving ringlets of brown hair, which, confi* 
sed by a blue snood of silk, and shading a 
laughing Hebe countenance, seemed the 
picture of health, pleasure, and content* 
mehb Her brown russet shortrgown set 
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oS a shape, which time, perhaps, might be 
expected ta render too robust, the frequent 
objection to Scottish beauty, but which, in 
her present early age, was slender and taper, 
with that graceful and easy sweep of outline, 
which at once indicat« health and beauti- 
ful proportion of parts. 

These growing charms, in all their juve- 
nile profusion, had no power to shake tlie 
stedfast mind, or divert the fixed gaze, of the 
constant Laird of Dumbtedikes. But there 
was scarce another eye that could behold 
this living picture of health and beauty, 
without pausing on it with pleasure* The 
tiaveller stopped his weary horse op the 
eve of enterii^ the city which was the 
end of his journey, to gaae at the sylpb- 
like form that tripped by him, with heF 
milk-pail poised on her head, bearing her- . 
self so erects and stepping so light and firee 
tmder her burthen, that it seemed rather 
an ornament than an encumbrance. The 
laids of the neighbouripg suburb, who he)d 
their ev^ing rendezvous for piitting the 

VOL. I. . h 
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stOD^, CMtitig the batnmery playing, at long' 
baylsy and other athletic exercises^ watch* 
efd the motions of Effie Deans, and contend- 
ed with each other which should have the .' 
good fortunes to attract her attention. £vea 
the rigid presbyteriaas of her father's per- 
suasioUt who held each indulgence of the 
eye and sense to be a snare at leasts if not 
a crime, i^ere surprised into a moment's 
delight while gazing on a creatuie so ex- 
quisite,— -instantly checked by a sigh, re- 
proaching at once their own weakness, and 
mourning that a creature so fair should 
share in the common and h^f^editary guilt 
aud imperfection of our nature. She waa 
currently entitled the Lily, of Saint Leo- 
nard's, a name which she deserved as mucb 
by her guileless purity of thought, speech^ * 
and auction, as by her uucommon loveliness. 
of face and person. ' 

Yet the^e w^e points in Effie's charaet^i 
which gave rise not only to strange doubt 
and ansuety on the part of Douce l!>avid ■ 
Diitths, whose ideadwere rigid^ as m^y easily 

10 



ht tupposedi Upon the stibject of youthfuV 
aimisementA^ bat even of seridus ippreheiK 
sion to her mMe iadolgent sister The. 
children of the Scotch of the inferior: 
eldsses are usuelly spdited hy the early in- 
diligence of their parents ; how, wherefcHre^ 
iind to what degree, the Kvely and instruct 
tive narrative of the amiable and aocooi^ 
pushed authoress of ^' Glenbumie'' * has 
^aved me ^and all fatnre scribblers the trou- 
ble of recording. Effie' had had a double 
shmre of this inconstdwate and misjudged 
kindness. Even the strictness of her. fiu 
ther's pmciples could opt condenmtbe 
sports of infalleJr^and obUdhood^ and to 
the good oid man^* his younger daughter^ 
the child of his old age^ seemed ^xhild for 
some years aftor she attained the years, of 
wbmai^ood, was still called the ^' bit lassie"* 
and ^ little Effie/' and was .permitted Do 
rufi up and down imocHatrc^led, unless upon 
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the Sabbath, or at the times of faiaily woe- 
slitp. Her sister, with all the 1qv« and caie 
(tf a mother, could not be sujpfKised to pes* 
sess ii» same authoritative isfluenee, and 
tiiat which cdie hfad hiflierto esescised be- 
came graduaify limited « and dimuriahed as 
Effie's advancing years entitled her, in her 
awn c«ncdt at teiast, to the right of inde- 
pendence and. free agenoy« With aU. the 
imioceiice and goodness of dtaqpositioB, 
therefore, vbich we have described^ the 
Lfly oC St Lraniard's possessed a Uttle fund 
of seif^ccHicdt and obstinacy^ and sraie 
warmifa and injtebiliiy of tiynper,, partly 
natural perhaps^ but Gestasnly imiab in«« 
creased by IJte imresizidpedifreidc^m of her 
childhood* Her cfaaraeter will be best tllw* 
trated by a cottage evening scene. 
* The carefid father was absent ia his welU 
stocked byr^, foddbrmg . those iis^ul and 
patient animals on whose produce his Uving 
depended, the summer evening was begin- 
ning to close in, when Jeanie Deans began 
tO' be very anxious ibr the appearance of 
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Iver sister^ ai|d to &ar diat Ae woiAd not 
reach bottie bffMe tlieir father seturn^ 
frofn the labow of the eveniag^ when it w» 
hid custcmi to have ** family exercise^,'' and 
when^ she faiew thfft Effie's aiiaence would 
give him Khe moM sariout displeasure. 
Sliese appi^hetisiGm bkmgiieavier upon ba 
mind, becauH5e» fiir several preceding evettp 
ings» Effie had diisappeared tAsoat the same 
time, and4ier«tfty» at fip#t so brief a$ scasce 
to be noticed, had been gradually protract- 
ed to half an hour, and an, hour, and on the 
present occasion had cox^derably exceed- 
ed MBO .this last Mmit, And now^ Jeanie 
stood at the door, with her hand before het 
^yes ttf Hvoid the rays of t^ level sun, and 
looked ^temately aiodg the various tracks 
which led towards ^^r dwelling, to sere if 
she could descry the nymphUike form of 
her sistjeri There was a wall and a stile 
^hich separated the royal domiun, or 
King'^ Park, as it is called, from thfc 
public road; to this pass she fret^uently 
directed her attention, when she saw two 
persons appear there somewhM suddenly. 
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as if they had widked dose by the side of 
the wall to screen theiMelves from obser* 
VBtioa. One of theai» a man> drew back 
hastily i the other, a feniate, crossed Uie 
sUkt and advaoced towards . hei-«^it ww 
Efiie. She met her sister with that affected 
livdiness of manner^ which» in bar sank, 
azkd sometiioes in those above it. females 
occasionally assume to hide surfiriife or con- 
fusion i aad she carolled m $h§ ciime«^ 

" Th? elfin Imight stite oi| Ae brae^ 

The broom grows bomiiey the broom grows tair; 
And by there came lilting k lady so 1^7, 

Aiid we drania gang down to the broom nae midr.'' 

. /' Whisht, Effie,** said her sister; <« our 
father's coming out o* the byre.'**-4rhe 
damsel stinted in her song.-— << Wbare hae 
ye been sae late at e*en ?^ 

^* It's no latCt lass," answered IS&e. 

^^ It's chappit eight on every dock o" tiiie 
town, and the sun's gaun down ahint the 
Corstorphine hills«-<- Wbare can ye hae been 

sae lafe ?" 
M Nae gate," answered Effie. 
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• << And wha was that {wrted vfi' you at 
4he stile?" 

! <« Naebody,? replied Effie once more. 

«« Nac gate ? — Naebody ? — I wish it may 
be a right gate, and a right body , that keeps 

• folk out sae late at e'en, EfBe/' 

" What needs ye be aye speering then 
at folk r retorted Effie. •• Pm sure, if yell 
ask nae questions^ I'll tell ye n^e le^s. I 
never ask what, brings the Laird of Dum- 
biedikes glowering here like a wuU cat, 
:(only his een's greener, and no sae gleg,) 
iday after day, till we are a' like to gaunt 
our chafts affi" 

- ^^ Because ye ken very weel he comes to 
Me our fkther,'' said Jeanie, in answer to 
this pert remark. 

• ^< And Dominie Butler — Does he cornie 
to see my father, that's sae taen wi' his La- 
tin words?" said Effie, delighted to find 
that^ by carrying the war into the enemy's 
country, she could divert the threatened 
attack upon herself, and with the petulance 
of youth she pursued her triumph over her 
prudential elder sister* She looked at, her 
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with a slj air, in which there was some* 
thing like irony, as she chauiitedf in a knr 
but marked tone, a so'ap of aa old Sccrtch 
song-*— 

'' Througii the kirk-yard 

I met wi' the Laird, 

The silly pair body he said me nae harm; 

But just ere 'twas dark 

I met wi' the elerk"— ^^ 

I 

Here the songstress stepped, looked fuU 
at her sister, sufid, observing the tear gathqr 
in her eyes, she suddenly flung her ariw 
round her neck, and kissed then away. 
Jeanie, though hurt a»d dis^eased, was 
unable to resist the caresses of this wsb- 
taught child of nature, whoae good imd 
evil seetned to flow rather from inpttlse 
llian from reflection. But as she retuniedl 
the sisterly kiss, in token of perfect recoa*- 
ciliation, she coukl not suppress the gaatlfe 
reproof~" Effie, if ye will learn fule sMg% 
ye might make a kinder use of them*^ 

<« And so I might, Jeanie," continued th* 
girl, clinging to her eistor's neck ; ^< and I 
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wish I had never learned ane o' them— ^and 
I wish we had never ooine here-^and I wish 
my tongue had been blistered or I had vex- 
ed ye*" 

<<. Never ihind thM, iSffie," Replied the af- 
fectionate sitter ; ^' I canna be muekle veil- 
ed wi' ony thing ye say to me-^but O dinna 
vex our father t" 

« I will not^I will not>*' united Effie ; 
<* and if there were as md^y dances th^ 
morn's night as there are merry dancers in 
the north firmament on a frosty e'en, I 
winna budge an inch to gang near ane & 
them.'' 

<^ Dance?'' echoed Jeanie Deans in asto- 
nishipent << O, Effie, what could take ye 
to a dance ?" 

It. is very possMbk, that^ in the comu 
mtinicative mood into which the Lily of 
St Lednarfl'6 was now surprised, she might 
have given her sister her unr^se'fved confi- 
dem^e, and sav^d me the piain 6f telling a 
melancholy tale j but at the moment the 
w^rd da&ce wns* littered, it reached the ear 

M m 
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of old D»vid Dean&, who bad turned the 
.corner of the house, and came upon his 
daughters ere they y^ere aware of his^ pre- 
sence. The word prdate, or even the word 
pepe, couM hardly have produced so appal- 
ling an' effect upon David's ear i for, of all 
exercises, that of dancing, which be term- 
ed a voluntary and regular fit of distrac- 
tion, be deeme4 niost destructive of serious 
fthoughts, and the readiest inlet to all sort 
of licentiousness ; and he accounted the 
encouraging, and even permitting, assem- 
blies or meetings, whether among those of 
high or low degree, /or this fantastic and 
absurd purpose, or for that of dramatic re- 
presentations, as one of the most flagrant 
proofs of defection and causes of wrath* 
The pronouncing of the word <2tmc^ by his 
own daughters, and at his own door, now 
drove him beyond the verge of padence. 
« Danced he exclaimed. •» Daftce?— 
dance, said ye ? I daur ye; limmers: that ye 
are, to name sic a word at my door-cheek ! 
It's a distolute profane pastime practised by 
the Israelites only at their base and brutal 
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wordiip of tbe Golden Calf at Bethel, and 
by die unhappy lass wha danced aff the 
head of John the Baptist, upon whilk chap- 

; ter I will exercise this night for your &r- 
ther instruction, since ye need it^aemuckle, 
nothing doubting that she has cause .to rue 
the day, lang or this time,, that ere she suld 
hae shook a limb on sic an errand. Better 
for her to hae been bom a cripple, and car- 
ried frae door to door, like auld Bessie 
Bowie, begging bawbees, than to be a king's 
daughter, fiddling and flinging the gate she 
did. 1 hae pllen wondered that ony ane 
that ever bent a knee for the rjght purpose, 
should ever daur to crook a hpugh tofyke 
and fling at piper's wind and fiddler's squeal- 
ing. And I bless God, (with that singular 
worthy, Peter Walker the packman at Brie- 
to-Port,)t that ordered, my lot in my dan- 
cing days,, ^ that fear (^ my head and 
.throat, dread of bloody rope and swift bul- 
let, andtrenchitnt swiords and pain of boots 

f and thumkins, cauld and hunger, wetness 
and wfeariness, stopped the lightness of my 

^beadj and tbfe waoAonness of my feet. 
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And BOW, if I hear ye, quean lassies, sae 
tauckle as name daooii^^ or think there's 
910 a thing in tliis warhl as flinguig to &I- 
dler's sounds and piper's springs, as sure as 

. my fii(her*s spirit is with the just, ye dndl 
be no more eitha: charge or concern of 
miiie ! Gang in, then^^^ang in, then, hsn« 
nes^^' he added; in a softer tone, for the 
tears>of bbth daughters, but especially those 
of Effie, began to flow fery fast, — «^ Gai^ 
tn^ dears, and well sedc grace to preserre 
us frae all maimer of proiiuie folly, whilk 
causeth to sin, and promotecfa the kingdom 

^v£ dai^uess, warring with the kii^dom of 
Hght** 

The objurgation of David Deans, how- 
einer well meant, was tmhaf^ily timed. It 
created a divimon of feelings in EflSe's bosom, 
.and deteorred her from her intended confi- 
dence in her sister. «< She wad baud me 
nae better than the dirt below her feet,** 
said Effie to herself, ^< were I to confess 
I hae danced wi' him four times on the 
green down bye, and ance at Maggie Mac- 
queen's ij aod-she'll nu^beliing it ower my 
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head that she'il tell my father, and then 
she wrad be mistresis and main But I'll no 
gapg back there agaiiu Tm resolved I*U 
no gang back* Til lay in a leaf of my Bible, 
and that's very near aa it* I had made an aith, 
that L winna gang bade." And she kept h6r 
vow for a week, during which she was utt- 
usually <;m8 and fretful, blemishes which 
had never fad[bre been observe in her tem« 
per, eflccept durisg a moment of contradio- 
taon. 

* There wassometbingin idl this so mysteri- 
43ius a? considerably to alarm the prudent and 
affectionate Jeanie, the more so as she judged 
k unkind to her sister to mention to their 
father grounds cf anxiety which might arise 
from her own imagination. Besides, her 
respect finr the good old man did not pre-, 
vent her from being aware that he was both 
hot-tempered and positive, and she some- 
times suqpected that be carried Tm dislike 
to youthful amusements beyond the verge 
that religion and xeason demanded. Jeanie 
had sense enough te see that a sudden and 
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severe curb upon her sister's hitherto un^ 
restrained freedom might be rather produc- 
tive of harm than good, and that EflSe, in 
the headstrong wilfulness of youth, was 
likely to make what might be overstrained 
in her Other's precepts an excuse to herself 
for neglecting them altogether. In the 
higher classes, a damsel, however giddy, is 
still under the dominion o£ etiquette, and 
subject to the surveillance of mammas and 
chaperones ; but the country girl, who 
snatches her moment of gaiety dimng the 
intervals of labour, is under no such guar- 
dianship or restraint, and her amusement 
becomes so much the more hazardous. 
Jeanie saw all this with much distress of 
mind, when a circumstai^ce occurred which 
appeared calculated to relieve ber anxiety. 
Mrs Saddletree, with whom our readers 
have already ^een made acqmunted,. chan- 
ced to be a distant relation of Douee David 
Deans, and as she was a womaa orderly in 
ber life and conversation, and^ moreover, 
of ^x>d substance, a sort of acquaintance 
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was formally kept up between the familiQsu 
Now^ this careful dame, about a year and 
, a half before our story commenced, chan- 
ced to need in the line of her profesision a 
better sort of servant, or rather shop- wo- 
.man, ^< Mr Saddletree," she said, ** was 
:never in the, shop when he could get bit 
nose within the Parliament House, and it 
.was an awkward thing for a woman-body 
to be standing among bundles o' barkened 
leather her lane, selling saddles and bridles ; 
and she had cast her.eyes upon her far awa' 
couain Effie Deans, as just the very sort of 
lassie she would want to keep her in coun- 
tenance on such occasions." 

In this proposal there was much that 
pleased old David, — there was bed, board, 
and bounteth — it was a decent situation — 
the lassie would be under Mrs S^^ddletree's 
eye, who had an upright walk, and lived 
close by the Tolbooth Kirk, in which might 
sttll be heard the comforting doctrines of 
one of those few ministers of the Kirk of 
Scotland who had not bent the knee unto 
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Baal, according to David's expression, or 
become accessary to the course of national 
defections, — union, toleration, patronagai, 
and a bundle of prelatical Erastian oatbs 
which had been imposed on the church 
since the Revolution, and particularly in 
the reign of " the late woman,'* (as be called 
Queen Anne), the last c€ that unhappy 
race of Stuarts. In the good man's securi- 
ty concerning the soundness of the theolo- 
gical doctrine which his daughtar was to 
hear, he was nothing distui*bed on account 
of the snares of a different kind, to yfAaeh 
a creature so beautiful, young, and wiHtil, 
might be exposed in the centre of a popu* 
ious and corrupted city. The fact is, that 
he thought with so much horror on all 
approaches to irregularities of the nature 
most to be dreaded in such cases, that he 
would as soon have suspected and guarded 
against Effie's being induced to become 
guilty of the crime of murder. He only 
regretted that she should live under the 
same roof with such a workliy-wise mBia us 



THE KEART 0» M».I*0THIAN. 887 

Bartholine Saddletree, whom David never 
suspected of being an ass, but considered 
as endowed with all the l^al knowledge 
to which he made pretension, and only 
liked him the worse for possessing it. The 
lawyers, especially those amongst them 
who sate as ruling elders in the General 
Assembly of the Kirk, had been forward in 
promoting the measures of patronage, of 
the abjuration oath, and others, which, in 
the opinion of David Deans, were a break- 
ing down of the carved work of ihe sane* 
tuary, and an intruuon upon the liberties 
of the kirk. Upon the clangers of listening 
to the doctrines of a legalized formalist, 
such as Saddletree, David gave his daugh- 
ter many lectures ; so much so, that he had 
time to touch but slightly on the dangers 
of chambering, company-keeping, and pro- 
miscuous dancing, to which, at her time of 
life, most people would have thought £ffie 
more exposed, than to the risk of theoreti- 
' cal error in her religious fiuth. 

Jeanie parted with her sister, with a mix- 
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ed fed^g of regret, and apprehension^ and 
! hope. She could not be iM> confideia^ ccm- 
ceming ESe's prudence as her, father, for 
she had observed her moi'e^ tiairrowly, had 
more sympathy with her feelings, and coold 
better estimate ' the : temptattons to which 
she Was exposed. On the other hand, Mrs 
Siiddletree was an observing, shrewd, nota* 
ble woman, entitled to exercise over ES» 
the full aqthority of a mistr^ess^ imd likely 
to do so strictlyt yet with kindness. Her 
removal to Sllddleftree^l, it was most proba* 
' ble^ would abo serve to break off soipe idle 
acquaintances, which Jeanie suspected her 
sister to have formed in the ne^bouring 
suburb. Upon the whole, then^ she view- 
ed her removal frwn Saint Leonard's with 
pleasure, and it was not until the very 
moment of their parting for tfa» first time 
in their lives, that she felt the full force of 
sisterly sorrow. While they repeatedly 
kissed each 6ther's cheeks, and wrung each 
other's hands^ Jeanie took that moment of 
affectionate sympathy, to press upon her 
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«fster the necessity of the utmost x^^otion m 
her conduct w^ile ]:e8iding in Edinburgh. 
Effie listepedi without > once rsiising her 
large dark eye- lashes, frqiQ which th§ drafts 
fi^.so fast^ as alrnost to reseiol^le a fppo* 
tain* At the oonclusipn shevsat:|^}ed again, 
kissed her mWs tod promised to r^cpUect 
031 the good Goiunsel she had given heri and 
they parted. . 

. . The &«b week or two, Effie was ail that 
her kinswc^aii expected» and even more. 
But with time there came a relaxation of 
tliat early seal whi<^ she manifested in Mrs 
Saddletree's serviee. To borrow ofi^ again 
from the poet, who so correctly and beau- 
tifuUy descfifaes living manners,—* . 

* 

•* Somethmg tl^ere was^, what, none presumed to say,— 
Clouds lightly passing on a summer^s day; 
'Whispers and hints, which Vent from ear to ear, 
^nd mixed reports no judge on earth could dear.*' < 

During this interval, Mrs Saddletree was 
sometimes dis^eased by Effie's lingenng« 
when she was s^nt upon erranda about the 
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thop business, and sometimes by a liVfiit 
degree of impatience which she manifested 
at being rebuked on «uch occasions. Sot 
shre good-naturedly allowed, that the first 
was very natural to a girl to whom every 
thing in Edinbur^ was new, and the other 
was only ikie petulance of a spoiled child^ 
when subjected to the yrfce of domestic 
discipline for the first time. Attenti^ afid 
submission could not be learned at once— 
Holy- Rood was not buik in a day— use 
"Would make perfect. 

It seemed as if the considerate dd lady 
had presaged truly. Ere many months 
bad passed, Effie became altnost wedded 
to her duties, though she no longer dis« 
charged them with the laughing cheek and 
light step, which at first had attracted every 
customer. Her mistress sometimes obs^- 
ved her in tears, but they were ^m. of 
secret sorrow, which she concealed as of- 
ten as she saw them attract notice. Time 
wore on, her cheek grew pale, and her step 
heavy. The cause of these changes could 
not have escaped the matronly eye of Mrs 
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Saddletree, but ahe was chiefly confined by 
indisposition to her bed^room for several 
months during the latter part of ££Gie's ser- 
vice. This interval was nuurked by symp- 
toms of anguish almost amounting to des- 
pair. The utmost eflbrts of the poor girl 
to command her fits of hysterical agony 
wae often totally unavailing, and the mis- 
takes which she made in the shop the while 
were so numerous and so ptovfilking^ that 
BarthoUne {Saddletree who, duringhts wife's 
ifiness, was obliged to take closer charge of 
the business than conabt^ with his siudy 
of the weightier matters o£ the law, lost all 
patienoe with the girl, whOi in his Urn Isr 
tin, and without much seapeet to gender, 
be declared ought to he cognosced by in- 
quest of a jury, zsJSOuu^JiiriQMa, and no- 
twraHter tdmku Neighbours, dsa,. and fel- 
low-servants, remarked, with malicious cu- 
riosity or degrading pity, the diafiguped 
shape, loose dvess, and pale cheeks of the; 
once beautiful and still interesting gpxL 

But to no one would she giant her confix 

6 
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dence^ anBwering all tauMs with bitter sai^ 
casm, and all serious expostulation with sul« 
len denial^ or with floods of teanu 

'At lei)gtb» when Mrs Saddletree's reco- 
very was likely to permit her wonted at« 
tMtion to tlie regulation of her hcNisehold, 
Effie Deans, as if unwilling to faee an in* 
vestigation made by the authority of her 
n^istresSi asked permtssibn of Bartboline to 
go home for a week or two, assigning .in- 
disposition, and the wish of trying the be* 
nefit of repose and the diange of air, as the 
motives of her request Sharp-eyed as a 
lynx (or conceiving himself to be so) in the 
jHce sharp quiUits of 4^1 discussion, Bar^ 
tholioe WM as dull at drawing inferences 
from the occurrences of common life as any 
Dutch professor of mathematics. He suf- 
fered Effie ito depart without much suspi- 
mm, and withoat any enqatry« 

It was afterwards found that a period of 
a week intervened betwixt her leaving her . 
maiater's house aind arriving at Saint Leo- 
sard's* She made her appMrance before 
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her sister in a state rather retcmbKng the i 
spectre than the living substance of the . 
gay and beautiful girl» who bad left her fa- 
ther's cottage for the first time scarce se-' 
venteen months before. The lingering ill* 
ness of her mistress had, for the last few - 
months, given her a plea ibr confining her* 
self entirely to the dusky precincts of the 
shop in the Lawn-Market, and Jeanie waa 
so much occupied, during the same period^ 
with the concerns of her fisither's household» 
that she had rarely found leisure for a walk 
into the city, and a brief and hurried visit 
to her sister. The young women, tliere- 
fore, had scarcely seen each other for seve- 
ral months, nor bad a sin^^ scandidoua 
surmise reached the ears of the secluded 
inhabitants of the cottage at St Leoiuurd^s. 
Jeanie, therefore, terrified to death at her 
sister's appearance, at first overwhelmed 
her with enquiries, to which the unfortu- . 
nate young woman returned for a time in- 
coherent and rambling answers, and finally ^ 
fell into a hysterical & Beadered too getv . 
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tain of her Mte/s imsfertim^ Jeaaie had 
now the dreadful alternative of commu- 
nicattog her ruia to her father, or of en- 
deftirourtng to conceal it from him. To 
all qaestion3 coacerQtiig the BAme or rank 
of her seducer^ and the fate of the being to 
whom her fail had given birth, Effie re- 
mained mute as the ^a^e, to which she 
seemed haatenipg.; and iadeed the least 
allusion to either seemed to drive her to 
distractioiu Her sister, in distress and in 
despair, was about to repair tO: Mrs Saddle* 
tcee to consult her experience, and ait- the 
sajne tioK to obtain what lights rite could 
vtfuan this loost unhafipy affiur, when she 
was saved that pains by a new stroke of 
fate, whieh seemed to carry misfortime to 
the uttecou>st» 

Dav^d Deans had been adasrmed at the 
state of health in which his daughter re- 
turned to her paternal residence } but Jea- 
nie had contrived to divert hjm from parti- 
cular and specifie enquiry, it was, there- 
fore, like a ch^ of thunder to the poor old 
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temat yfh^i iost. as the tiour ,<f£ no<m l)ad 
{brpi^bl; the v^it (^ th^ Laird of pumbie- 

iis tpQst i«B^pe$t;e4,gnQSts, arrive^ ^t tiae 
a^U^gs Pf St. L^onrd's. Tbese wexe thp 
j9^$$n ofJu9tK:e, with « waip^ut pf jysjici- 
-foy to agar^fot j^d.atppc^l^QDtdEtjipheiBU, 
•fit^S^j Peaq^ (focused ofitheGriise o£chUd-' 
jlUVirth V. T^ stuqning weight of a bloytr so 
^c^Y'Xmfm^^ bpre;d9J»B.the o\d tam, 
rWrbo Jfegd.ift tip early you^ r^i^d the 

.|ii:vv.,-4*f fWSfeffyrfindi Qi?U tyr?fl«Qr, tthpsg^ 

jbftQ^»d .wjith WP^da. J|n4:g.«»n9, ftocturps.a^ 
.i^hilf^te* He.M %9ite9(ied M^ gftftsejl^ 
:mm Jiip-iPWivh^ftfj^S .aiid ,^e,/n«Bfeibllppy 
' pgi. ^mp^ i^ofo. .the. ««i«. of; his ^j«ak;^Qg> 
raised, .^ith |vside:hi^«l*iu1y» iil^e <^Bt of 
\^eit wsffi^tfkt fiJWa bier, b<jd»;ftnd plstfsed her 
rin:a:Q$^h, whidi *b«gr,4md IwcWJ^t with 

:^b©». "Khe ha^ty . iTWttedies .wfc«ch Mm^^ 
, ;;bjtd applied to ibciog : baiok her , ftth^r's 

■senpe* m^^s^axofi begun rt® op^ate^ ,vhen 

..tlie aois^ ofthe.ii^^ftUk ia tptfiioa recalled 
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her attention to her miserable sister. To 
run shrieking after the carriage was the 
first vfiin effi>rt of her distractimi, but she 
was stopped by one or two female neigh*^ 
hours, assfembled, by the extraordinary ap» 
pearance of a coatch in that sequestered 
place, who almost forced her back tof her 
father's house. The deep and sympathetic 
affliction of these poor people, by whom 
the little family at Saint Leonard's wero 
held in high regard, fiUed the house witli 
lamentation. Even Dumbiedikes was mo- 
v€d from his wont^ iqpathy, and, groping 
for his purse as he spoke, ejaculated^ 
^< Jeanie woman— Jeanie woman i dinna 
greet^it's sad wark but siller will help it f 
and be drew out his purse as he spoke* 

The old man hiul Adw raised himself 
from the ground, and, looking about him 
as if he missed something, seemed gradual- 
ly to reicover the sense of his wretchedness. 
« Where," he said, with a vc^ce that made 
the roof ring, <^ where ift the vile harIot> that 
has disgraced the blood of an honest txMk ?— 
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Where is she, that has no place among us» 
but has come foul with her sins» like the 
Evil One, among the children of God ?— » 
Where is she, Jeanie ?— Bring her before 
me, that. I may kill her with a word and a 
look." 

All hastened around bim with their ap^ 
propriate sources of c(Hisolation-~the Laird 
with his purse, Jeanie with burnt feathers 
and strong waters, and the women with 
their exhortations. " O neighbour-^O, 
Mr Deans, it's a sair trial, doubtless— ^but 
think of the Rock of Ages^ neigfaboor-— 
think of the promise !' ' 

<< And I do think of ity neighbours-«-and 
I bless God that I can think of it, even in 
the wrack and ruin of. a' that's nearest and 
dearest to me — But to be the father of a 
cast-a-way— ra profligate — a bloody Zippo. 
rah~-a mere murderess ! — O, how will the 
wicked exult in the high places of thek 
wickedness!*— the prelatists, and the latitu* 
dtnarians, and the hand-waled murderers, 
whose hands are hard as horn wi' hauding 
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di^'^ughfer^wea|K)n»^they will push out 
the Hpt and say that we are even such ias 
themselves. Sair, sair I am grieved, neigh- 
tpours, for the poor cast-away^— for the child 
of tnine ovra old age— but sairer for the 
stumbling-block and scandal it will be to 
all tender and ^htmeAt Bouls !** 
'■ •« Davie— witina siller do^t ?* insinuated 
^he Laird, still proffering his green purse, 
^hich was lull of guineas. 

«* I tell ye, Ddmbiedikes," said Deans, 
*^ Ibat if telling down my haill substance 
trouldhae saved her frafe this black snare, 
I wad hae walked out wi' naething but my 
IxMFmtit'and* mystaiBr to beg an awmous for 
God^s sake, ^ and ca*d 'liiysdl an happy maii 
' — 'But if a dollar, or a plack, or the nine- 
Jteenth part of a boddle, wad isave hw open 
-guilt and open ^hame frae open punish- 
tnent, that purchase wad David Deans ne- 
'ver make1-*-Na, na^-^an eye for an eye, a 
iooth for a tooth, life for life, blood for 
blood— ^it*s the law of man and if s the law 
•of God.— Leave me, sirs**«-leave m«*— I 
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maun vrarstle wi* tim trial in privacy an^ 
on iny knees."* 

Jeanie* now in some degree restored to 
the power of thought, joined in the same 
request The next day found the father 
and daughter still in the depth of affiction^ 
but the father sternly supporting his load 
of ill through a proud sense of religious 
diity» and the daughter anxiously suppress- 
ing her own feelings to avoid again awa- 
kening his. Thtia was it with the afflicted 
ftmily until the morning after Porteous't 
death, ^ period at which we are now ar* 
rived. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Ib aO the counsel that we two have shand. 
The Bisters' vows, the hours that we have speftt 
When we have chid the hasty-footed time 
For parting i]»— Oh ! and Js all forgot ? 

Midsymmer Nighfs Drmm, 

We have been a hmg while in conductHig 
Butler to the door of the cottage at Saittt 
Leonard's ; yet the space which we have 
occupied in the preceding narrative does 
not exceed in length that which he actually 
spent on Salisbury Crags upon the morning 
which succeeded the execution done upon 
Porteous by the rioters. For this delay he 
had his own motives. He wished to collect 
his thoughts^ strangely agitated as they 
were, first by the melancholy news of Effie 
Deans's situation, and afterwards by the 
frightful scene which he had witnessed. In 
the situation also in which he stood with 
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respect to JeaniQ and. her fatbert aome cere- 
mony, at least some choice of fitting time 
and seasofli vras necessary to wait upon 
them. Eight in the morning was then the 
ordinary hour for breakfast^ and he resol* 
ved that it should arrive before he made 
his appearance in their cottage. 

Never did hours pass so heavily. Butler 
shifted his placet and enlarged his circle to 
while away the time, and heard the huge; 
bellpf $t Giles's tplj each successive hour in 
swelling tones, which were instantly attest* 
ed by those of the other steeples in succes* 
sion. He had heard seven struck in this man* 
ner» when he began to think be m^t veo- 
ture to approach nearer to S|; Leonard's, from 
which he was still a mile distant Accord- 
ingly he desoeaded froin his lofly station as 
low as the bottom of the valley which di- 
vides Salisbury Crags from those small rocks 
which take their name from Saint Leonard. 
It is, a& many of my readers may know, a 
deep, wUd, grassy vaUey, seattered with 
huge rocks and fragments which have de« 
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seended &oih the cfifi a»d Ait^p aseest ta 
the east. 

TKis sequestered de))^ as^ li^eli as othef 
places of the open p»lttirage df the Kimg's 
Park, wa!s» about this time» oftefi ^bd tesott 
ofthe gallantd of the tim^ Whd had afikirs of 
honour to discuss with fbe swords Duels 
were then very comufon in Scotland^ for the 
gentry were at obce' idie^katightyy fierce^ 
and addicted to intemperaiic^ so that tbern 
lacked neither ptovocvtiftij/ nor indiAallott 
to resent 'A ^h&n given jaiidihe ri^^Ntl^ 
which was part cit every gei!it4eitian'd dresfe^^ 
was the otily weaf)dfl us^ 4k)t th« d^isftm 
df sueh d£ff^6nces4 VfMd, thttrefiM^e, Biat* 
let observed £t ydungf thM^ skiilkin|f, Apl^u 
rently to avoid observattdn, amotag tb« 
scattered rocks at sotiie diMance ftom the 
footpath, he wils naturally led to snppMt 
ibat he bid sought this tonely Spot upon that 
evil errandi tie was iso cftrongty impressed 
Witb this, tbaft, ilotwith$tiiinding Ms own d». 
tress of ihind, be cotfld not, aocordiag to 
his heiki^ i6f duty a8 k cleirgytii^ past this 
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f<Bnwi witibi»|i(; afipakmg to ^im. Thece 
^re ttmeSf tlvnight lie to bi^isel^ whep i^e 
aMg^t^ iilt|Bzfi»9ii)B9 mfty ttviert a gcea( 
<idaiai|yT»when a W49ii^ fpc^en la ^suion 
m9y4o more for preyra^iofi ^n the elo^ 

fwUt-rAad f<y noy.awn gfiefe» be theyji* 
^7 B»W» I A%W fed tl^^m jthe |ig|jit«t, if 
^ey diviBft 919 not fiioip ,the grpseqution of 
W dttjiy, 

T|m|8 ^jMa)^ awl f«f^». hp j«?AUe4 
tlie gi#)$(nr B**, W*i #yswaced piear/sf 
tfe9 oj^ect hQ h«4 .nqtwe4, Thf n[ift|i <^ 
|ifpl;C(tf|Bot^ 1;^ OCHI^ ti?jprfrdit^ie.hai, iifi 
fl[wier> V^i«t wpesred, ta i;^i^ ^i^i j. Jwiiif 
tRl^ep. ^ .pam .*flt flatley .K^fffMl #HW# 
tp fvlU^ hip, ,hp jwywfftWi -his hj^ fifircplx. 
Il^i^d i^pjojp^, Jind <»?w ;fi»?f«^, ,a^ if tp 
i»5Pt wd ^fy f»u|aifty, 

B^tier;lift^an ppp^rtunity pf accuwtely 
fite^g |#!%#it^ Mthey MitajMedalpw- 
Ay t9 iW«t,«ich ^i^r. Thp stflwi^r aeein- 
.fl4 .abpgt .tp«ii(ty.fiMe years pld. His dress. 
;1^ pf ^ kin^ Fbicb could ^lardly be s»i(ii 

¥9 
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to indicate his rank witb certainty, : ^ it 
was such as yOung gentlemen sometimes 
wore while on active exercise in the mom* 
ing, afid whtcb» therefore, was imitated by 
those of the inferior ranks, as young clerks 
and tradesmen, because its cheapness ran- 
dered it attainable, while it approached 
more nearly to the apparel of youths of 
fashion than any other which the manners 
of the times permitted them to wear. If 

r 

his air and manner could be trusted, how- 
ever, this person seemed rather to be dress^ 
ed under than above his rank ; for his car-^ 
riage was bold and somewhat supercilious^ 
his step easy and free, his manner daring 
and unconstrained. His stature was of the 
middle size, or rather above it, his Hmbs 
well-proportioned^ yet not so strong as to 
infer the reproach of clumsiness. His fea- 
tures were uncommonly handsome, and all 
about him would have been intererting and 
prepossessing, but for that indescriba^e 
expression which habitual dissipation gives 
to the countenance, joined with a certain 
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audacity in voice and manneri of that kind 
which ifl often asBumed as a mask for con* 
fusion and apptehension. 

Butler and the stranger met-— surveyed 
each odier— -when» as the latter; slightly 
touching, his haty was about to pass by him» 
Butler, while he returned the salutation, 
observc!d». ^< A fine morning, sir — You are 
on the hill, e^ ly." 

** I have business: here/' said the young 
man, in a tone meant to repress furtl^er en^ 
ijuiiy. 

<^ I do not doubt it, sir,'' said Butler 
<< I trust you will forgive my hoping that 
it is of a lawful kind f 
. " Sir,!' said the other, with marked sur- 
prise, '< I never forgive impertinence, nor 
can I conceive what title you have to hope 
any thing about what no way concerns 
you." 

<< I am a soldier,, sir,? said Butler, *^ and 
have a . pharge to arrest evil-doers in the 
naoie pf.my Masten" . 
. ^< A soldier?" said the young man, step^ 



ping hikck, aftd fi«ree)y taking liii hsM ^ 
his 8wbtd-^« AaiMittt ftnd ari%st niefDiih 
you reckon what fOM Kfb "waii 1<Wrth be» 

4 

fore you took the cOmrttlsston upcm yoa ?* 
** You iiMstiakfe fhe, sir," T»id Butler 
gravely ; " li6ilht?r iny W&pHirbtior itty w»u 
raiit are df this HWrfld— I i«n -ft preacher rf 
*tlie gospel, gfnd haHrfe p6*fer, in DDy MaMer^ 
name, to command the peiaeeupon eaMih 
and gbdd 'will towards iMti, iKrhich ^as pro« 
claitted iMith fhe fetoSpri.** 

•* A minister !** said the stranger,* cat6«- 
)ess]y, and Vvi^h ain expre^ion Upprtoachiog 
to scorn* ^* I kriOW fhe getittemen of yout 
cloth in Scotland claim ii strange right of 
iiitfei^mediefBng \^ith. mart's private affiiirs* 
Biit I have bcfen abroad, and^knoV bettM 
than to b6 jiriest-ridden.** 
' " Shi if it be true that any of my cloth, 
or, it might be more decently said, of ttdjF 
callirig, ititei^fere wifh^'men^s pthMe riflWrs, 
for thiegl>^fieiltion either of idle ^ufidsity^, 
or for worse motives, you caimtot have 
learned a 'b(etf«r1^«n^^r6adHhttQ tocOn^ 
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tenm sudh praotioea But, mmy Maste^li 
w(Mrk, I am called to be busy in season and 
ciQt of season, and, oonsoiotifi as I aia of a 
pure motive it were better for me to incur 
yotir co pt qp pt for qjeaking, than the cor« 
rection of my own conscience for being sU 

*^ in the name €i the devil," said the 
young man impatiently, ** say what you 
have t0 say, then f though whom yxm take 
me for, or wiat eaxtfaly ooixcem you can 
have with ^me, a stranger to you, or with, 
my actions and motive;, of which you can 
know nothing, I caanot conjiectare for an 
imtant»'' 

*^ You are about,'' said Butler, ^* to vio» 
late 'one of your country's wisest law8i-*you 
are about, whidi is much .more dreadful,, 
to violate a lawir which God himself haa 
imidantefl within our nature, and written, 
as it were, in the tadble of cm hearits, to 
which every^thr&kof our nerves is respon* 



we.'* 



«< And wbat IS the law you speak of^^ 
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easd the strangery in a hdlow aiid some- 
what disturbed accent. 

<< Thou sbalt do no MUBDBfif'* said Bat- 
Jer, with a deep and solemn voice. 

The young man visibly started, ud look- 
ed concdderably appalled. Butler perceived 
he had made a favourable impressicm^ and 
resolved to follow it up. ^< Think,'*' he 
said, << young man,** laying his band kind» 
ly upon the stranger's shoulder, ^ what an 
awful alternative yoii voluntarily chuse for 
yourself, to kill or be killed* Think what 
it is, to rush uncalled into the presence of 
an offended Deity, your heart fermenting 
with evil passions, your hand hot (torn the 
steel^you had been urging^ with your best 
skill and malice, against the breast . of a 
fellow^creature. Or, suppose yourself the 
scarce less wretched survivor, with the guilt 
of Cain, the first murderer, in your hearty 
withhis stampupon your brow — ^fiiatstan^ 
"^ which struck all who gazed on him with 
unutterable horror, and by which the mur- 
derer is made manifest to> all. who look 
upon him. Think«— — " 



J 
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The Stranger gradttelljr withdrew himself 
from under the band of his monitor ; and^ 
piilling his hat over liis browst thus inter- 
rupted him. ^ Your meaning, sir, I dare 
say, is excellent, but you jBire throwing your 
advice away. I am not in this pbce withi 
vident intentions agaimt any one. I may 
be bad enough— *you priests say all men are 
so— but I am here for the purpose <^ saving 
life, not of taking it away^ If you wish to 
spend your time rather in doing a good ao 
tioii than in talking aboufc you kno^ not 
what, I wilt give you an opportunity. Do 
you see yonder crag to the right, over which 
Spears the chimney of a lone house ? Go 
thither j enquire for one Jeanie De^is, the 
daughter of the goodman^ let her know 
that he she wots of remained here frcHn 
day-break till this hour, expecting to- see 
her^ and that he can abide no longer. TeU 
her, she must mctt me at the Hunter^ 
Bog to-night, as the moon rises, behind St 
Anthony's Hill^ or that she will make a de^ 
perate man of meJ' 



'^'''^^^^t^mm 
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fSfifge^gly ftod mpyt, may l^ftsan^y a>4Vi^ 
xt»d7" 

he w<& oeithejr w)9«pr i^cxriaQr^^spipg^ipi^r 
^ tbftB ihpse ;«^'bi»; iige AAd i^cufif^g ^idb. 
3RKh(nn,.t0 4isheH9v<$ ^vkf^ii^f^ 9r:9{^(r.e^ 
«wais hiM »n wadm^h pspof qf t^eUii, 
The HCARger ;\iF«ftt ,pn wjittktwt jQ^)9C)r\9|ig. 

ihis «iiiQti<Mi. •'^ Xw, ijftU m» Apftfewb- 

at Aplwisy^m ftpquAuited wit)i the iq>ger 
and I<»ver ciisles of ^|i^t$i9i denqxa^tio^ 
-te-eaJl lae by, ysoi? «bllll »Qt &jd.an !«ij^pe^- 
^J^itioQ more o^ioHs-jto JliifKt ^ib J>fi«f» »>»- 
44uui is mine cpin." : 

jPu» «eQ<«a)«e 9^. 9j^k;eB with i|)e l^t- 

ef visage absohitelv deixMra^Al. SuUcXf 
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thdugh a stoUt-hdairted fnan, was overawi^d ; 
for intensity of mental distress has in it i 
sort of sublimity which repels and over^ 
awes a)l men, bat especially those of kind 
and sympathetic diapositions^ The strangef 
tomed abruf^tly from BnUfer as be spoke,' 
but instantly returned, and, coming up to 
him closely and boldly, said, in a fierce de^ 
termiQed tone, << I have told you who and 
what iaia^-who, and what are you i What 
is your name f* 

^< Butler,*^ answered the person to whom 
this abrupt question was addressed, surpri^ 
aed into answering it by the sudden and 
fierce manner of the querist — '< Reuben 
Butler, a preacher of the gospel.** 

At this answer the stranger again plucked 
more deep over his brows the hat which he 
had thrown back in his former agitation, 
«« Butler !• he repeated, — the assistant of 
the schoolmaster at Libberton ?* 

•« The same,** answered Butler conftpo- 
sedly. 
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; The stranger covered his face with his 
hand, as if on sadden reflection, and then 
turned away, but stopped when he had 
walked a few paces ^ md seeiogtButler fd- 
low him with bis eyes, called out in a stem 
yet suppressed tone, jjost as if he had exact- 
ly calcujjited that his accents should not be 
heard a yard beyond the spot on which But- 
ler stood. <^ Go your way, and do mine er« 
land. Do not look after me. I wiU neither 
descend through the bowels of these rocks, 
aor vanish in a flash of fire ; and yet the 
eye that seeks to trace my motions shall 
have reason to curse it was ever shrouded 
by eye^lid or eye-lash. Begone^ and look 
not behind you. Tell Jeanie Deans, that 
when the moon rises I shall expect to meet 
her at Nicol Muschat's Cairn^ bene^h Saint 
Anthony's Chapel." 

As he uttered these words,, he turned and 
took the ro^d against the hill, with a haste 
that seemed as peremptory as his tone of 
authority. 



J 
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Dreading he knew not what of adttitional 
misery to a lot which seemed little capable 
of receiving augmentatioui and desperate at 
the idea that any living man should dare to 
send so extraordinary a request, couched 
in terms so peremptory, to the half-betroth- 
ed object of his early and only affection, 
Bittler strode hastily toward the cottage, ii> 
or^r to ascertain how far this daring and 
rude gallant was actually entitled to press 
on Jdanie Deans a request which no pru^ 
dent, and scarce any modest young woman 
was likely to comply with. 

Butler was by nature neither jealous nor 
superstitious J yet the feelings which lead 
to those moods of the mind were rooted in 
hid heart, as a portion derived from the com- 
nbon stock of humanity. It was maddening 
to think that a profligate gallant, such as the 
manner and tone of the stranger evinced 
him to be, should have it in his power to 
command forth his future bride and plight* 
ed true love^ at a place so improper, and an 
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bour sd: WMeaMKQaiUc. Y«t tl«e to^e ia 
whieh th?: 9tlrai)gf3r spoke had aott^k^ oC 
the soft half-bre^i^d voioe pioper to tW 
seducer who soUcits an ass^i^tioii ; it was 
bold» fierce^ and iooperativef ami hadiess of 
love in it than &£ i^etaace and ioti9iidi4«9n» 
The suggestions <^ superstition seeoied 
more plausible^ had Butler's mind been verj; 
accessible to them. ** Was this indeed the« 
Roaring lion, whd goetb about seekh^ 
whom he may dev<»if ?" Tim wi^ a ^es-^ 
tion which pressed ils^f on Butler's mwd 
with an earnestness that cannot be coneeiv 
ved by those who live in* the present dityw 
The fiery eye» the abrtipt demeanoWf . tbA 
oecastonaHy harsh; yet sttidiou9ly> subdSiM^ 
tone of yoidb» — ^tbe features^ ^vi^iQae p6i^e«<i 
beauty was now clouded with pridet now 
disturbed by 8Uspi<:^<H)» iQow inflamed with 
passion^— those dark ha;Bel eyes which h^ 
sometimes shaded 9!^ hi9 cap» asif he^iimre 
averse to have them se^ wU^ tb^ were 
occupied with keenly obsf rvitg thfiOQllPni^ 
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%nd bearing' bfotfaers-Hliose eyes that were 
mom turbid with meianoboly, now gleamitig 
with scorn, and now isiparkling with furj 
•--^as it the passions of a mere mortal tbey 
<»pressed, or tlhie emotions of a fiend, who 
^eeksi and seeks in vain, to corneal bis 
^endish designs under the borrowed mvb 
•of manly beauty f The wiiole partook 
•€yf the mien, language^ «nd port ^ the 
jircbangel ; and> impeiActly as we bare 
heen able to describe it, the «fiect of the 
•interview upon Butler's nervcp, shaken as 
itbey were at the time by the horrors of the 
i|n'ecediDg 'night, were greater than bis un- 
^fstanding warranted, or bis pride cared 
tto submit to. The very, place where he 
4iad met this singular person was deseora* 
'4;ed, as ittwere^ and unhallowed^-owing to 
'.many violmit deaths, both in duels amd by 
suicide, which had in former^ times taken 
place there I and the place which he had 
ruamed as a tende^vous at so late ap hour, 
was< held in general^ to be accumed, from a 
irightfuland oi(ael murder which had been 
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tb«e comflditted by the wretch frdm whom 
the place took its namcy upon Uie person of 
his own wife. It was in such places, accord- 
ing to llie belief of that period (when the 
laws against witchcraft w»e still in firesh 
observance, and had even lately been acted 
upon), that evil qiirits had power to make 
themsdves visible to human eyes, and toprac« 
tise upon the feelings and senses of mankind. 
Suspicions, founded on such circumstances^ 
rushed on Butler's mind^ unprepared as it 
was, by any previous course of reasomng, to 
^eny that which all of his time, country, 
and profession, believed ; but common 
sense rejected these vain ideas as inconsist- 
ent, if not with possibility, at least with the 
general rules by which the universe is go- 
verned,*— a deviation from which, as Butler 
welil argued with himself, ought not to be 
admitted as probable upon iany but the plain^ 
est and moit incontrovertible evidence. An 
earthly lover, however, or a young man, 
who, from whatever cause, had the right 

of exercising such summary and unceremo* 

9 
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nious authority over the object of his long« 
settled, and apparently sincerely returned 
affection, was an olgect scarce less appaU 
ling to his mind, than those which supersti- 
tion suggested. 

His limbs exhausted with fatigue, his 
mind harassed with anxiety, and with pain* 
ful doubts and reccdlections, Butler drag« 
ged himself up the ascent from the valley 
to Saint Leonard's Crags, and presented 
hinaself at the door of Deans's habitation, 
with feelings much akin to the miserable 
reflections and fears of its inhabitants. 



as8 . tj^ufmHy 



CHAPTER XL 

Then «he^rtietcbed jout her Jily hand» 

And for to do her best ; 
*• Hae beck thy faith and troth. WiUie, 
- God gi'e thy soul good rest."- 

" Come in," ai^wered the low mi sweet- 
toned voice he loved best to hear, as But- 
ler tapped at the door of the cottage. He 
lifled the latch, and found himself under 
the roof of affliction. Jeanie was unable 
to trust herself with more than one glance 
toward her lover, whom she now met un- 
der circumstances so agonizing to her feel- 
ings, and at the same time so humbling to 
her honest pride. It is well known, that 
much, both of what is good and bad in the 
Scottish national character, arises out of the 
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intiflQacy of their family connections* ** To 
be come of honest folk/' that is, of people 
who have borne a fair and unstained charac* 
ter, is an advantage as highly prized amongst 
the lower Scotch, as the emphatic coantef« 
part, *• to he of a good family," is valued 
among their gentry. The worth and respect- 
ability of one member of a peasant's fami« 
]y is always accounted by themselves and 
others, not only a matter of honest pride, 
but a guarantee for the good conduct of the 
whole. On the contrary, such a melan- 
choly stain as was now flung on one of the 
children of Deans, extended its disgrace to 
all connected with him, and Jeanie felt her- 
self lowered at once, in her. own eyes, and 
m those of her lover. It was in vain that 
she repressed this feeling, as far subordi- 
nate and too selfish to be mingled with her 
sorrow for her sister's calamity. Nature ^ 
prevailed j and while she shed tears for her 
sister's distress and danger, there mingled 
with them bitter drops of grief for her own 
degradation. 

VOL. r. K 
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As Butler entered, the old man was seat- 
ed by the fire with his welUwom pocket 
Bible in his hands, the companion of the 
wanderings and dangers of his youth, and 
bequeathed to him on the scafibld by one 
of those, who, in the year 1686, sealed their 
enthusiastic principles with their blood* 
The sun sent its rays through a small win* 
dow at the old m»i*s back, and, <' shining 
motty through the reek," to use the exfMres- 
sion of a tiard of that time and country, il- 
lumined the grey hairs of the old itian^ 
and the sacred page which he studied. Hia 
features, far from handsome^ and rather 
harsh and severe, from their expression of 
habitual gravity and contempt for earthly 
things, had an expression of stoical digni^ 
amidst their sternness. He boasted, in no 
small degree, the attributes which Southey 
ascribes to the ancient Scandinavians, whom 
he terms *< firm to resolve, and stubborn to 
endure.'' The whole formed a picture, of 
which the lights mi^it have been given by 
Rembrandt, but the outline would have 
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quired, tiie force and vigour of. Michael 
Angelo. 

Deans lifted his eye as Butler entered; 
afldinetantly. withdrew it, as from an object : 
which gave him at once surprise and sud«> 
den pain. He had assumed such high 
ground with this carnal- witted scholar, as 
he bad in his pride termed Butler, that to 
meet him of all meot under feelings of hu- 
miliation, aggravated his misfortune, and 
was a consummation like that of the dying 
chidT in jlie old ballad*— << Earl Percy sees 
my fall.*^ 

Deans rMsed the Bible with his left hand, 
so as partly to screen his face, and putting 
back his right as £ir as be could, held it 
towards Butler in that position, at the same. 
tim^ tuning his body from him, as if to 
prevent his seeing the wcxrking of his coun- 
tenance. Butli^ clasped the extended hand 
which had supported his orphan infancy, 
wept. over it, and in vain endeavoured to 
say more than the words,'~<< God comfort 
you^God comfort you i" 
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*^ He will*— he doth, my friend," said 
Deans, assuming firmness as he discovered 
the agitation of his guest j ^^ he doth now, 
and he will yet more, in his own gude time. 
I have been ower proud of my sufierings in 
a gude cause, Reuben, and now I am to be 
tried with those whitk will turn my pride and 
glory into a reproach and a hissing. How 
muckle better I hae thought mysell than 
them that lay safl, fed sweet, and drank 
deep, when I was in the moss-haggs and 
moors, wi' precious Donald Cameron, and 
worthy Mr Blackadder, called Guess-again ; 
and how proud I was o^ bdng made a spec- 
tacle to men and angels, having stood on 
their pillory at the Canongate afore I was 
fifteen yeans old, for the cause of a national 
covenant. To think, Reuben, that I, wha 
hae been sae honoured and exalted in my 
youth, nay, when I was bat a hafflins caL- 
lant, and that hae borne tei^imony again 
the defections o* the times yearly, monthly, 
daily, hourly, minutely, striving and testify- 
ing with uplifted haiid and voice, crying 
aloud, and egparing not, against all great 
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oational siiare»y as the nation-wasting and 
church-sinking aboroination of union^ tole- 
ration, and patrons^e, imposed by the last 
woman of that unhappy race of Stuarts ; 
also against the infringements and inva- 
sions of the just powers of eldership, where- 
anent I uttered my paper, called a ' Cry of 
an Howl in the Desart,' printed at the Bow- 
head, and sold by all flying stationers in 
town and country— and nofuf^ 

Here lie paused. It may well be suppo- 
sed that Butler, though not absolutely coin- 
ciding in all the good old man's ideas about 
church government, had too much cona- 
deration and humanity to interrupt him, 
while he reckoned up with conscious pride 
bis sufferings, and the constancy of his tes- 
timony. On the contrary, wh^ he paused 
under the influence of the bitter recollec- 
tions of the moment, Butler instantly threw 
in his mite of encouragement. 

" You have been well Icnown, my old 
and revered friend, a true and tried fol- 
lower of the Cross ^ one who, as Saint Jt- 
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rome hath it, * per infammm et banamyh* 
mam grassari ad tmm&rtaliiatemy which 
may be freely reodered, * who rusheth on to 
immortal life, through bad report and good 
report.' You have been one of those to 
whom the tender and fearful souls cry du- 
ring the midnight solitude, — * Watchman, 
what of the night? — Watchman, what of 
the night?* — And, assuredly, this heavy 
dispensation, as it comes not without Di- 
vine permission, so it comes not without 
its special commission and use.**^ 

" I do receive it as such,* said poor* 
Deans, returning the grasp of Butler^s 
handj ^} and, if I have not been taught to 
read the Scripture in any other tongue but 
my native Scottish, (even in his distress 
Butler's Latin quotation had not escaped 
his notice,) 1 have, nevertheless, so team- 
ed them, that I trust to bear even t|iis 
crook in my lot with submission. But O, 
Reuben Butler, the kirk, of whilk, though 
unworthy, I have yet been thought a po- 
iished shaft, and meet to be a pillar, hold- 
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ing, from my youth upward, the place of 
ruling elder— -what will the lightsome and 
profane think of the guide that cannot 
keep his^own ftmily from Mumbling ? How 
will they take up their song 'and their re- 
proach, when they see that the children of 
professors are liable to as foul back-sliding, 
as the offspring of Belial ! But I will bear 
my cross with the comfort, that whatever 
shewed like goodness in me or mine, waa 
but like the light that shines frae creeping 
insects, on the brae*side, in a dark night- 
it ky thes bright to the ee, because all is dark 
around it ; but when the morn comes on the 
mountains, it is but a puir.* crawling kail- 
worm afler a'. And sae it shows, wi' ony 
rag of human righteousness, or formal law* 
work, that we may pit round us to cover 
pur shame«'' 

As he pronounced these words, the door 
again opened, and Mr Bartholine Saddle- 
tree entered, his three*pointed hat set far 
back on his head, with a silk handkerchief 
beneath it, to keep it in that cool position, 
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his gold-headed cane in his hand^ and his 
ivhole deportmeiit that of a wea^hy bmrgfa^ 
er, who might one day look to have a share 
in the magistracy, if not actually to hold 
the corale chair itself* 

Rochefiiucaulty who has torn the veil 
from so many foul gangrenes of the ba« 
man heart, says, we find something not 
altogether unpleasant to us in the mis*^ 
fortunes of our best friends. Mr Saddle* 
tree would have been veiy angry had 
any one told him that he felt pleasure 
in the disaster of poor Effie Deans, and 
the disgrace of her family ; and yet there 
is great question whether the gratifica* 
tion of playing the person of importance, 
inquiring, investigating, and laying down 
the law on the whole affiur, did not oflfer, 
to say the least, full consolation for the pain 
which pure sympathy gave him on account 
of his wife's kinswoman. He had now got 
a piece of real judicial business by the end, 
instead of being obliged, as was his common 
case, to intrude his opinion where it was nei- 
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ther wished nor wanted i and felt as happy in 
the exchange as a boy when he gets his first 
new watch, which actually goes when wound 
up, and has real hands and a true dial- pi ate. 
But besides this subject for legal disquisition, 
Bartholine'sbrainswerealso overloaded with 
the aflair of Porteous^ his violent death, and 
all its probable consequences to the city and 
community. It was what the French call 
temharras des riehesseSf the confusion ari- 
sing from too much men^l wealth. He 
walked in with a consciousness of double 
importance, full fraught with the superiority 
of one who possesses more information than 
the company into which he enters, and who 
feels a right to discharge his learning on 
them without mercy. ^* Good morning,^ Mr 
Deans, — good- morrow to you,. Mr Butler, 
-—I was not awsure that you was acqi^ainted 
with Mr Deans." 

Butler made some slight answer ; his rea- 
sons may be readily imagined for not ma- 
king his connection with tHe family, which, 
in his eye8y had something of tender myste- 

N a 
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ry, a frequent subject of conversation with 
indifferent persons^ such as Saddletree. 

TTie worthy burgher, in the plenitude of 
self-importance, now sate down upon a 
chair, wiped his brow, collected his breath, 
and made the first experiment of the resol- 
ved pith of his lungs, in a deep and digni- 
fied sigh, resemblmg a groan in sound and 
intonation — ^* Awfu' times these, neighbour 
Deans, awfu' times.^ 

«< Sinfu^ shamefu% heaven-daring times,** 
answered Deans, in a lower and more sub- 
dued tone. 

" For my part," . continued Saddletree, 
sweUing with importance, ** what between 
the distress of my friends, and my poor 
auld countiy, ony wit that ever I had n^jir 
be said to have abandoned nie, sae that I 
sometimes think myself as ignorant as if I 
were inter rusticos. Here when I arise in 
the morning, wi' my mind just arranged 
touching what's to be done in pnir Effie^s 
misfortune, and hae gotten the hale statute 
at my finget-ends^ the nufb maun get up 
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and string Jock Porteous to a dyester^s^ 
beam, and ding a' thing out of my head 
again." 

Deeply as he was distressed with his own 
domestic calamity^ Deans could not help 
expressing some interest in the news. Sad- 
dletree iinmediately entered on details of 
the insurrection and its consequences, 
while Butler took the occasion to seek 
some private conversation with Jeanie 
Deans. She gave him the opportunity he 
sought, by leaving the room, as if in prose- 
cution of some part of her morning labour* 
Butler followed her in a few minutes, lea- 
ving Deans so closely engaged by his busy 
visitor, that there was little chance of his 
observing their absence. 

The scene of their interview was an outer 
apartment, where Jeanie was used to busy 
herself in arranging the productions of her 
dairy. When Butler found an opportunity 
of stealing after her into this place, be 
found her silent, dejected, and ready to 
burst into tears* Instead of the active in^ 
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dustry with which she bad been accustdlxkr 
ed, even while in the act of i^eaking^ to' 
employ her hands in some useful branch of 
bouiiebold bu6inessi» she was seated listless 
in a ctxTQcr, inking apparently under tl^ 
we^t of her own thoughts. Yet the in«^ 
stant he entered^ she dried her eyes^ and,^ 
with the simplicity and opCK^nesa of her 
character, immediately efttered On the con^^ 
versation. 

*' I am glad yon have come in, Mr Bi^ 
ler,** €katd she> *' for~for— for 1 wished to 
tell ye^ that aU maun be ended between 
yo|f and me— its best for baUh our sakes^'^ 

«< £dded !" said Butier, in sorfMise ; *< and 
for what ^Kwld it be ended ?*-«I grant this 
is a heavy dispensation^ but it Hes neilbei 
at ycMir door nor fiiiBe«-»it'aai^ evil of God's 
sending, «[id it maun be bor ne ^ but it canna 
break plighted tfoth^ Jewne^ while they 
that plighted their word wfsAi to keep it." 

<< But^ Reuben,'' said the young woi- 
man, looking* at him aflfecttovatety^ '< I kea 
weel that ye think mair of me thsii your* 
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self; and, Reuben> I can oaly in requital 
think mair of your weal than of my ain* 
Ye are a man of spotless name, bred to 
God's ministryi and a' men say that ye will 
some day* rise high in the kirk, though po- 
verty keep ye down e'en now* Poverty is 
a bad back-friend^ Reuben, and that ye 
ken ower weel ; but ill fame is a waur aoe, 
and that is a truth ye sail never leara 
through my means." « 

** What do ye mean ?" said Butler, eager^ 
ly and impatiently j ^^ or haw do you con* 
nect your sister's guilt, if guilt there be, 
which, I trust id God, may yet be dis- 
proved, wilh our engagement? — ^how can 
that aflfect you or me ?" 

^* How can you ask me that, Mr Butler ? 
Will this stwin, d'ye think, ever be forgo&i 
tea as lang as our heads ace abone the 
grun4 ? Will it not stick to us, and to our 
bairnsi and to their very bairna' bsktis ? To 
hae been the child ol an hcmest man, might 
hae been saying something for me ftad 
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mine; but tobe the sister of a O, 

God !"— With this exclamation her resolu- 
tion fioledy and she burst into a passionate 
fit of tears. 

Th^ lover used every eflfort to induce 
her to compose hersdi^ and at length suc- 
ceeded ; but she only resumed her compo^ 
sure to express herself with the same posi« 
tiveness as before. '^.No, Reuben, I*U bring 
disgrace hame to nae man^s hearth ; my ain 
distresses I can bear, and I maun bear, but 
there is nae occasion for budding them on 
other folks' shouthers. I will bear my load 
alone— the bade is made for the burthen." 

A lover is by charter wayward and sus- 
pidous ; and Jeanie^s readiness to renounce 
their engagement, under pretence of zeal 
for his peade of mind and respectability of 
character, seemed to poor Butler to fwm a 
portentous combination with the commis- 
sion of the stranger he had met with that 
morning. His voice faultered as he asked, 
«< Whether nothing but a sense of her sis- 
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ter's present distress occasioned her to talk 

in that manner .^ 

^ And what else can do sae ?* she replied 

mth simplicity. ** Is it not ten long years 

since we spoke together in this way ?" 

« Ten years ?" said Butler. " It is a long 
time—^iufficient perhs^s for a woman to 
weary'*— 

^* To weary of her auld gown/^ said Jeanie^ 
^ and to wish for a new ane» if she likes to 
be bravCy but not long enough to weary of 
a friend — The eye may wish change, but 
the heart never.** 

** Never ?^ said Reuben»«^<< that is a bold 
promise.** 

** But not more bauld than true^** said 
Je&nie, with the same quiet simplicity which 
attended her manner in joy and griefy in 
ordinary affiurs, and in those which most in- 
terested her feelings, 

Butler paused, and, looking at her fixed- 
ly_<c I am charged,'* he said, "with a mes* 
^e to yoU| Jeame.** 
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'^'Indeed! Fram whom? Or wli^ caa 
ony ane have to say to me ?' 

** It is fiom a strainer/' said Btitltf, af- 
fecting ta speak with an indifitrence which 
his voice belied—" A young man whom I 
met tliis morning in the Park/' 

**^ My God !" said Jeanie eagerly } << aad 
what did he say ?" 

^* That he could not see you at the hour 
he proposed, bat required you should meeff 
him alone at Muschalfs Cairn this nt^t, sa 
soon as the moon rises." 

« Tell him;* said Jeanie hastily, « I shall 



come." 



<< May I asky" said Butler, his saspknons 
incf easing at the ready alacrity of the an- 
swer, " who this man is to whom yoti »e 
so willing to give the meeting at a place 
and hour so uncommon ?" 

<^ Folk maun do muckk they have litite 
will to dd, m this world," relied Jeame. 

*< Granted," said her lover} ^^ but what 
compels you to this ?-^who is Uus pearsea ? 

4 
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What I saw of him was not very favourable 
— whOj or what is he ?'* 

^ I do not know," replied*Jeanie eompoh 
sedly. ' 

" You do not know,"' said Butler, step* 
ping impatiently through the apartment-— 
** You purpose to meet a young man whom 
you do not know, at such a time, and in a 
place so lonely— you say you are compel- 
led to do this— and yet you say you do not 
know the per Sofi who exercises such an in* 
fluence over you !<— -Jeanie, what am I to 
think of this T' 

^ Think only, Reuben, that I speak 
truth, as if I were to answer at the last 
jday.— I do not ken this man — I do not 
even ken that I ever saw him, and yet I 
must give him the meeting be asks— there's 
life and death upon it" 

«* Will you not tell your father, or take 
him with you ?" said Butler. 

" I canmrt," said Jeanie } ** I have no 
permission*" 
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«« Will you let me go with you ? I will 
wait in the Park till nightfall^ and join you 
when you set out'' 

<< It is impossible^" said Jeanie ; ^< there 
niaunnai>e mortal creature within hearing 
of our conference.'' 

^< Have you considered well the nature 
of what you are going to do ?— the time — 
the place--an unknown and suspicious cha- 
racter ?— Why, if he had asked to see you 
in this house, your father sitting in the next 
room, and within calU at such an hour, you 
should have refused to see him," 

^< My weird maun be fulfilled, Mr Butler ; 
my life and my safety are in God's hands, 
but I'll not spare to, risk either of them on 
the errand I am gaun to do«" 

<< Then, Jeanie," said Butler, much dis* 
pleased, «' we must indeed break short off, 
and bid farewelL When there can be no 
confidence betwixt a man and his plighted 
wife on such a momentous topic, it is a 
sign that she has no longer the regard for 
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him that* makes their engagement safe and 
suitable/' 

Jeanie looked at him and sighed. << I 
thought,** she said» ** that I had brought 
myself to bear this parting— but— but— I 
did not ken that we were to part in un- 
kindness. But I am a woman and you are 
a man^— it may be different wi' you— if your 
mind is made easier by thinking sae hardly 
of me, I would not ask you to think other- 
wise.'' 

«« You are," said Butler, ** what you have 
always been— wiser, better, and less sel&h 
in your native feelings, than I can be, with 
all the helps philosophy can give to a Chris- 
tian.— But why — ^why will you persevere in 
an undertaking so desperate? Why will 
you not let me be your assistant— your 
protector, or at least your adviser ?** 

<< Just because I cannot, and I dare 
not," answered Jeanie.—^* But hark, what^! 
that ? Surely my father is no wed ¥* 

In fact, the voices in the next room be- 
ct^me obstreperously loud of a sudden, the 
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ciuisis of ^ifhich Fociferation it is necessary 
to explain before we go farther. 

When Jeanie and Butler retired, Mr 
Saddletree entered upon the business which 
chie&y interested the faoiiiy. In the com- 
mencement of their conversation he foundt 
eld Deans, who» in his usual state of mind, 
was no granter of propositions, so m\kp\k 
subdued by a deep sense of his daughterly 
danger and disgrace^ that he heard without 
replying to, or perhaps without understand'^ 
ing, one or two learned disquisitions* on 
the nature of the crime imputed to her 
charge, and on the steps which ought to 
be taken in consequence. His only an- 
swer at each pause was^ ** I am no mis- 
doubting that ye wuss us weel~-your wife's 
our tar awa' cou»n.'' 

Encooraged by these symptoms of ac« 
quiescence. Saddletree, who, aaan amateur 
of the law, had a supreme deference for all 
constituted authorities, again recurred to his 
Other topic of interest, the murder, namely, of 
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Porteous, and pronounced a severe censure 
on the parties concerned. 

*« These are kittle times— kittle times, 
Mr Deans, when the people take the power 
of life and death out of the hands of the 
rightful magistrate into their ain rough 
grip. I am of opinion, and so I believe 
will Mr Crossmyloof and the Privy4!!3oun- 
cil, that this rising in efFeir of war, to take 
away the life of a reprieved man, will prove 
little better than perduellion." 

" If I hadna that on my mind that's 31 
to bear, Mr Saddletree,^' said Deans, " I 
wad make bold to dispute that point wi* 
you.*' 

" How could ye dispute what's plain 
law, man ?** said Saddletree, somewhat con- 
temptuously ; •* there's no a caliant that 
c*er carried a pock wi' a process inH, but 
will tell you that perduellion is the warst 
and maist virulent kind of treason, being 
an open convocating of the king's lieges 
i^ainst his authority, (mair especially in 
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armsy and by touk of drum, to baith whilk 
aceessoriea my ee n and lugs bore vitnessi) 
and muckle warse than lese-msgestyy or the 
concealment of a treasonable purpose— It 
winna bear a dispute, neighbour/' 

^ But it will though,'' retorted douce 
Davie Deans ^ << I tell ye it will bear a dis- 
pute—I never like your cauld, legal, for- 
mal doctrines, neighbour Saddletree. I 
baud unco little by the Parliament-house, 
since the awfu' downfitU of the hopes of 
honest folk that followed the Revolution." 

^ But what wad ye hae had, Mr Deans ?" 
said Saddletree impatiently} <* did na ye get 
baith liberty and conscience ipade &st, and 
settled by tailzie on you and yofir heirs for 
ever?' 

^ Mr Saddletree,** retorted Deans, '' I 
ken ye are one of those that are wise after 
the manner of tibis world, and that ye baud 
your part, and cast in your porticm wi* the 
lang-heads and lang-gowns, and keep with 
the smart wittypated lawyers of thiiour land 

5 
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-^Weaiy on the dark and dolefu' cast that 
they hae gi'en thi& unhappy kingdom, when 
their black hands of defection was dasped in 
the red hands of our sworn murtherers: when 
those who had numbered the towel's of our 
Zion. and marked the bulwarks of our re» 
formation, saw their hope turn into a snares 
and their rejoicing into weeping/' 

<< I canna understand this, neighbour,'^ 
answered Saddletree. ^< I am an honest 
presbyterian of the Kirk of Scotland, and 
stand by her and the General Assembly^ 
and the due administration of justice by 
the fifteen Lords o' Session and the five 
Lords o* Justiciary.** 

«« Out upon ye, Mr Saddletree i" exf 
claimed David, who, in an opportunity ^ 
giving his testimony on the offences an$ 
backslidings of the land, forgot for a mf* 
meat his own domestic calamity—^* o|kt 
upon your General Assembly, and thebaic 
of my hand to yotir Cotirt o' Session!!^ 
What is the tane but a waeiu' bunch lo' 
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^cftuldiife professors andmiDisters, that sate 
biefi and warm when the persecuted rem- 
nant were warstling wi* hunger, and cauld^ 
and fear of death, and danger of fire and 
sword, upon wet. brae-sides, peat-haggs» 
and fiow-mosses, and that now creep out 
ef their holesi like blue-bottiies in 'a blink 
of sunshine, to take the pu'pits and places 
of better folk — of them that witnessed, and 
testified, and fbughti and endured pit, pri- 
son-house, and transportati(Hi beyond seas 
^^A bonny bike there's o* them !— And for 

your Court o* Session'' 

*• Ye may say what ye will o' the Gene-^ 
fal Assembly,'' said Saddletree, interrupt* 
ing him, ^ and let them clear them that 
^ens them ; but as for the Lords o' Session, 
ft>rbye that they are my next door neigh- 
bours, 1 would have ye ken, for your ain re- 
g\i]ation, that to raise scandal anent them, 
whilk is termed, to mummr again them, is 
a crime mi generis^-'-^sui generis^ Mr Deans 
~ken ye what that amounts to ?** 
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« I ken little o' the language of antK 
Christ," said Deans j «• and I care less than 
little what carnal courts may call the 
speeches of honest men. And as to mur- 
mur again them, it's what a' the folk that 
losses their pleas, and nine-tenths o' them 
that win them, will be gay sure to be guilty 
in. Sae I wad hae ye ken that I haud a' 
your gleg-tongued advocates, that sell their 
knowledge for pieces of silver, and your 
worldly-wise judges, that will gi'e three 
days of hearing in presence to a debate 
about the peeUng of an ingan, and no ae 
half-hour to the gospel testimony, as legal- 
ists and formalists, countenancing, by sen- 
tCHces, and quirks, and canning terms of 
law, the late begun courses of national de. 
fections— union, toleration, patronages, and 
Yerastian prelatic oaths. As for the soul and 

body-killing Court o' Justiciary" - 

The habit of considering his life as de- 
dicated to bear testimony in behalf of what 
be deemed the suffering and deserted cause 

vol/, I. A 
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of true religimit had swept honest David 
akmg with it thus far i but with the men- 
lloD of the crimiiial court, the recollectioa 
c£ the disastrous cmiditioo of his daughter 
rudied at opce on his mind ; he stqiped 
abort in the^nidst of his triumphant decla« 
nation, pressed his hands against his fan* 
head, ind remained silent. 

Saddletree was somewhat moved, but 
ai^rently not so much so as to induce him 
to relinquish the privil^e of prosing in his 
tern, affoided him by David's sudden si- 
Imce* *< Nae doubt, neighbour,*' he said^ 
i* it's a sair thing to hae to do wi' courts of 
law, unless it be to improve ane*s know* 
ledge and practique, by waiting on as a 
hearer ; and toudiing this unhappy affiur 
of' Effie— ye'U hae seen the dittay doubt- 
less?" He dragged out of his pocket a 
bundle of papers, and begaa to turn them 
over. << This is no it^^this is the infor« 
ination of Mungo Marsport, of that ilk^ 
asainst Captain Lackland, fbr comine on 
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Ms Imds of Marsport with hawks^ hounda^ 
lying-dogs, nets, guns, cross-bows, hagbiita 
. 4^ found, or other engines more or less for 
destruction of game, sic as red^eer, fallow- 
deer, eapper-cailzies, grey-fowl, moor-fowl, 
fiaitricks, herons, and sic like ; he the said 
defender not being ane qualified person in 
terms of the statute sixteen hundred and 
twenty-ane ; thai is, not having ane plouglu 
gate of land. Now the defences prcq[Kmed 
say, that nan conHat at this present what is 
a plough-gate of land, whilk uncertainty 
is sufficient to elide the conclusions of tbe 
libeL But then the answers to the de- 
fences, (they are signed by Mr Cressmy* 
loof, but Mr Younglad drew them,) they 
propone, that it signifies naething, in hot 
skOu, what or how muckle a plough-gate 
of land may be, in respect the defender has 
noe lands whatsoe'er, lesa or main < Sae 
grant a plough-gate^'' (here Saddletree read 
£rom the paper in his hand,) *< * to be less 
than the nineteenth part of a guse's gnuNf 
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(J trow Mr Crossmyloof put in that-— I ktn 
hiA atyte,) — * of a guse'fi grass, what the 
better will, the defender be, seeing be has- 
na a divot^ctet of land hi Scotland f^^Adr 
voGsiMs for X«ackland duplies, ;that nihM, infe-^ 
reside po^es^kme^ the pursuer muat put his 
case under ikhe statute!— nowv this is worth 
your noitice, neighbour,—^ aqd must show, 
formaH^^ et 9^pemiliUr.i as well as generalu 
ter^ what is the qualification that defender 
Lackland does ?u»j possessr^let -him tell me 
what ^ fdough-gate of land is, and I'll tell 
hini^ if I ha^e one or na Surely the pur- 
suer is bound to understand his own libel, 
and his own^ statute that he founds upon« 
TMus pursues Mamus for recovery of ane 
hlaci iiorse lent to Maevius — ^surely he shall 
have judgment ; but if Titius pursue Mm- 
vius for ane scarlet or crimsm horse, doubt- 
less he shall be bcHind to show l^t there is 
sic ane suiimal in rerum n/aJtwra. No naan can 
be bound to plead to nonsense — ^that is to 
say, to a charge which cannot be. explain-' 
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cd or understood* — (he's wrang there— tUe 
better the pleadings the fewer understatld 
them,) — •and so the reference unto this uni- 
defined and umnteUigible measure of land 
is, as if a penalty was inflicted by statute 
fer any man who suld hunt or hawk, or use 
fying-dpgs, without having about hkn ane* 
L. — But I ani wearying you, Mr Deans^ 
we'll pass to your ain business, — ^though this 
case of Marsport against Lackland has jnadB 
an unco din 4n the Outer-house — Weel, 
here's the dittay against puir Effie r * WbertM 
iB it is humbly meant and shown tdus,'^S6C^ 
(they are words of mere style,) * that wTiere^ 
by the laws" of this and every other WfeU- 
regulated ' realm, the murder of any oHi^ 
more especially of stn infant child^ is a crith6 
of ane high nature, and severely punfM^ 
able : And whereas, without prejudice* to 
the foresaid generality, it was, by aneadt 
made in the second session of the First P«rl 
liament of our most High and Dread Sove* 
raigns William and Mary, especially enact- 
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ed^ thai ane woman who shall have cm^ 
eealed her condition, and shall not be able 
to show that she hath called Ibt help at the 
birth, in case that the child shall be found 
dead or amissing, shall be deemed and held 
guil^ of the murder thereof ; and the said 
ftcts of concealment and pregnancy hmiig 
found proven or confessed, shall sustain the 
psuns of law acoxrdingly $ yet, neverthe* 
less, you Effie, or fkiphemia Deans""-*-— 
^ Read no farther," said Deans, raising 
his head up $ ^< I would rather ye thrust a 
sword into my heart than read a word far^ 
then- 

: •« Weel, neighbour,'' said Saddletree, ^^ I 
taught it wad hae comforted ye to kea 
tile best apd tlie warst o't But the ques^ 
tion is, what's to be dune T" 
« ^ Nothing,*' answered Deans firmly^ 
HbvA to abide the dispensation that the 
I^ord sees meet to send us. O if it had been 
His will to take the grey head to rest before 
thk awful Citation on my house and name! 
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But His will be done. I can say that yet^ 
though £ ean say little mair." 

<« But, neighbour*'' said Saddletree, ^* ye'Jl 
letain advocates for the puir lassie ? it's a 
thing maun needs be thought of.'' 

^* If there was ae man of tbemi'' answer* 
ed Deansb ^ that had held fast his integri- 
^_but I ken them weel» they are a' car- 
nal^ crafty, and warld**hunting self-seekers^ 
Yerastians, and Arminians» every ane o'. 
them/' 

^ Hout tout, neighbour, ye maunna take 
the warld at its word,** said Saddletree^ 
^ the very de'il is no sae ill as he's caM ; 
and I ken mair than ae advocate that may 
be said to hae some integrity as weel as th«hr 
neighbours! that is, after a sort o* fadiioi 
o' their ain." 

<^ It is indeed but a fashion of integrity 
that ye will find amang them»'' replied Df^ 
vid Deans, ^ and a faiAton of wisdom, md 
fashion of carnal learning— ^gazing, glan- 
cing-glasses they are, fit only to fling the 



S20 TALES OF If T LANDLORD. 

glaiks in folks een> w? theit pawky policy, 
and earthly ingine, tbeir flights and refine- 
ments and periods of eloquencey frae hea- 
then emperors and popish canons. They 
canna, in that daft trash ye were reading 
to me, sae muckle as ca' men that are sae 
ill-starred as be amang their hands, by ony 
nsune o' the dispensation o' grace, but maun 
new baptize them by the names of the ac- 
cursed Titus, wha was made the instrument 
of burning the holy Temple, and other sic 
Bke heathens.^ 

«« It*s Tishius,'' interrupted Saddletree, 
? and no Titus. Mr Crossmyloof cares a^ 
little about Titus or the Latin learning as 
ye do. — But it*s a case of necessity — ^she 
naun hae counsel* Now I could speak 
to Mr Crossmyloof— -he's weel kenned for 
a fbund-spun presbyterian, and a ruling- 
elder to boot.'* 

** He's a rank Yerastian,** replied Deans ; 
'' one of the public and polititious warldly- 
wise men that stude up to prevent ane ge« 
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neral owning of the cause in the day of 
power.'' 

" What say ye to the auld Laird of Giiffi* 
bout V* said Saddletree } " he whiles thump* 
the dust out of a case gay and weeL" 

" He ? the fausc loon !'* answered Deansv-* 
^ he was in his bandaliers to hae joined the 
ungracious Highlanders in 1715, an^ they 
had ever had the luck to cross the Firth.'* 

" Weel, Arniston ?^ there's a clever chield 
ibr ye," said Bartholine, triumphantly. 

** Ay, to bring popish medals in till their 
very library from that schismatic woitfan:. 
in the north, the Duchess of Gordon.^ ' * 

" Weel, weel, but somebody ye mauQt; 
hae— What think ye o' Kittlepunt ?* 

** He*s an Arminian.** 

•< Woodsctter ?" 

^ He's, I doubt, a Cocceian.^ 

« Auld Whilliewhaw ?" 

*'* He's ony thing ye like%^ 

" Young Nasmmo ?" 

" He's naething at a'/.'' 

O 2 
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<< Ye're ill to please^ oeighbotir^*' sHud 
Saddletree ; *< I hae run ower the pick o* 
theip for yout ye maim e^en choose for 
yoursell ; but bethink ye that in the mul-r 
titude of counsellors there's safety^— What 
«ay ye to try young Mackenyie? he baa 
a* Ms uncle's practiques at the tongue'li 
end**' 

<< What» sir, wad ye speak to me^** ex« 
claimed the sturdy piesbyterian in exces* 
mve wrath, << about a man that has the blood 
of the saints at his fingers' ends ? Didna his 
erne die and gang to his place wi' the name 
of the Bluidy Mackenyie i and winna he 
be kenned by that name sae lang as there^a 
a Scots tongue to speak the word ? If the 
life of the dear bairn that's under a suffer^^ 
ing dispensation, and Jeanie's, and my ain> 
and a' mankind's, depended on my asking 
sic a slave o' Satan to speak a word for ifte 
or them, they should a' gae down the water 
thegither for Davie Deans/* 

It was t^e exalted tone in which he qpoke 
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thid last sentence that broke up the con- 
versatioQ. between Butler and Jeanie, and 
brought them both ^ ben the house,'^ to 
use the language of the country. Here 
they found the poor old man half frantic, 
between grief» and zealous ire gainst Sa4« 
dletree's proposed measures^ his cheek in- 
flamed, his hand clenchedf and his voice 
caised, while the tear in his. eye, and the 
occasional quiver of his accents, shewed 
,ib$t his utmost efforts were inadequate to 
shaking off the consciousness of his misery. 
Sutler, apprehensive of the consequences 
of his agitation to an aged and feeble frame, 
ventured to ut^ei* to him a recommendation 
to patience. 

/< Ijom patient," returned the old man, 
sternly t-^'< more patient than any one who 
is alive to the woeful backslidings of a mi* 
serahle time can be. patient; and in so 
much, that I need neidier sectarians^ nor 
sons nor grandsons of sectarians, to in- 
struct my grey hairs how to befgr my cross.'' 



324 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

** But, sir," eontinued Butler, taking no 
offence at the slur cast on his grandfather's 
faith, << we must use human means. When 
you call in a physician, you would not, T 
suppose, l]uestion him on the nature of his 
religious principles ?' 

*« Wad I no?** answered David — ^^^-But 
I wad though $ and if he didna satisfy me 
that he had a right sense of die rigfat^hand^ 
and left-hand defections of the-day, not a 
goutte of his physic should gang through- 
my father*s son,"^ 

It is a dangerous thing p} trust ta an il- 
lustration. Butler had done so and miscar- 
ried ; but, like a gallant soldier when hiar 
musket misses fire, he stood his ground, and - 
charged with the bayonet. — ^ This i? too 
rigid an interpretation of your duty, sir* 
The sun shines, and the rain descends on: 
the just and unjust, and they are placed 
together in life in circumstances which fre- 
quently render intercourse between them 
indispensible, perhaps that the evil may 
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have an opportunity of being converted" 
by the good» and perhaps,' also, that the* 
righteous might, among other trials, be^ 
subjected to fliat of occasional converse 
with the profane." 

•* Ye*re a silly callant, Reuben,'* answer- 
ed Deans, " with your bits of argument. 
Can a man touch pitch and not be defiled ? 
Or what think ye of the brave and worthy 
champions of the Covenant, that wadna 
sae muekle as hear a minister speak, be' 
his gifts and graces as they would, that 
hadna witnessed against the. enormities of 
the day ?* Nae lawyer shall ever speak for 
me ^nd mine that ha&na concurred in the 
testimony of the scattered, yet lovely rem- 
nant, which abode in the clifts of the^ 
rocks." 

So saying, and as if fatigued, both with 
the arguments and presence of his guests, 
the old man arose, and seeming to bid them 
adieu with a motion of his head and hand, 
went to shut himself up in his sleeping 
apartment. 
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*< Itfs thrawing his iUugliter's life awa,'* 
•aid Saddletree to ^utlef^ << to hear him 
qpeak iii that daft gate. Where will be ever 
get a Cameronian advocate 9 Or wha ever 
heard of a lawyer's suffering either for ae 
leligioD or another? The lasu^'s life is 
dean flung awa.^' 

During the latter part of this debate^ 
Dumbiedikes had arrived at the door^ di»i 
mounted, hung the pmiey's bridle on the 
usual hook, and sunk down on his ordinary 
settle* His eyes, with more than their usuid 
animation, followed first one speaker, then 
another, till he caught the melancholy sense 
of the whole from Saddletree's last words. 
He rose from hig seat, stumped slowly acrosa 
the room, and, coming close up to Saddle- 
tree's ear, said, in a tremulous anxioua 
vpice, <* Will-^will siller do naething for 
them, Mr Saddletree ?** 

<^ Umph !" said Saddletree;, looking grave, 
— *^ siller will certainly do it in. the Parlia- 
liament-housCj^ if ony thing can do it ; but 
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whare's the siller to come irae i Mr Deans^ 
ye see, will do naething ; and though Mrs 
Saddletree'^s their far-awa friendt and right 
gude weel-widiers and is weel dis{x>sed to 
assist, yet she wadna like to stand to be 
bound si^guU in soUdum to such an ei^pen-* 
give wark« An' ilka fiiend wad bear a share 
o' the burthen, something might be dune-— 
ilka ane to be liable for their ain input— ^I 
wadna like to see the case &' through with 
out being pled-^t wadna be creditable, for 
a' that daft whig body says." 

^^ ril-«->I will^^yes,'' (assuming fortitude,) 
<< I will be answerable," said Dumbiedikes^ 
^ for a score of punds 8terling,'*-"<-^nd he 
was silent, staring in astonishment at find^ 
ing himself capaUe of such unwonted reso^ 
lution and excessive generosity, 

<< God Almighty bless yc. Laird !'' said 
Jeanie in a transport of gratitude. 

** Ye may ca' the twenty punds thretty," 
said Dumbiedikes, looking bashfully away 
from her and towards Saddletrect 
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«* That will do bravely,*' said Saddletrcei 
rubbing his hands ; <^ and ye sail hae a' my 
skill and knowledge to gar the siller gang 
far — ril tape it out weel — I ken how to gar 
the birkies tak short fees^ and be glad o^ 
them toos— it's only garring them trow ye 
hae twa or three cases of importance co^ 
ming on, and they'll work cheap to get cus- 
tom. Let me alane for whillying an advo- 
cate ; — it*is nae sin to get as muckle frae 
them for oiir siller as we can — ^after a', it*& 
but the wind o' their mouth— it costs themr 
naething } whereas, in my wretcbed occu« 
pation of a saddler, horse-milliner, and har- 
ness-maker, we are out unconscionable sums^ 
just for barkened hides and leather.*' 

" Can I be of no use ?*' said Butler; 
" My means, alas I'are only worth the black 
coat I wear ; but lam young — I owe much 
to the family — Can I do nothing ?*' 

" Ye catti help to collect evidence, sir,**' 
said Saddletree j " if we could but find ony . 
aneto say she had gi*en the least hint o* 
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her condition, she urad be brought aff wi' a 
Wat finger-— M» Crossmylodf tell'd me sac* 
The crown, says he, canna be craved to 
prove a positive — ^was*t a positive or a ne- 
gative they couldiia be caM to prove ?— it 
was the tane or the tither o* them, I am 
sure, and it maksna muckle matter whilk. 
Wherefore, says, he, the libel maun be re- 
dargued by the pannel proving her de- 
fences. And it eanna be done otherwise?* 
1' ^ But the f$LCti sir,*' argued Butler, " the 
fact that thii poor girl has born a child ;. 
surely ^e crown lawyers must prove that ?* 
said Butler. 

Saddletree paused a moment, while the 
visage of Dumbiedikes^ which traversed, as 
if it had been plapced on a^ pivot, from the 
one spokesman to the other^ assumed a 
more blithe expression. 

" Ye— ye— 'ye— es,** said Saddletree, af- 
ter some grave hesitation ; <^ unquestion- 
ably that is a thing to be proved, as the 
Court will more fully declare by an int^r- 



380 TALES OF ICT LAKDLOU)* 

locutor of relevancy in common form; Imfe 
I fimcy that job's done already, for she has 
confessed her guilt.^' 

^ Cmifessed the inurder?*^ ezdatmed 
Jeanie, with a scream that made them all 
start. 

^ No^ I didna say that»'' replied Bar* 
tholine, ^ But she confessed bearing the 
babe/' 

*^ And what became of it then }** said 
Jeanie ; <* for not a word could I get firom 
her but bitter sighs and tears.'* 

^ Sh^ siQrs it was taken away from her 
by the woman in whose house it was bomy 
and who assisted her at the time.* * 

^ And who was that woman f* said But* 
kff ^ Surely by her means the truth 
might he discovered.— Who was she? I 
wiU fly to her directly," 

'' I wish,'' said Dumbiedikes, ^ I were 
as young and as supple as youi and had 
the gift of the gab as wed/' 

«< Who is sheT again reiterated Bi^er 
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iiiipfttiaitly.-"«>*< Who could that woman 

be?*' 

<< Ay, wha kens that but hersell,*' said 
Saddletree j '* she deponed further, and 
decUneid to answer that interrogatory.'^ 

«< Then to herself will I instantly go»'^ 
said Butler ; '< farewell, Jeanie }*' then co^ 
ming close up to her.-^^^ Take no roA 
steps till you hear from me« FareweU/^ 
and he immediately left the cottage. 

«< I wad gang too/* said the li»ided pro* 
prietor, in an anxious, jealous, and reputing 
Um^ *^ but my powney winna foi: the U^ 
o' me gmg Qoy other road than just fiw^ 
Dumbiedike* to this house-end, and sat 
straight back again*-* 

<< Ye^ll do better for them,'* said Saddle* 
tree^ as they lefl the house together, M by 
sending me the thretly punds.** 

<< Thretty p^nds ?** faesitoted Dumbie- 
dikes, .who was now out of the reach of 
those eyes which had inflamed his genero- 
mtyi ^ I only said twenty punds.** 
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*^ Ay ; but," said Saddletree, " that wat 
under protestation to add and elk ; and so* 
ye craved leave to amend your libel, and 
made it thrctty/' 

«< Did I ? I dinna mind that I did,*^ ao^ 
m^ered Dumbiedikes. •• But whatever I 
aaid ni stand to/* Then bestriding his 
steed with some difficulty^ he added, <* Din- 
na ye think poor .teanie's een wi' the tears > 
in them glaneed like lamour beads, Mi^ 
Saddletree ?' 

" I keona muckte about women's een,. 
laird," . jeplied the insensible Bartholine^ 
H,a.nd I care ju^t as little. I wuss I were 
lift' wee] fr0e o' their tongues }? though* fewi 
wives," he added, recollecting the necessity 
of keeping up his icharacter for. domestic 
rulC) <^ are u^der better command than 
mine, Laird; I allow neithj^ perduellion. 
nor lasse-majesty against ipy sovereign au- 
thority," 

The Laird saw nothing so important in. 
this obseryation as to call for a rcgoinder^ 
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and when they had exchanged a mute sa- 
lutation, they parted in peace upon their 
different errands. 



END OF VOLUME FIRST. 
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